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As the combatants on the Western Front analysed the harsh realities and costs of the fighting throughout 
1916 they may well have thought that the casualty figures could not get any worse. 1917 was to prove them 
wrong in this respect and as the year progressed major political events would unfold as future articles will 
reveal. 

Away from the Western Front some success was to be found in the Middle East where British forces started 
the clearance of the Sinai Peninsula from Turkish control and prepared plans for the invasion of Palestine.  
President Woodrow Wilson tried once again to interest the combatant nations to agree to “peace without 
victory”. Whilst Germany showed interest, her accompanying demands were largely found unacceptable to 
Britain and France.  Both rejected the Wilson proposals and with obvious determination settled for a ‘see this 
matter through to the end’ approach. Amongst the consequences of this rejection was that the USA slowly 
prepared the nation to join the war and was motivated by the German decision to embark on unrestricted 
submarine warfare. Accepting the risk of hastening the USA participation in the war, the German view was 
that it would take at least 2 years for any effective American contribution in Europe; by which time Germany 
would have emerged victorious.  

The 5th (Cinque ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment began the month still in the Somme camp at 
Bazentin-Le-Grand Wood, which was to be known officially as “Cinque Ports Camp”.  By mid-month all 
works on the camp had been completed, all huts were numbered and marked and the camp was handed 
over to the 15th Division in a very clean and sanitary condition.  The Battalion moved back from the front line 
for 10 days to take rest, where they were inspected and praised for their good work during the previous three 
months.  By the end of the month the 5th were on the move again, this time to Peronne, on the banks of the 
Somme river, where they were detailed to relieve the 152nd French Division.

“Slog on, slog on” was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s suggestion for a New Year’s motto. He suggested that the
country couldn't do better than say as Scott did to his do-or-die sledging party. T.E. Lawrence joined the
forces of the Arabian sheik Faisal al Husayn on January 1 1917.

Locally, in mid January an exhibition of the famous cinematograph pictures of the battle of the Somme was 
given at the Parish Hall in Mayfield. Whilst most sporting events had ceased locally since the start of the war, 
hunting was still an ongoing pastime for many locals; the Eridge Fox Hounds met on 5 days in January, with 
a meet mid-month occurring at Argos Hill.

Food shortage was becoming an increasing issue nationally, and the new Minister of Agriculture, Mr.
Prothero confessed at an address to the AGM of the National Farmers’ Union that he received a “staggering
blow” when he learnt that the War Office were planning to take 30,000 more men from the land. Mr Prothero
was due to visit Kent in early February and ahead of his visit there was much concern in the local papers
already about the possibility of the highly cultivated hop gardens in Kent and Sussex being required to be
turned over to food production for the remainder of the war. Meanwhile, farmers and smallholders in
Mayfield, perhaps due to the increasing pressure coming to bear on farmers, agreed unanimously to create a
Mayfield branch of the National Farmers’ Union.

The Uckfield Tribunal assembled in the latter part of the month and the Kent &Sussex Courier 26/1/17 
reported the following claims for exemptions and subsequent decisions made regarding Mayfield individuals: 
‘W Wicker, a vegetable gardener of Lanyard Cottage, Mark Cross employed by Mr G F Stevens sought 
exemption on domestic grounds. His mother wrote that she had four sons in the Army and Navy and that one 
had been drowned (G Wicker Mayfield WM: Article No ???? refers). Wicker said he was the only son left at 
home. Application refused. 
Six months exemption was granted to William Sholfield, a foreman cowman, employed by Mr Marchant 
Knight of Gillhope, Mayfield. 
The case of M Hall, a farm labourer, employed by Mr Poulter of Mayfield, was adjourned for the ‘“man to find 
work on a larger farm’”. He had been passed for general service, and his application was on domestic 
grounds.’ 

A new Mayfield correspondent for the Kent &Sussex Courier appears to have been appointed as the ‘District’ 
local news is greatly expanded with much detailed information of events and particularly of servicemen. 

K&SC 19/1/17 COMFORT FUND: ‘Grateful letters of thanks have been received from local men at the front 
to whom parcels have been sent from the Comfort Fund; but as a long list of names still remains to whom no 
parcels have been sent, contributions and useful articles would be thankfully received by Mrs Eliot and Miss 
Foard.’  



K&SC 26/1/17 WAR SUPPLY WORK GUILD: ‘During the year this Guild has made and sent to the Depot at 
Lewes a total of 3841 articles; which  included Mufflers 141; pairs of socks 57; bandages, roller 1343; 
mosquito nets 42; (and many more items which can be found listed on P7 of this newspaper)  

K&SC 5/1/17 HOME ON LEAVE: ‘Sergt Flinn has returned to his home In East St on 14 days leave. Before 
the war Sergt Flinn was a local postman, and was called up with the Reserves.. He was with the detachment 
of Royal Marines that landed at Ostend and was subsequently sent to Ireland where he has been recruiting 
for the Naval forces. 
Pte H Vickers A.S.C. has returned home on 10 days leave from France.Before joining the Army Pte Vickers 
was chauffeur at Cranesden. 
Pte A Fuller, 5 Sussex Territorials, is home on 10 days leave from the Front. 
Pte H Forde, Royal Fusiliers, is home on seven days leave from hospital having been invalided from the 
Front suffering from neuritis. 
HOME FROM SALONIKA: Shoeing Smith T Barrow RFA has returned to his home at Love Lane Terrace on 
10 days leave from hospital. SS Barrow, who in private life worked for Mr R Cottingham of High St ,enlisted 
on August 30 1915 and was sent to France in September, and was in the successful British offensive East of 
Loos on September 27th. On Nov 4th he was transferred to Alexandria, sailing from Marseilles, from there he 
was again transferred arriving on Boxing Day. After being for some months at Salonika he contracted malaria 
fever and was sent to St Davids Hospital Malta. On nearing convalescence he was sent home, and sailed in 
the ill fated Hospital Ship Brittanica on her last voyage to England, and was then transferred to a 
convalescent home at Lewisham. 
Two other Mayfield man came home on Brittanica. Private E Varty now in hospital at Newport, South Wales 
and Pte W Raymond now in hospital at Gloucester, both suffering from the after effects of malaria fever.’  

K&SC 12/1/17 ON LEAVE: Gunner H Harmer has been on leave from France. When war broke out he was a 
Mayfield Policeman, and was called up with the Reserve. Being time expired, he took advantage of a 
month’s leave he was entitled to. He returned to the Front on Jan 1st.’ 
Relating to the funeral of Mr Walter Winter mention is made of his two sons Private T. Winter and Private C 
Winter serving in France.  
‘Mr & Mrs Thurlow of Rose Cottage, Fletching St received official news from the War Office that their son Pte 
John Thurlow RSR, is wounded and missing. Before enlisting he worked for 14 years in Mr W Brown’s 
market garden.’  (In the November 1916 article the circumstances of Pte Thurlow’s death was described. He 
was missing/wounded/presumed killed as from the 19th November. Nearly 2 months later his parents appear 
to have had the first official notification that their son was wounded and missing. Their mixture of hope and 
grief which obviously continued , can only be imagined)  

K&SC 19/1/17. ‘Mr P Skinner, fishmonger High St has been called up and joined HM Forces on Wednesday 
(17th). His sister has taken charge of the business while he is away. 
ON LEAVE: QM Sergt Tremaine has returned to his home at Allens Farm on ten days leave from France. He 
joined the 5th Sussex Territorial Regiment over twelve years ago and was called up with the Reserve on the 
outbreak of war. He has been at the Front nearly two years. 
Pte G Kealey, Sussex Regiment is home on leave from France having been at the Front over 18 months. 
Pte H Burtonshaw, who has been in hospital suffering from gas poisoning is now convalscent and home on 
ten days leave. He is an old Territorial and was called up on the outbreak of war.’ 

K&SC 26/1/17. HOME ON LEAVE. ‘Mr Marsh, Coachman of Fir Toll, has been lucky in having two of his 
sons home on leave together from France. Pte W Marsh, Army Veterinary Corps & Pte T Marsh, Army 
Service Corps. Both have seen long service at the Front and were delighted to be home together. 
PROMOTION: Mr E W Burchell, elder son of Mrs & Mrs Burchell of the Star Hotel, High St, who on the 
outbreak of war enlisted in the Hampshire Regiment and rose to the rank of Sergt-Instructor has been 
prompoted to 2nd Lt and appointed to the 3rd RSR.  
Wedding: Corporal Alfred Ticehurst, RSR, eldest son of the late Mr Ticehurst of Five Ashes, to Miss Edith 
Pope of the Warren, Mayfield. The Bridegroom is home on leave from the Front, where he has been a year 
and nine months. Before joining the Army he worked in the gardens at Claytons.’  

No names are recorded on the Mayfield or Five Ashes War Memorials for January 1917.   
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