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Latest updates 

Membership Consultations 
 
With the Legion-wide Strategy expected to launch later this year, the Membership team are organising a series of 
consultations across the country. In the consultations, members will look at how membership is a key part of the 
Legion’s five year strategy and have open discussion about the areas we need to develop.  (London’s took place 
on 7 August) however you may attend any below, should you be in the locality.   
The following dates have been agreed: 

Date   Area   Location   Time  

20th Aug    Manchester/Lancashire   Manchester Conference Centre     
  Pendulum Hotel, Manchester 

  1030  

10th Sep   South East   East Grinstead RBL Branch    1100  

18th Sep   West Midlands   Knowle RBL Club, Solihull   1100  

24th Sep   Dorset/Hampshire/IoW   Southampton (venue tbc)   1100  

TBC    Merseyside/Cheshire   Gateway Conference Centre,  
  Liverpool 

  

1st Oct   North   Penrith RBL Club   1230  

8th Oct   Northern Ireland   Cookstown RBL Club    1100  

16th Oct   Yorkshire   Novotel Hotel, Leeds   1100  

22nd Oct   Somerset/Wiltshire   (venue tbc)   1100  

23rd Oct   South West Midlands   Gloucester (venue tbc)   1100  

30th Oct   East   The Apex, Bury St. Edmunds   1100  

6th Nov   Devon/Cornwall   Plymouth (venue tbc)   1100  

To register your attendance please contact pbadger@britishlegion.org.uk with the venue and time you are 
interested in attending.  
 
Please note that if the number of people registering is very low, we may cancel the session, so it is important that 
you contact us if you are interested in attending, and we can get in touch with you if it is cancelled. 
  

Branch Annual Returns 2016 
 
This is a reminder that Annual Returns (to be completed by all branches, for the year ending 30 June 2016) 
are due by 30 September 2016.   
 
Last year only 34% of branches met this due date. The goal for this year is to reach 70% (around 1600 branches). 
To achieve this, the finance team need your support and encouragement.  
 
Why is it important that the finance team receive branch returns?  
Collectively, our 2200 branches make up a significant part of the financial results of the Royal British Legion. To 
ensure the external auditors get a full picture of branch returns, they will examine income, expenses and verify 
bank balances. This is why they need a June bank statement and the bank’s authority to disclose letters. 
 
All the relevant information was sent to Branches by the end of July, so they should now have everything they need 
to complete their Annual Returns. If you are aware that a branch is having difficulties, please ask them to contact 
their MSO or Branch Accounts team.  For branches using LOMAS, queries can be sent to the LOMAS helpdesk as 
usual. 
 
With 30 September fast approaching, the finance team appreciate your support and co-operation in meeting this 
Annual Return submission date.  
 
If you have any queries, please contact branchaccounts@britishlegion.org.uk  
Latest updates to the Branch Property Trusts (BPTs) Programme 

Latest mailings to Branches – The BPT team are sending ongoing communications to Branches which are 
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tailored towards what stage the BPT is at within the BPT programme. In July 2016 they sent two letters to relevant 
Branches: 

 A letter regarding changes to BPT rental income  

 A letter explaining that some Branches will have their hearing delayed if the BPT connected to their Branch 
will be closed. 

Next mailing to Branches – The BPT team are currently deciding whether to close BPTs that have been sold and 
are connected to active Branches. Branches will hear about the decision by letter in late September 2016, or before 
December 2016. 

New policies and guidance – The BPT team have introduced two new policies:  

 Branches Occupying Premises – this is a process that any Branch can go through to request a new 
property. This includes Branches who want a replacement BPT property. 

 Helping Branches Adjust to BPT Changes – Branches affected by the BPT programme can apply for 
specially created funding. 

Changes to rental income – The BPT team have made significant changes to the way some Branches receive 
BPT rental income. From 31 March 2016, any Branch with unspent rental income of more than £5,000 in its Branch 
account, will have its BPT rental income paid directly into its BFI account. If the Branch did not have a BFI account, 
the BPT team opened one. 

If you have any queries or would like more information about Branch Property Trusts, please contact the BPT team 
at bpt@britishlegion.org.uk  

Membership Council news 

MS1 Forms  

It was agreed in the Membership Council meeting on Wednesday 20 July that the following amends will be made to 
the MS1 form: 

 All Branch Officer positions must be occupied.  One person cannot hold more than one Branch Officer 
Position. 

 The Officers must be aware of the financial rules and regulations. 

 Addresses are gathered from Branch Chairman, Branch Vice Chairman and Branch Secretary on MS1 
forms to give more correspondence options. 

The new, editable MS1 forms will shortly be available on Office 365 and the Legion website (Membership 
Documents section). 

Calendar 

August-September 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

   
11-Aug 12 13 14 

      
 

 
 

    

 

 Membership 
Consultation 

Leicester 

    

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 
24 

     

mailto:bpt@britishlegion.org.uk


 

Membership 
Consultation 
Manchester 

    

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Jutland 
Centenary 
Concert 25 

  

 
    

 
 

  
 

  

  
 

  

29 30 31 1-Sep 2 3 4 

     
 
 

 
  

Pedal to Paris  
  
  
  

  

  
      

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 Pedal to Paris         
Membership 
Consultation 

East Grinstead 
 

September-October 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

      
 

 
 

  
Membership 
Consultation  

Knowle 
 
 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 
24 

  

  

– 
 

Membership 
Consultation 
Southampton 

    

26 27 28 29 30 1-Oct 2 

Jutland 
Centenary 
Concert 25 

  

 
    

   

  
Membership 
Consultation 

Penrith 
  

  
 

  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

     
 
  

  
 

 

  

  
   Membership 

Consultation 
Cookstown 

    

          

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

            
Membership 
Consultation 

Leeds  

 

Please send any of your team's news and achievements to pbadger@britishlegion.org.uk if you would like them published in the main Membership  
e-Newsletter. A full archive of Membership Newsletters can be found in the Membership Document Area or via your Membership Support Officer. 

Greater London District News – August 2016 



 

GLD Annual Parade 

The GLD Committee have agreed to hold the annual parade on 2nd October 2016at Romford RBL. Branches 
will be emailed the full details nearer to the time. 

GLD District Poppy Appeal Coordinator 

The GLD Committee appointed Jeff Borsack of the Monash Branch as the DPAC, until the AGM in 2017.  He 
will work with the staff CFR’s and GLD Branch PAO’s.  

100 Years young – Monash Member 

Lt Col M Cohen TD DL was treated to a surprise congratulatory 100th 
year birthday wish from the London Area Office, presented here by 
Harold Newman MBE, Chairman of the Monash Branch.  Mr Cohen 
had also received the Queens birthday card along with many family 
and friend’s good wishes.   

If you have a member about to reach 100 years old and would like to 
present them with a birthday appreciation certification email your 
request to the MSO at sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk  

 

East Barnet Poppy Appeal March & Service  
Sunday 30th October 2016 

East Barnet Royal British Legion will once again mark the start of 
the 2016 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal within the London 
Borough of Barnet with a March and service.  

The march will leave East Barnet Royal British Legion, Brookhill 
Road, East Barnet, at 1340 hours and march to Brookside 
Methodist Church in East Barnet village for a service at 1400.  
Following the service, the parade will reform and march back to 
the Legion HQ at approx. 14:45 hours. Service conducted by the 
Rev Shaun Sanders and the Rev James Mustard, EBRBL 
Chaplains.  

The parade will be lead by the Pipes and Drums of The 
Metropolitan Police Pipe Band. The other contingents are 
expected to include the following:  

Standard bearers representing The Royal British Legion, AJEX (Jewish ex-servicemen’s association), RAFA, 
RASC/RCT and others (all welcome) are expected to attend. Also expected, a contingent of  Army Cadets, 
CCF and ATC. Veterans including former Ghurkhas, and Legion members.  Also to be invited are the Deputy 
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Lord Lieutenant of Barnet, local MP’s, the Mayor of Barnet and other representatives of the Local government. 
Please include this event in your diary and inform Phillip Bishop EBRBL parade coordinator ASAP, via email at 
phillip720bishop@btinternet.com whether you are able to attend.  N.B. The parade will be formed up in the car 
park at East Barnet RBL, and for that reason no cars will be able to be parked there during that period. Post 

code for Sat Nav:  EN4 8SL  

Military Corrective Training Centre (MCTC) Thank you to GLD Standard Bearers 

In appreciation of our GLD Standard Bearers supporting the MCTC’s fundraiser march from Colchester to the 
Tower of London in June; the MCTC treated them to a tour of the MCTC and a well deserved lunch in the WO 
Mess.   

The MCTC staff members has so far raised £2,688.04 for the Poppy Appeal.  Here you can see the total 
raised as people continue to donate on the Just Giving website.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/MCTC01 .  For more photos and see this Flickr Album 

Standard Bearer Training Dates 2016 

 September 14 th 
 October 12 th 
 November 9 th 
 December 14 th 

No need to book, turn up with sling, gauntlets and standard at the  
Army Centre, 213 Balham High Road, Balham, SW17 7BQ. 
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