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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

I can tell from the social media of Facebook and also the on-line local papers and the general 
County grapevine that you all had good turnouts at your Remembrance Sunday parades and the 
special services on Armistice Day.  Pauline and I were at our branch in the morning and in the 
afternoon we were at the Royal British Legion Village service, attended by the Village residents. 

I was recently asked by a Branch Chairman if the item ‘Any Other Business’ should remain as an 
agenda item at the branch monthly meeting.  My reply was “The word ‘relevant’ should be 
inserted otherwise it can be a sounding a board if the Chairman hasn’t asked for items at the start 
of a meeting”.  I would suggest that, if looking for items for the agenda, it might not be best to 
include ‘Legion in the Community’ as an item.  So many branches use AOB as the place to 
announce branch events like Remembrance, fetes and this would be the correct place to do it.  
Every member of the branch often has done something between meetings that could be recorded 
and that they could speak on; from visiting one of the members, talking to members of other 
organisations or the general public about the Legion, attending fetes and fayres or just the High 
Street to hand out locally produced recruiting posters.  They may have found out about 
something locally that could effect the ex-service person and this would enable you to start a local 
campaign (after checking out the story).  I think this would help to bring some renewed interest in 
the charitable work if not the membership of your local branch.  Give it a try for a couple of 
meetings and let me know how it goes. 

With most of the AGMs finished I and the other members of the County team would like to thank 
all those who have stood down this year from office for their service to their branch and County.  
For those taking office, thank you and welcome to the local management of your branch.  I must 
give also a special mention to those of you who are continuing in your branch roles.  Without all 
of you the Legion would be a poorer, if not non-existent, membership organisation.  Believe it or 
not we at County are all truly grateful to all those involved in the running of branches.  We 
appreciate that you may have had quite a difficult year with the changes to membership 
processes and renewals and I am proud that the vast majority have risen to the challenge.  Once 
we have this first year under our belts I believe that it will then be plain sailing. 
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Christmas is now on us and I was well made aware of that this weekend, after going shopping for 
presents with my wife and daughter, although their presents weren’t as expensive as the 
unexpected one I had to buy myself today.  A new computer.  My previous one died on me twice 
this weekend and I have lost all my email history and a number of files which were not backed up 
on my portable drive.   
A great many of you will be having parties, lunches and special social evenings over this month 
instead of and along with the Branch meeting.  May I wish you and your families a very happy 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Richard Cast 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£121.09 St Eligius Rose Croix Chapter 992 
£193.75 St Peter & St Paul, Upper Hardres 
£192.00 Mrs Marjorie Smith 
£50.00 St Mary & St Radigund, Postling 
£30 St Nicholas, Sturry 

 
ANNUAL COUNTY CONFERENCE 2016 

Next year’s County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall on Saturday 16th January 
commencing at 1 pm.  Branch secretaries will now have received the papers they will need.  All 
paperwork concerning Conference has been printed on green paper to make it immediately 
identifiable.  Please remember, if you wish to send a delegate to County Conference or to Annual 
Conference in May your R&P / Branch Accounts form must have been received at County Office 
by 30th September, your MS1 must be received by 31st December and your Annual 
Membership Fees must have been paid by 30th May.  Remember, if your Branch Delegate does 
not attend your voice can not be heard.  This is your chance to put your points of view over for 
discussion.  Delegate applications must be received at County Office by no later than 
Wednesday 9th December. 

The guest speaker will be the National President, Vice Admiral Peter Wilkinson CB CVO.  There will 
be time for a question and answer session and it is hoped that all branches will make an extra 
effort to attend so that they can put any questions to him.  Questions are to be submitted to the 
Membership Support Officer and to date just one has been received.  If your branch has anything 
concerning the Legion for the President please forward them now to give him time to obtain 
answers. 

Steve Woolford 
Conference Secretary 

AWARDS COMMITTEE 

Thank you to all who returned their awards as requested.  We can now sort them out and get new 
boxes made so the winners do not get to take them away in carrier bags and shoe boxes.  Thank 
you all for your support. 

Aussie Walker 
Awards Committee Chairman 

KENT OFFICE CHRISTMAS CLOSING 

The Kent Office will close from COP 21st December therefore no one will be in the office to 
answer telephones or e-mails or to accept mail after that date until the office re-opens on 
Monday 4th January 2016. (Please see following item). 
 
ANNUAL RETURNS - MS1s  

Branch Secretaries are reminded that MS1s must be at County Office by no later than 31st 
December.  However, please see the above notice concerning the office closure. 
 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMS  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

This is a reminder that Form MS4/RMFAPP002/0515 is the only version of the form that can be 
used and is available to order from the Poppy Appeal, not County Office.  Please submit your 
orders to PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk or by phoning 01622 795801 or 01622 717172.  
Because of the larger than A4 size the form must not be photocopied; nor is there an electronic 
version. 
 
BRANCH STANDARDS OVERSEAS 

Authority for taking Branch Standards abroad is given by the County Committee/County 
Management Board whose meetings are held once a month.  Requests therefore need to be 
submitted to the MSO at least a month before departure.  
 
WELFARE IS NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS … 

A regular complaint that I often hear is that branches are not allowed to do welfare.  This is very 
much not the case and I wish to prove that branches have never stopped doing welfare. 

So let me start by asking you to consider what welfare is?  The Oxford English Dictionary offers 
two definitions of welfare.  The first is ‘Efforts to promote basic material well being of people in 
need’.  To me this reinforces the ‘Victorian benevolence’ model of welfare delivery that keeps 
people dependant and charitable intervention.  We need to separate the idea of welfare from the 
cheque book.  Welfare support does not necessarily have to equal financial expenditure.  The 
second definition is the ‘Health, happiness and fortunes of an individual or group’.  This 
demonstrates a move away from welfare towards well-being.  I would therefore challenge you to 
change the definition of welfare in your minds and think COMRADESHIP, CARE AND SUPPORT.  
These are the very reasons the Legion was formed 1921! 

I am sure that it will not come as a surprise to anyone that Comradeship, Care and Support is 
already being undertaken by branches all over the County.  These activities include home visits, 
hospital visits and funeral representation.  But why not develop new ideas?  How about 
Comradeship coffee mornings, where people can come and meet and develop new friendships? 

But why is this so important?  We are an aging population.  The Royal British Legion 2014 
household survey identified that members of the Armed Forces community that were  over 75 
were more likely to suffer from social isolation than other age groups; however, it was felt across 
all age groups.  Age UK estimate there are one million lonely older people who regularly go a 
month or more without talking to someone.  Therefore I want to ask you two questions; what is 
your branch doing and what can your branch do?  Remember we are here for the whole of the 
AFC not just our fellow members 

So what do I need from you?  I need to know what you are doing.  By you completing the Visitor 
Volunteer VV3 forms and returning them to MSOs I am able to collate all of the good work that is 
being done in the name of the Legion across Kent and the South East.  This information can then 
be used to drive local and national political policy and Legion strategy and practice.  The recording 
of your welfare Comradeship, Care and Support activities would provide me with a huge dossier 
of evidence that is hard to dispute that I can use to influence your local authorities to ensure 
services represent the needs of the people.  I need your intelligence! 

Finally, I want to take the opportunity to wish you all a peaceful Christmas.  Have a happy New 
Year and see you all at County Conference. 

Sandra 
Area Manager South East 
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CAROL SERVICE 

The annual County Carol Service will take place at 3 pm on Saturday 12th December in the 
Community Hall at the Capel Morris Centre in the Royal British Legion Village.  All are welcome. 
 
COWDEN, HARTFIELD & DISTRICT BRANCH 

The Branch decided that it should alternate Remembrance Sunday Lunches between Cowden and 
Hartfield and this was the first at Hartfield.  There was a good turnout of 60 and the event made a 
profit of £200 that will go to the Poppy Appeal. 
 
92 year old member Bill Mawson has finally received his Legion d’Honneur from a grateful French 
Nation – by post!  

The Branch will be having a meeting on 7th December followed by a supper but unfortunately Bill 
has declined an invitation as he doesn’t go out on winter nights.  However, a suitable testimonial 
of congratulations has been produced and it will be presented to him later that week. 

Bill served with 13/18 Royal Hussars, landing on D Day in a dinghy, his tank having sunk.  With his 
crew they saved the life of a naval rating who had lost a foot.  The rating survived to later 
emigrate to New Zealand but met Bill again when he visited Edenbridge in 1994. 

Bill is profoundly deaf but his daughter, who lives in Nottingham, does get to visit him.  She says 
that his medal is on display in his hall and he would welcome anyone to just drop in! 
 
HERNE BAY BRANCH 

All of us at the Herne Bay Branch are proud of the fact that two of our members have been 
awarded the Legion d’Honneur for their part in the landings on D-Day.  Leslie Collins landed on D-
Day and Peter Smoothy did several runs on his landing craft.  Congratulations to both on their 
much deserved awards from the French government. 
 
WOODCHURCH BRANCH 

One of our members, Chris Dudman, took part in the Pedal to Paris Cycle Ride recently.  Chris is a 
well known and highly popular member of the village being the local postmaster as well as our 
local Poppy Appeal Organiser.  We members of the Branch are sure it was this local popularity 
that resulted in him raising the magnificent sum of £3,605.  The Branch has marked his great 
achievement by awarding him a Branch Certificate. 
 
ISLE OF THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

Can I say a big thank you to all who supported this year’s Festival.  I can report it was a successful 
night.  A special thanks must go to the Standard Bearers and Parade Marshals. 

I am pleased to announce that the 2016 festival will be on Friday 21st October at the Winter 
Gardens, Margate.  The military band will be confirmed nearer the time. 

Aussie Walker 
Festival Director 

 
VISIT BY DEMENTIA UK 

On Wednesday 20th January, between 1pm and 3pm, there will be representatives from 
Dementia UK at The Capel Morris Centre, Royal British Legion Village, Aylesford.  They will be 
there to offer support, information, advertise awareness and be able to give confidential advice to 
anyone wanting to know more about Dementia, its signs and the care that is available. 
 
 

 



KENT MILITARY COMMUNITY CHOIR 

Do you have a military connection or are you a military supporter?  Do you enjoy singing?  Would 
you like to sing in support of the Armed forces?  The Kent Military Community Choir is welcoming 
men and women over the age of 18 years (14 if accompanied by an adult).  No experience is 
necessary and all abilities considered.  Rehearsals are held every Thursday at Cheriton Primary 
School, Church Road, Folkestone CT20 3EP from 7 - 9pm.  Subs are £10 per month.  For more 
information e-mail kentmilitarycommunitychoir@gmail.com or call or text 07850 123739 or just 
come along and join us on the night.  There is parking on site. 
 
ENERGY BEST DEAL SESSIONS 

There is a team working within the Citizens Advice Bureau working on matters relating to relief 
from fuel poverty, energy and thermal efficiency measures for the most vulnerable in our 
communities.  With this is mind they are running Energy Best Deal (EBD) Workshops.  The sessions 
are free and last approximately an hour and feedback reveals that 89% of previous attendees said 
they felt more confident on finding a better deal on their energy costs after the session.  The 
workshops not only discuss energy efficiency measures, but also help to dispel the myths relating 
to switching supplier as this can be a daunting process for many. 

The workshops themselves cover four main topics.  Firstly there is an interactive quiz which covers 
topics ranging from household debt to self-insulating measures throughout the home.  This covers 
different tariffs available and the variety of payment options for customers depending on their 
circumstances. 

Secondly there is a discussion on how to maximise income within the home and what people may 
be entitled to, such as the cold weather payment and the warm home discount.  The presentation 
covers the process of applying for these and explains the support which Citizens Advice can 
provide through our advice sessions and Energy Best Deal Extra Program. 

The last two sections cover ‘what can I do at home to save gas and electricity?’.  This starts with 
an in-depth discussion on how to save money within the home through measures which can be 
undertaken by the individuals and also the Government funded schemes which are available to 
keep the home well insulated and gives ‘top tips’ for saving money throughout the home.  The 
closing topic covers switching and runs through the process and the action in-depth of switching 
energy supplier. 

To recap the EBD programme works from guidelines established by the All-Party Parliamentary 
Fuel Poverty and Energy Efficiency Group at Westminster and not only covers the process of 
switching in great detail but also how individuals can reduce costs throughout home for the whole 
year and beyond.  Therefore the EBD session is not a lecture but an education workshop which 
enables people to be able to get a better deal and be in contact with those who can help. 

Throughout the UK these sessions have been really successful as 97% of attendees found them 
informative on reducing energy costs through a variety of measures and processes.  If you wish to 
take advantage of a workshop for your members, and perhaps your local community, then please 
contact Billy Greening, Energy Champion for the South East, at billy.greening@nwkent.cab.org.uk 
or on 07769 276573. 
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Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    

 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Albert Cranthorne Birchington 

 Mr William Searby Elham Valley 

 Mr Raymond Chapman Fordcombe 

 Mr David McManus Hawkhurst 

 Mrs Janet Hogg Kemsing 

 Mr Gerald Fenner Maidstone 

 Mr John Cheeseman Ramsgate 

 

                              Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 
 

The County Chairman, committee and staff 
would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year 

 

mailto:twest@britishlegion.org.uk

