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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

As I sit to write a few notes for the County News, I do so with much personal sadness.  On Saturday 
26th at 11pm, a new star was added to the great universe.  My wife Pauline passed away in Medway 
Hospital.  She had been very ill for about 10 days in all with a combination of her diabetes, kidneys 
and blood condition, in the end her body just couldn't take it anymore.  Pauline, was born into a 
Legion family both her father and mother, George and Gertie May, were Standard Bearers of the 
Branch and Women's Section at Bexleyheath, Kent.  In 1971 Pauline and I took over their roles 
following the death of George and an illness by Gertie meaning she couldn't carry again.  Pauline was 
my constant supporter during the 45 years we were together and I hers.  It would have been 44 years 
of marriage on 26th August 2016.  My daughter and I have via email and facebook received many 
lovely messages about the kindness and personal support that Pauline gave to others over the years.  
She would have been surprised and embarrassed over what people thought about her.  She was truly 
a person who followed the Legions motto “Service not Self”.  God bless her and keep her safe. 

I hope you will understand if I leave any other Chairman’s remarks until next month. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£25 Agricola Trust 
£45 Tonbridge Scout Council 
£1,000 Sevenoaks Branch 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Donations have been gratefully received in memory of: 

£149.54 Mr David Taylor 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

I’m afraid that it’s obvious that there are still Branch Secretaries who do not read County News do 
not read e-mails and therefore are oblivious to important information.  One recently contacted me to 
ask if the MS4/13 was still the current version despite notices saying that MS4/13 and older versions 
should not be used.  Form MS4/RMFAPP002/0515 is the only version of the form that can be used 
and is available to order from the Poppy Appeal, not County Office.  Please submit your orders to 
PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk or by phoning 01622 795801 or 01622 717172.  Because of 
the larger than A4 size the form must not be photocopied; nor is there an electronic version. 
 
COUNTY CONFERENCE / ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Those that attended County Conference will be aware of the motion put forward by Herne Bay 
Branch concerning members joining online or by telephone without the receiving branch being aware 
of any application.  The motion has not been accepted by the Conference Committee and therefore 
will not be put to the Conference delegates.  Full details of the motion and the reason for its 
exclusion will be found in the Conference pack sent to all branches. 
 
STANDARD BEARER TRAINING 

There is to be a training session for Standard Bearers of all levels and experience in the Capel Morris 
Centre in the Royal British Legion Village on Sunday 15th May.  The session starts at 10 am and will 
continue until 2 pm but Standard Bearers can stay for as long as they wish. 

As this is an informal session casual clothes can be worn but those attending must wear proper 
shoes, not trainers, and have their gauntlets, sling and, of course, Branch Standard.  Please pass this 
information to your Standard Bearers and let me know as soon as possible names and contact 
telephone numbers of those who wish to attend.  If you want to confirm attendance or have any 
questions, please contact me on 01227 731385 or at annjaneausten@yahoo.co.uk.  I look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Ann Austen 
County Ceremonial Coordinator 

CLUB NEWS 

Clubs are reminded that the RBL Licence Application (C4/C5) must be submitted within one month of 
the Club AGM date as laid down in the Club rules and by 31st March.  Clubs whose applications are 
not received by 1st June will be in danger of losing their licence to trade as a Legion Club.  To date 
applications have not yet been received at Head Office from: 

Edenbridge 
Hawkhurst 
Margate 

Orpington 
Tonbridge 
Whitstable

 

ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS BRANCH 

                                                                              
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Local sculptor Clive Campbell 
(pictured) made this marvellous piece 
consisting of 11 Poppies and 11 
Crosses.  It was auctioned on 
Facebook by Branch Chairman Gary 
Faulkner and the £300 it raised has 
been donated to the Royal Tunbridge 
Wells Poppy Appeal. 
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FUNDRAISING CONCERT 

The Astor Big Band will be appearing at the 
Theatre Royal Margate on Saturday 18th June 
with the music of Glenn Miller plus the hits of 
Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby and the Andrews 
Sisters. In addition there will be music from West 
End musicals.  Those that enjoyed the band’s 
“Glenn Miller Story” in January know what a 
great band this is.  100% of the profits plus a 
bucket collection will be donated to the Poppy 
Appeal. 

Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.theatreroyalmargate.com or by phoning 
01843 292795. 
 
 

 

 

 

The Secretary and Treasurer with the help of a few 
Branch members held an early Easter Tombola in 
the foyer of Morrisons on Friday 11th March and 
managed to raise £288.40 for the Poppy Appeal, 
not bad as we only did 10 am until about 3.30pm.  

Thanks go to all who helped and donated eggs, 
and also to Morrisons who donated some nice 
prizes plus two £10 vouchers to help us buy more 
eggs.  A letter has been sent to Morrisons thanking 
them for their donations and a poster has gone up 
in store thanking the customers for their support. 

 

 

http://www.theatreroyalmargate.com/


COME FLY WITH US - VALENCE SCHOOL, WESTERHAM 

On 9th July the Valence School, Westerham TN16 1QN is hosting a glorious outdoor concert 
extravaganza with a distinctive 1940s theme and a unique Spitfire air display.  Step back in time and 
enjoy a stylish and unforgettable evening of music and nostalgia with the sound of the internationally 
acclaimed Eynsford Concert Band – a 50 strong symphonic wind ensemble that has been based in the 
small village of Eynsford since 1972. 

The band has recorded three CDs, proudly releasing ‘Heritage’ in January 2010 featuring a Suite by 
Nigel Clarke written especially for the band.  Eynsford Concert Band has gained an international 
reputation having toured Austria, Canada, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ireland, Netherlands, Malta, Spain 
and Belgium as well as playing aboard cruise ships in the Fjords of Norway and the Mediterranean 
where we provided the on-board entertainment. 

A highlight finale of the evening will be a special air display from an original Spitfire that will fly across 
the grounds to the background of stunning music from the period. 

This is a unique opportunity to enjoy wonderful music and a stunning air display in the beautiful 
grounds of Valence school.  Guests are encouraged to get into the spirit of the evening and wear 
period costume.  Visitors can either bring their own picnic or sample the fine fayre on offer from a 
range of hot food stalls and our fully licensed bar. 

Tickets cost £17 and are available via the website at www.friendsofvalence.com.  Tickets are available 
to Legion members at a concessionary price of just £10 by contacting friends@valence.kent.sch.uk.  
Details of other school events open to the public are on the web site. 
 
MESOTHELIOMA CAMPAIGN VICTORY 

On 16th December 2015 the MOD changed the rules to allow veterans diagnosed with mesothelioma 
on or after that date the choice between receiving a one-off, tax-free lump sum payment or a 
traditional War Disablement Pension, which is paid in regular installments. 

It is with much pleasure that we can inform you that, following sustained pressure from the Legion, 
the Government has now also agreed to extend eligibility for the lump sum payment to those 
diagnosed before that date.  Around 60 veterans were previously denied access to the new £140,000 
lump sum compensation payment on account of the date of their diagnosis. 

The Legion had originally asked the MOD to consider offering lump sums compensation to veterans 
diagnosed with the asbestos-related cancer to correct the financial disadvantage faced by some 
veterans when compared to their civilian counterparts. 

Commodore Rhod Palmer, a third-generation Royal Navy sailor who was diagnosed with 
mesothelioma in April 2015 and had stood to miss out on the new payment, said: 

"No amount of money will ever compensate sufferers and their families for a preventable death.  
However, it is a real breakthrough that the Government will treat all current and future sufferers of 
mesothelioma exposed to asbestos during their service under comparable terms as civilians.  This 
payment allows patients with mesothelioma to make arrangements to maximise their quality of life 
during this terminal illness and to support the family that they leave behind.  The Royal British Legion 
has campaigned resolutely on the behalf of military personnel who developed mesothelioma and I 
offer my sincere gratitude for its support." 

This has been a hard-fought campaign, which began back in 2013.  To see the campaign finally reach 
this stage will provide a huge sense of relief for dozens of proud servicemen and their families, and 
we should all be proud to have fought this important battle on their behalf. 
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INSULT TO INJURY CAMPAIGN SUCCESS 

Following on from our recent Mesothelioma win, we have also now won our Insult to Injury campaign 
in England. 

In the latest Budget, the Chancellor announced that the Government would rectify the anomaly that 
saw some injured veterans surrender most of their compensation to pay for their social care.  From 
April 2017, national charging guidance will be amended to ensure that all veterans in England have 
their military compensation payments protected when accessing social care support from their local 
authority.  We understand that additional funding will also be made available to help local authorities 
implement the new rules. 

Whilst we have clearly welcomed the Chancellor’s recognition of this important issue, and his pledge 
to exempt all military injury compensation from means tests for social care, we remain disappointed 
that the changes will not take effect for another year.  That being said, we very much look forward to 
working with the Government to secure full implementation of this policy change, and we will work 
hard to ensure that the new rules are applied in the rest of the United Kingdom.  

Indeed, and as some of you will know, the Welsh Government has previously announced that, from 
next month, the amount of War Disablement Pension routinely disregarded by councils will increase 
from £10 a week to £25 a week.  Alongside this, the Welsh Government has also committed to 
incrementally increase the level of disregard over the course of the next Assembly term.  Whilst this 
is evidently a welcome step in the right direction, today’s announcement in England means that we 
must now go back to the Welsh Government to encourage them to ensure a full disregard of military 
compensation is implemented by April 2017.  In Scotland and Northern Ireland, meanwhile, where 
their respective social care systems operate rather differently, we will continue to make 
representations to ensure that the changes announced today are replicated as far as possible across 
the UK. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported this long-running campaign – together we’ve secured 
another landmark campaign win for our beneficiaries. 
 
 

 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mrs Pauline Cast Isle of Sheppey - wife of the County Chairman 

 Mr Sidney Pullman Canterbury 

 Mr David Wells “ 

 Mr Roy Aldred Downs 

 Mr Brian Howard Eastry 

 Mr Robert Foster Goudhurst 

 Air Commodore Ted McGuire “ 

 Mrs Lavinia “Betty” Grimes Gravesham & Ebbsfleet 

 Mr Mark Furness Herne Bay 

 Mr Michael Stevens Knockholt 

 Mr Alfred “Jim” Henderson Leeds, Hollingbourne & District 

 Mr Ron Lingham Leigh & District 

 Mr David Mockler Maidstone 

 Mr Derek Flood Staple 

 Mr Bernard Hawksworth Westerham 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 
 
 



Updated: 1st April 2016 

 
KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2016 

 

APRIL 

Sat 9th Branch Officers Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Wed 20th - 21st WS Annual Conference - Southport 

MAY 

Sun 8th Poppy Walk - Whitstable Castle (10 am) 

Sat 14th WS Rally - Seasalter 

Sun 15th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 21st - 22nd Annual Conference - Eastbourne 

Tue 31st  Battle of Jutland Centenary Service - Chatham Naval Memorial (2.30 pm) 

JUNE 

Sat 11th - 12th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground   

Sat 18th Hellfire Corner - Pencester Gardens, Dover * 

Sat 25th Armed Forces Day * 

JULY 

Sat 2nd Hythe Festival * 

Sun 3rd Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Tue 5th - 20th MSO on Leave  

Sat 9th - 10th Battles for Victory - Ellington Park, Ramsgate * 

Sun 10th County Parade - RBL Village Garden of Honour (3 pm) 

Wed 19th - 23rd War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 13th - 14th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 27th - 29th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd WS County Conference - Headcorn (11 am)  

Sat 17th - 18th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

Sun 18th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd (tbc) County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm) 

Fri 21st Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed 26th Civic Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat 29th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 30th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 

 



 

NOVEMBER 

Fri 11th Armistice Day 

Sat 12th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 13th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 10th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2017 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall   
 

ARMED FORCES DAY EVENTS 

JUNE 

Sat 18th The Leas, Folkestone 

Sat 25th The Great Lines, Gillingham 

  Pencester Gardens, Dover 

  The Victorian Green, Broadstairs 

  DFDTC Manston 

  Ramsgate 

 



DEFENCE FIRE TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 
 
The Defence Fire Training and Development Centre sited at Manston near Ramsgate is one of the last 
remaining military sites in Kent.  Built in the same location that once hosted a front line RAF station 
the Fire School trains thousands of men and women each year.  From the RAF Recruits undergoing 
their trade training to the experienced firefighters who have made the profession their life’s work, 
virtually every active firefighter across the Ministry of Defence has been through the gates of this 
training school. 

Spread out across several square miles of land on the edge of the village of Manston, the Fire School 
is one of the major hubs of military fire training in the UK.  From the enclosed heat and smoke of the 
Breathing Apparatus training set to the Headquarters building to the derelict Aircraft that dot the 
area, almost every building and room is dedicated to the education and well being of the students. 

While the Fire School has a tradition and a distinction of training personnel from across the world, 
DFTDC concentrates on the training for each new generation of firefighters.  Above all, recruits 
coming into their own as they graduate from RAF Halton and begin their months of training before 
passing out from DFTDC fully trained and heading to their units. 

In addition to the RAF, DFTDC also trains Defence Fire and Rescue Service personnel, Soldiers, Sailors 
and Airmen from the breadth of the British Armed Forces. This can also include fellow fire crews from 
allied militaries, each man and woman undergoing specific instruction and assessment to prove they 
are capable of the job of protecting their fellows from danger.  From one and a half day refreshers, to 
three week promotional courses to the recruits’ seventeen week trade training, all the courses run at 
Manston are dedicated to the highest levels of professionalism and ideals of the Ministry of Defence 
Fire Services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the history of the site during its time as an RAF Station 
then two museums are located directly across the road from the school, information about both can 
be found here. http://www.spitfiremuseum.org.uk/ and http://www.rafmanston.co.uk/.  
 
 

John Miles 
DFTDC Manston 

http://www.spitfiremuseum.org.uk/
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 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

ISLE OF THANET 

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

WINTER GARDENS MARGATE 

7-15 PM FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER 2016 

 

BAND TO BE ANNOUNCED 

PARADE OF STANDARDS AND SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 

ADDRESS BY NATIONAL OFFICER  

THE SWINGTIME SWEETHEARTS 

‘ON WITH THE DANCE’ WITH MIKE TEE 

 

ALL SEATS RESERVED 

Applications to 

 From March to June June onwards 

 Mr Austin Walker Box Office 

 46 Hertford Road Winter Gardens 

 Margate Margate 

 Kent CT9 3SH Kent CT9 1HX 

 Tel: 01843 224805 Tel: 01843 296111 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

ISLE OF THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 2016 

 

PLEASE FORWARD No.                             Table Seats  @ £8.50 each 

 No.                             Balcony Seats @ £7.50 each 

 No.                             Rear Seats  @ £6.50 each 

BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Branch/Organisation ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Wheelchair facilities (limited) YES / NO 

Branch Standard attending YES / NO 

Women’s Section Branch Standard attending YES / NO 

Other Standards attending (please name) YES / NO 

 

REMITTANCE AND S.A.E. WITH YOUR ORDER PLEASE 

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

SEATS ARE NOT RESERVED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED IN FULL  

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 219279 

BRANCH OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE SEMINAR 

 

POPPY APPEAL 
Patron:  Her Majesty The Queen 


