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Whilst fighting had not stopped in the Somme region, the intensity had decreased dramatically. Influenced by 
winter weather conditions the momentum eased and plans for 1917 were drafted in co-operation with the 
French.  Away from the battlefield the repercussions from the perceived outcomes on the Somme and 
Verdun was to reflect on a number of political and military figures.  

In Britain, Herbert Asquith resigned as Prime Minister and the dynamic, hard nosed David Lloyd George 
stepped into his shoes. Reacting to a ‘peace note’ to the allied governments from Germany Lloyd George 
responded in his first speech as PM by stating “we shall put our trust rather in an unbroken army than in 
broken faith.”   Sir Douglas Haig, CIC of the British forces on the Western Front, was promoted to Field 
Marshal.  

At Verdun the German plan to exhaust the French Army to the point of collapse failed after 10 months bitter 
fighting, with high cost to both sides in men and material.  Political manoeuvring in Paris lead to General 
Joffre being replaced as CIC of the armies of the East/North East but appointed to ‘General in Chief’ of all 
french armies and military advisor to the French Government. He was also promoted to Marshall. Unhappy 
with not having the rank of Commmander-in-Chief of the French Armies he resigned. General Foch was also 
replaced and chose ‘semi retirement’, but not for long; he was shortly to be made chief military advisor to the 
French Government following the resignation of General Joffre. 

The 5th (Cinque ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment spent the month of December stationed at 
Bazentin le Grand, some 3km north west of the Somme.  Their’s was a month of working on 
accommodation, at both new and abandoned camps.  The battalion diaries make no reference to Christmas, 
but Col. Langham notes that the health of the men had much improved, especially during the last half of the 
month, owing to rest from constant night-work and care of feet etc.  

The British national news was dominated for many days by the change of Prime Minister and the 
coincidental peace proposals put out by the German Government. The K&SC 22/12/26 carried an editorial 
which commented on the new PM’s response to the German ‘peace’ proposals and give some indication of 
the national mood. ‘It was that they (sic) are no proposals, and that to entertain them as such would be “to 
put our heads into a noose, with the rope and end left in Germany’s hands.” It is a reply, as Mr Lloyd George 
scarcely needed to assure us, not lightly given and it involves an attitude from which there can be and will be 
no retrogression. There can be no treating for terms of settlement of this mighty conflict with the crime-
stained pledge-breakers who are Germany’s rulers. They have placed themselves beyond the pale. Their 
sworn promises are worth nothing to any man. “Complete restitution, complete repatriation, effectual 
guarantee.” These as Mr Lloyd George said, “must be our unalterable demands.” 

There must have been great rejoicing in some homes in Mayfield as men from the 5th Sussex Territorial 
Regiment returned home on leave for 10 days.  About 17 Mayfield men had joined the 5th, and the local 
newspaper recorded that despite being at the front for nearly two years the regiment had been extremely 
fortunate with no casualties, except for Private Harry Burtonshaw, who had been gassed and was in hospital 
in Cardiff.   

Local Mayfield residents would have been dismayed by news that from 1 January 1917 reduced train 
services into London would come into force; the stated aim was to reduce travelling facilities in order to meet 
national requirements. The reduced services were to be accompanied by an increase in ordinary fares of 
50%, although season tickets were exempt from an increase. 

The K&SC 22/12/16 under the MAYFIELD section provided detail of available Christmas Fare as follows: “In 
spite of high prices prevailing Mr George Wickens, the well known Butcher of High St, has on show large 
quantities of beef, mutton, pork etc of top quality; while the display by Mr Hentry Jarvis of beef, pork, turkeys, 
geese, ducks and fowls, is in quality, second to none.” 

The Uckfield Tribunal convened mid December with the following reports relating to ‘Mayfield’ individuals:   
i) S.E.  Richardson, carman and labourer was applied for by C.C. Napper of Mayfield. He (Napper) protested 
against married men with families having to go while single men remained at home. Exempted until end of 
January 1917. Not renewable.  
ii) J Akehurst, gardener of East St Mayfield employed by Dr Clapham applied on domestic grounds. Refused.  
G Noble a motor driver of New Cottages, Five Ashes pleaded Child iIl, Wife bordering on a breakdown and 
wife’s mother who lived with them suffering from chronic rheumatism and weak heart. Adjourned until 13 
Febuary 1917 to enable Noble to seek work of national importance in the neighbourhood.  



Military Comings & Goings. 
Owing to his intention of joining the Railway Troops of the RE Mr O Pickard resigned as temporary Hon Sec 
of the Conservative Club. 
Private H.G. Cornford, second son of Horace Cornford formerly of Five Ashes, and who went to Australia 
several years ago , and there answered his Country’s call has been spending a few days with his parents at 
Harlands Farm, Uckfield before rejoining the Australian contingent at the front. 
Private James Skinner RSR, third son of Mrs Skinner of the Warren, who has been home on seven days sick 
leave, has been removed in a motor ambulance to the Military Hospital at Eastbourne. 
Private James Bale,RSR, has returned to his home in High St on 10 days leave from hospital. Private Bale 
was wounded in September with shrapnel in the arm.  
William Pope, son of Mr Stephen Pope of Warren Road, 5th RSR, returned home on Saturday night on 10 
days leave from France. 
Driver W.E. Hook, son of Mr E Hook, Lower Cowden Farm, has returned to his home on seven days leave 
from hospital. Driver Hook enlisted in the RSR on Sept 3 1914 joining the Transport Section. While engaged 
in taking provisions to the trenches on Easter Monday his horses bolted and overturned the transport, 
resulting in Driver Hook’s arm being fractured and broken. He has been in the RNO Hospital Great Portland 
St. 
Private W Colvin has returned to his home at Colkins Mill on ten days leave from hospital. Private Colvin was 
wounded in the back with Shrapnel. Before joining the Middlesex Regiment he worked in the garden at 
Sunnybank. 

Two individuals are recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes war memorials for December 1916. 

 

William Alfred Pierson. Private 2 Battalion Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex 
reg). Service No G/40400. He was formerly with the Royal Sussex Regiment, 
Service No 12163.  William died on the 1st December 1916 aged 29. 

William was born in West Hoathly to parents George and Louisa.  By 1901 the 
family were living in South Street, Mayfield where George worked as a 
wheelwright (wheel maker) and William at the age of 13 was recorded as a 
grocer’s errand boy.  William was one of 5 children, and in 1911 the family were 
living at Silverware in Mayfield; both parents and four adult children living in just 5 
rooms.  At this time William had been promoted, and was now a grocer’s assistant.  
Three years later in September 1914 William married Kate Kemp in Langton and 
after their wedding reception they both left for Hastings. 
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In mid December 1916 the local newspaper reported that ‘News was received from the War Office on 
Tuesday that Pte William Pierson of the Royal Sussex Regiment died of wounds in Dec 1st. He is the son of 
Mr & Mrs Pierson of The Warren, East St Mayfield and he joined the RSR in May last and went to France 
early in Sept. Previous to joining the colours he was in the employ of Mr Holder where he had been for 16 
years ever since leaving school.’ 

There does seem to be some confusion over whether William died from wounds, pneumonia or possibly a 
combination of both. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission site states that William died of 
pneumonia. 

William is buried at Etaples Military cemetery. During WWI the area around Etaples was the scene of 
immense concentrations of Commonwealth reinforcements camps and hospitals. It was remote from attack 
except from aircraft and accessible by railway from both the Northern/Southern battlefields. Hospitals 
included eleven general; one stationary; four Red Cross hospitals and a convalescent depot. It could deal 
with 22,000 wounded or sick. 



Charles Kenward.  Private 2 Battalion Grenadier Guards.  Service No. 15398.  Charles was killed in action 
on the 15th December 1916 aged 22.  

Charles was born in Watlington, Sussex, one of seven children, to parents William and Alice.  His father, 
William, was a Sergeant of the Police, and in 1901 the family was living at the Police Station in Newhaven.  
By 1911 the family had moved and were living at the Police Station in Mark Cross.  By this time Charles was 
17 years old and was a domestic groom, although recorded at the time as out of work.  He is known to have 
married his wife Annie some time in the late summer of 1916.  

Charles enlisted in East Grinstead, where he was residing at the time, perhaps as war started, as he was in 
hospital in October 1914, having already served with the army, suffering with injuries caused by a runaway 
horse which had bolted whilst experiencing its first taste of enemy fire.  The 2nd Bn Grenadier Guards  were 
involved in several battles of the Somme in 1916, namely The Battle of Flers-Courcelette and The Battle of 
Morval.  The precise circumstances of Charles’ death are unclear, as newspaper reports at the time were 
very scant just reporting that he was killed in action.  He is buried at Combles Communal Cemetery 
Extension, in the Somme region of France. 
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