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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

Since the County Conference we have lost two of our Vice Presidents.  Keith Atkinson from the 
Downs Branch had served in many branch roles over the years before joining the County Committee 
which he served well for some time.  Keith although elected as a County Vice President was also the 
serving Branch President at Downs.  His funeral was attended by many members of the Branch and 
the County, plus a very fine turnout of Standard Bearers from all over the County.  As I write these 
notes I am aware that we will be attending the funeral of Mrs Veronica “Robbie” Dunger who was 
Chairman of Gillingham Branch and also for a number of years a member of the County Committee 
and Chairman of the County Conference Committee which she stepped down from last year.  Robbie 
was made a Life Vice President of the County only a few short weeks ago.  Robbie was also a member 
of the Women’s Section and a WS County Vice President.  Her funeral takes place at the Garden of 
England Crematorium on Monday 7th March at 2pm, anyone wishing to pay their respects are 
welcome.  The County Standard will be in attendance.  We will remember them 

During the last month we have been busy setting up the committee members to come out and visit 
you in your branches to impart information from the County and to see if you require assistance and 
just begin good relationships between the County and the Branches.  I have already received some 
good reports on the visits so far and it was good to see that branches are, in the main, glad to receive 
us. 

The County Standard Bearer Geoff Lees put in a good performance at the Regional Competition.  
However, there was strong competition and although he wasn’t in the first two, he nevertheless did 
Kent very proud. 

This year we are putting on three training days for Standard Bearers and the first of these is on 
Sunday 13th March.  I would ask all branches to encourage your Standard Bearer to attend along with 
any member who would be interested in carrying your Standard but wants training before doing so. 

The County Parade this year is currently being organised to be held on 10th July and will again be 
held at the Garden of Honour at the Royal British Legion Village, Aylesford.  Final confirmation and 
details will be sent to all branches. 
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This month I shall be attending the County Chairmen’s meeting in Haig House on the evening of the 
7th and the 8th where a full programme of talks will be given by the National Chairman and the 
Directorate.  I will pass on to you any important matters after this.  A meeting of the SE Area 
Chairmen, to which managers from Head Office are invited to detail specific items concerning the our 
Area, was held last Friday and I am pleased to say that we in Kent are still leaders in many of the ways 
we conduct our business matters with branches. 

Looking at my diary can I remind you to start preparing for your Branch and individual visits to this 
year’s Thanet Festival of Remembrance at the Winter Gardens Margate on Friday 22nd October.  This 
event is put on by the Thanet Group of Branches under the Chairmanship of Aussie Walker.  It is an 
important event and is something that few other Areas put on. 

Membership problems are still a headache and have caused unnecessary upsets both in Branches and 
at County.  Our MSO Tony West has tried very hard to help solve problems as they occurred and is 
still chasing Membership Department on a number of matters.  Today (1st March) he has sent to all 
Branch Secretaries a listing of some 2,000 members that have not renewed or to which cards have 
not been issued.  This in some cases being due to various amounts not paid.  The list shows the name 
of each member who the database states is outstanding and the amount due.  Please go through this 
list for your branch and try to get your members to pay or to phone the Contact Centre on 0808 802 
8080.  They should then go through to Novacroft (phone option 1) and see if they can clear their 
account to obtain their card and remain members of the Royal British Legion and your branch.  This 
must be done before the end of this month otherwise they will become lapsed.  I would add in 
checking the list against my list of Branch Officers, I see there are more than 30 of you - from 
Presidents to Welfare Officers - who will no longer be members if you don’t renew.  I wasn’t able to 
check Committee members. 

Last month I did let my annoyance take over and write an email to you all on membership, mainly in 
the way some were emailing to the MSO.  I am aware that I may have upset some of you and I do 
apologise for this, but just felt it had to be said. 

A final note; if you are involved or putting on any events for the anniversaries this year, particularly 
the Battles of Jutland or the Somme, or you might be visiting the Battlefields.  Please let the County 
know in advance if you plan to do so. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£10 Mrs M E Philbrook 
£120 Mr S Moody 
£212.43 All Saints Church, Biddenden 
£500 Canterbury Branch 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

Because of the number of problems to the card renewals the expiry date of the 2014-15 cards has 
been extended to 31st March 2016.  Branches are requested to contact those members who have 
not renewed and establish the reason.  Meanwhile, whatever the reason, please continue to do your 
best to encourage your branch members to renew.  The County Committee knows that branches are 
working hard in very frustrating circumstances to retain members and they are very grateful for your 
efforts. 

Many branches report changes by e-mail, which is quite acceptable, but I MUST have the 
membership number - either old or new - so I can amend the database.  There is no point in just 
reporting that ‘Fred Bloggs’ is dead.  My apologies to any real Fred Bloggs out there. 



The easiest and quickest way for a member to renew is to call the Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080 
quoting their new membership number (which will be on their renewal letter) and to pay by debit or 
credit card.  Likewise, if a member has paid but still hasn’t received their card for 2015-16 please get 
them to phone the Contact Centre and chase it. 

Could I please ask branches to let me know soonest if they find any errors in their membership lists.  
It has become apparent that during the change from the old database to the new that transcribing 
data has not been 100% correct.  Therefore, if a name is incorrectly spelt or an address or phone 
number is wrong let me know so that I can amend the database.  If you don’t tell me (or the Contact 
Centre) then the error could stay wrong forever and a day.  If it’s a wrong address then the member 
won’t get their magazine and may not be able to renew their membership. 

A number of branches and club have queried the appearance of unaccountable funds in their 
accounts that have come from the Legion.  This money relates to the branch and club fees that have 
been taken from members by Novacroft, on behalf of the Legion, which is repaid to branches and 
clubs on a quarterly basis.  Membership regrets that it would be too expensive to send letters to 
every branch and club every quarter and cannot name the members the collection/payment refers 
to.  Obviously if there is no payment to a branch or club then there has either been no collection or 
the branch or club does not charge an annual fee. 
 
BRANCH MS1 RETURNS  

Out of the branches required to submit their MS1 Branch Information Form by 31st December, as at 
today’s date (29th February) there are still three branches that have still failed to do so.  Those three 
branches are Headcorn, Pluckley & Little Chart and St Margarets at Cliffe. 
 
ACCESS TO PUBLICATIONS 

All branches should be aware that there is a new version of the Membership Handbook.  Parts of it 
have been completely rewritten and there are many amendments that affect every branch.  ‘Part 4 - 
Branches’ has been renumbered ‘Part 3 -  Branches’ and is essentially the guide for the running of a 
branch.  All branch officers and committee members should be aware of its contents.  For those of 
you who are well versed in the contents it is well worth looking through the Amendment Control 
Sheet - all 22 pages of it.   

To view up to date versions of the Royal Charter, the Membership Handbook, the Ceremonial 
Handbook and other publications: 

 Go to www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook 

 User name is memhandbook 

 Password is TRBLmem£86 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Annual Conference is being held in Eastbourne over the weekend of 21st/22nd May. Delegate 
applications from the following branches have so far been received at Head Office: 

Birchington 
Brabourne & Smeeth 
Canterbury 
Dymchurch & District (2) 

Elham Valley 
Isle of Sheppey 
New Romney 
Royal Tunbridge Wells 

Smarden 
Staple 

If your Branch is planning to send a delegate to Annual Conference please ensure the application is 
submitted to the Conference Administrator at Head Office by 24th March at the latest.  Please 
contact the MSO if you need an application form. 
 

 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook


STANDARD BEARER TRAINING 

There is to be a training session for Standard Bearers of all levels and experience in the Capel Morris 
Centre in the Royal British Legion Village on Sunday 13th March.  The sessions start at 10 am and will 
continue until 2 pm but Standard Bearers can stay for as little or as long as they wish.  

As this is an informal session casual clothes can be worn but those attending must wear proper 
shoes, not trainers, and have their gauntlets, sling and, of course, Branch Standard.  Please pass this 
information to your Standard Bearers and let me know as soon as possible names and contact 
telephone numbers of those who wish to attend. If you want to confirm attendance or have any 
questions, please contact me on 01227 731385 or at annjaneausten@yahoo.co.uk.  I look forward to 
seeing you there.  

Ann Austen 
County Ceremonial Coordinator 

WELFARE 

My name is Cherrie Harris and I am your new County Welfare Representative on the County 
Committee.  I am also a member of the New Romney Branch, where I am the Treasurer and Branch 
Welfare Representative. 

I have been tasked by the County Chairman to help and support Branches with regards to Welfare.  
To achieve this I will be concentrating on the deliverables in the County Plan under the Branch 
Welfare objective.  This includes supporting Branch Welfare Reps, improving communications and 
making Branches aware of any campaigns and initiatives. 

A County Welfare Committee has been formed and will be meeting shortly.  We will be looking at the 
best way to keep Branches informed about welfare issues within the Legion.  In the meantime, I 
would like to hear from any Branches which have any ideas or feedback about Branch Welfare.  The 
best way to contact me is by e-mail nr.drh1@yahoo.co.uk or alternatively on 01797 361807. 

Cherrie Harris 
County Branch Welfare Representative 

YOUTH 

I am unable to produce a Youth newsletter this month owing to a lack of material.  Following on from 
last month’s newsletter, I was hoping that branches would send me photos and news articles 
regarding work with their affiliated youth organisations.  However, I have received nothing.  Also, last 
month I alerted everyone to the fact that the old affiliation forms are now redundant and that new 
ones have been produced which I can supply upon request.  I have been contacted by only one 
branch.  I find all this rather worrying.  Either branches are failing to read the newsletter or there are 
no new affiliations in the pipeline. 

Could I now ask that branches contact me to let me know what youth activities have taken place and 
what are being planned.  Young people who have received the newsletter want more and it is 
disappointing that branches are not providing any information for them.  My email address is 
susanfoster61@btinternet.com.  I now look forward in March to an overload of emails!!  

Susan Foster 
County Youth Officer 

COUNTY WEBSITE 

The County website can be found at http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/kent and includes 
useful information about the Legion, County and Branches.  If you wish to publicise a Branch event or 
tell the world what you are up to or anything that is Legion related then send the information to 
webmaster Barry Larner at ralern@talktalk.net.  Please send it as you would like it to appear on the 
site so that Barry doesn’t have to tinker with it.  He should be able to just copy and paste.  Read it 
through a couple of times to make sure it’s readable to you and, more importantly, to the readers 
who may know nothing about what it is you are saying. 
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DOVER WHITE CLIFFS BRANCH 
On Saturday 19th March the Railway Swing Band will be appearing at the Bluebirds Function Rooms 
in Dover to support fundraising for the Dover White Cliffs Branch and Combat Stress.  Featuring Gary 
Driscoll and their resident local singing sensation Didi the band, which hails from Deal, promises a 
night of musical swing.  Bluebirds is at 137 Snargate Street, Dover CT17 9DA and the show starts at 
7.30pm until 10.30pm.  Tickets are available at £12 each from the box office 07944 858286. 
 
DYMCHURCH & DISTRICT BRANCH 

This being the Branch’s 90th Anniversary Year, on 19th February 17 members of the Branch travelled 
to Belgium to pay their respects to those who fell during the WW1 conflict.  We attended the 
memorial service held at the Menin Gate every evening and were honoured to be included in this act 
of Remembrance together with approaching 1,000 spectators of all ages.  The atmosphere was 
something very special to all concerned and after the act of Remembrance we were asked to engage 
with a number of school parties and children there for the first time.  We arrived back at the RBL Club 
Dymchurch after a very long and tiring day feeling fully satisfied on a day well spent.  This will be 
lasting memory for all of us. 

     
 
CLUB NEWS 

Clubs are reminded that the RBL Licence Application (C4/C5) must be submitted within one month of 
the Club AGM date as laid down in the Club rules and by 31st March.  Clubs whose applications are 
received after this date will pay the full licence fee and those not received by 1st June will be in 
danger of losing their licence to trade as a Legion Club.  To date applications have been received 
from: 

Downs 
Greenhithe & Swanscombe 
Leigh 

Minster & Monkton 
Ramsgate 
Westerham

Letters should have been received by Clubs in Legion owned properties that GVA has changed its 
bank account.  Rent is now to be paid into the new NatWest account as detailed in the letter. 
 
JUTLAND CENTENARY COMMEMORATION - GREAT LINES GILLINGHAM - 31 MAY 2016 

31st May 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Jutland, one of the largest naval actions 
in history.  This was the most decisive sea battle of the First World War and while the Royal Navy lost 
more ships and suffered twice as many casualties as the German High Seas Fleet, the result was that 
the German fleet was contained for the remainder of the war.  

To mark this centenary a number of remembrance and reconciliation events will be taking place 
across the UK, with the main focus of national activity being led by the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS) in Orkney, Scotland.  There will also be a commemorative service held on 



the Jutland Bank with warships from both the Royal Navy and German Navy participating.  A further 
service will take place in Belfast.  

As part of this centenary there will be simultaneous commemoration services taking place at each of 
the naval memorials in Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham.  

The service at Chatham will be held at the Naval Memorial, Great Lines, Gillingham at 1430 on 31st 
May 2016.  It will be a static event without a parade and is intended to be open to all who would wish 
to attend.  The commemoration service will be conducted by the Royal Navy but with participation 
from local representatives.  

Outline timings are as follows:  

1400  Service Personnel and Veterans arrive. 

1400  (from) Organisations and general public to take position at Naval Memorial. 

1420  VIPs arrive. 

1430  Jutland Commemoration Service commences. 

1505  Service completes. VIPs depart. 

1510  Attendees disperse.  

A more detailed programme of events will be issues by 1 May 16. 

The format for the service will reflect as close as possible the national events taking place at Kirkwall 
Cathedral, Orkney and the commemoration on the Jutland Bank.  

This event will be the only Jutland Centenary Service of Commemorative to be organised by the Royal 
Navy in SE England and it is therefore intended that this event will be the main focus of activity on 
the 31st May 16 in the region.  It is hoped that as many individuals and organisations as possible who 
would wish to attend have the opportunity to do so, both as individuals or part of established 
organisations.  

To assist with the planning of this event, could you please advise the MSO if your branch wishes to 
attend, with approximate numbers, and if you wish your Standard to be present. 
 
SOMME 141  - MARKING EACH DAY OF THE SOMME 

In addition to events on 1st July and 18th November that mark the 100th anniversary of the start and 
end of the Battle of the Somme, The Royal British Legion will host a daily service at the Thiepval 
Memorial to commemorate each day of the battle.    

An international Service of Remembrance, hosted by the French and UK Governments, will take place 
at the Thiepval Monument on 1st July 2016.  The ballot for this event is now closed.  

From 2nd July 2016 the Legion, in partnership with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, will 
host a short, daily commemorative service at the Thiepval Memorial to remember the sacrifice of 
individuals and communities over the subsequent 139 days of the battle.  A more formal Service of 
Thanksgiving will mark the centenary of the final day of the battle on 18th November 2016. 

Each daily service hosted there by the Legion will take place at 12pm and will provide the opportunity 
for Regimental Associations, communities and descendants linked to County or ‘Pals’ battalions from 
across the Commonwealth to participate in a short commemorative service. 

Individual and tour operator groups visiting Thiepval are of course welcome to attend.  Concurrent 
services are planned within the respective UK communities to allow those unable to travel to share in 
this very personal Act of Remembrance.  UK communities will be linked to Thiepval by both 
representative groups and via digital streaming.   

To register your interest in participating or to advise us of your attendance, please complete the form 
on the RBL website:  http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary/somme-141/  

 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary/somme-141/


 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
 

                                                                                                                                     

 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Kenneth Braham Birchington 

 Mr Bernard Ede Greenhithe & Swanscombe 

 Mr Paul Lewis Halstead - Vice Chairman 

 Mr Harry McAughtry Halstead 

 Mr Kevin Geeves Herne Bay 

 Mr Cyril Blake Lamberhurst & Bayham 

 Mrs Brenda Clewer Royal British Legion Village 

 Mr Lawrence Histed Royal Tunbridge Wells 

 Mrs Yvonne Bonham-Miller Smarden 

 Mr Donald Poole South Darenth & District 

 Mrs Eunice Scott “ 

 Mrs Ruth Thompson “ 

 Mr Brian Desborough Westerham 

 Mr David Glenn “ 

 Mr Cyril Heath “  

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       
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 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

ISLE OF THANET 

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

WINTER GARDENS MARGATE 

7-15 PM FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER 2016 

 

BAND TO BE ANNOUNCED 

PARADE OF STANDARDS AND SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 

ADDRESS BY NATIONAL OFFICER  

THE SWINGTIME SWEETHEARTS 

‘ON WITH THE DANCE’ WITH MIKE TEE 

 

ALL SEATS RESERVED 

Applications to 

 From March to June June onwards 

 Mr Austin Walker Box Office 

 46 Hertford Road Winter Gardens 

 Margate Margate 

 Kent CT9 3SH Kent CT9 1HX 

 Tel: 01843 224805 Tel: 01843 296111 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

ISLE OF THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 2016 

 

PLEASE FORWARD No.                             Table Seats  @ £8.50 each 

 No.                             Balcony Seats @ £7.50 each 

 No.                             Rear Seats  @ £6.50 each 

BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Branch/Organisation ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Wheelchair facilities (limited) YES / NO 

Branch Standard attending YES / NO 

Women’s Section Branch Standard attending YES / NO 

Other Standards attending (please name) YES / NO 

 

REMITTANCE AND S.A.E. WITH YOUR ORDER PLEASE 

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

SEATS ARE NOT RESERVED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED IN FULL  

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 219279 

BRANCH OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE SEMINAR 

 

POPPY APPEAL 
Patron:  Her Majesty The Queen 



Updated: 1st March 2016 

 
KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2016 

 

MARCH 

Sun 13th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sun 27th - 28th Medway Steam & Transport Rally - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

APRIL 

Sat 9th Branch Officers Seminar - Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Wed 20th - 21st WS Annual Conference - Southport 

MAY 

Sun 8th Poppy Walk - Whitstable Castle (10 am) 

Sat 14th WS Rally - Seasalter 

Sun 15th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

Sat 21st - 22nd Annual Conference - Eastbourne 

Tue 31st  Battle of Jutland Centenary Service - Chatham Naval Memorial (2.30 pm) 

JUNE 

Sat 11th - 12th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground   

Sat 18th Hellfire Corner Weekend - Pencester Gardens, Dover * 

Sat 25th Armed Forces Day * 

JULY 

Sat 2nd Hythe Festival * 

Sat 9th - 10th Battles for Victory - Ellington Park, Ramsgate * 

Sun 10th County Parade - location tbc (3 pm)  (note change of date) 

Wed 19th - 23rd War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 13th - 14th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 27th - 29th Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 3rd WS County Conference - Headcorn (11 am)  (note change of date) 

Sat 17th - 18th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

Sun 18th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Morris Community Hall (10 am) 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd (tbc) County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm) 

Fri 21st Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Wed 26th Civic Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Sat 29th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 30th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 



NOVEMBER 

Fri 11th Armistice Day 

Sat 12th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 13th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 10th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (2.30 pm) 

JANUARY 2017 

Sat 21st County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall   
 

ARMED FORCES DAY EVENTS 

JUNE 

Sat 18th The Leas, Folkestone 

Sat 25th The Great Lines, Gillingham 

  Pencester Gardens, Dover 

  The Victorian Green, Broadstairs 

  DFDTC Manston 

  Ramsgate 

 


