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As winter closed in on Northern Europe the weather conditions, forecast and real, restricted any large scale 
action along the long line of the Western Front. The preoccupation on all sides was to hold the line.  Their 
aim was to keep the opposing side on their toes through artillery assaults and small scale /nuisance/
reconnaissance raids and reassess strategy and tactics. 

Nevertheless, important actions were taking place away from the Western Front; in the Balkans, along the 
Austrian/Italian border lands and in the Middle East. In the Balkans the Serbians under heavy pressure were 
pushed back and their Bulgarian opponents captured a vital rail junction that allowed a rail line to stretch 
unhindered from Germany and Austria-Hungary all the way to Turkey.  

Along the Isonzo River, for the fourth time, the Italians made determined efforts to dislodge the Austro-
Hungarian forces and again made limited gains with high casualties on both sides. In the Middle East Lord 
Kitchener visited Gallipoli on a fact finding tour and concluded that evacuation was the sensible way ahead. 
This remained unconfirmed by the British Govt until early December. Elsewhere in the Mesopotomia region, 
British forces, largely the 6th (Poona) Division, mounted an attack at Ctesiphon 20 miles south of the main 
objective of Baghdad. Once again initial success was not exploited, owing to shortage of sufficient 
manpower reserves and inadequate supply lines. The British withdrew to marshall their forces for future 
efforts. 

On the political front Canada declared war on Turkey and Bulgaria ( for reasons unknown this appears to 
have taken the Canadian Govt some time to consider). In Britain, Winston Churchill, having resigned from 
the Government some months previously after being sacked as First Lord of the Admiralty,  volunteered for 
service on the Western Front when excluded from the newly formed War Cabinet. 

It was announced by the Prime Minister that 1,000,000 Britons were fighting on the Western Front. A few 
days later it was announced that British casualties to date stood at 510,000. 

The local men of the 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment were still stationed in the Sailly Au 
Bois area in the Pas-de-Calais region for November.  Their tasks included manning the local fort and 
trenches, but heavy rain and then snow mid-month meant that the trenches and roads had to be cleared.  
The Battalion received a draft of 40 NCO’s and men from England towards the end of the month, who were 
promptly fired on with 20 incendiary shells by the enemy just a few days after their arrival. 

The new recruitment initiative directed by Lord Derby (see October 1915 article) proceeded, with men being 
interviewed and encouraged to attest their willingness to enlist in the armed forces if and when necessary. 
This quasi voluntary conscription scheme placed single/married men in categories such as age, reserved 
occupations and published a programme of dates under which successive categories would be called up. 
This method of recruitment inevitably encountered teething troubles, particularly in how the scheme was 
perceived. Nevertheless, the authorities reacted swifltly to counter misconceptions/concerns by eg issuing 
khaki armbands to men awaiting call up or in agreed reserved occupations and agreeing that any call up 
would demand the enlistment of single men before married men. 

In response to the Derby scheme the Mayfield Farmers Club adopted a resolution calling on the Govt to 
issue special instructions to Recruiting Committees (see above Derby Scheme)  on the subject of exemption 
of agricultural workers. 

In Tunbridge Wells the early part of November brought tragic news to many residents and also to those living 
in surrounding areas. The 1/3 Kent Field Company Royal Engineers had embarked for the Middle East, in 
mid October,  and were formed of many local men, particularly from Southborough. Reports were received 
that on the 28th October the troopship HMS Hythe, transporting the 1/3 Kent men from Mudras Bay in 
Turkey to Gallipoli, had been rammed, at night, by another Troopship leaving Gallipoli at high speed. Of the 
Royal Engineers approx. 130 men were lost, a high proportion from Southborough. Substantial first hand 
accounts of the tragedy, from survivors, may be read in the K & SC newspapers for early November 1915. 
The loss of these men was made all the more poignant by the fact that the British Govt had decided to 
withdraw from Gallipoli although had not yet made any announcement of its intention.   

A matter that must have distracted Mayfield residents from the events of war for at least a short time was the 
sensational issue of an Affiliation Summons against the Mayfield Vicar by a servant girl (an affiliation 
summons occurs when the mother of a child born out of wedlock summons the father to court).  This court 
case heard before the Magistrates Borough Bench in Tunbridge Wells filled columns of the K&SC for some 
weeks. 

The Mayfield Fair was held as usual and appears to have been a large and busy occasion with reports of 
high sales of livestock eg 100 horses.  



Reference was made to the fact that Ernest Newell had enlisted in the army. 

No individuals are recorded on the local War Memorials for November 1915.  Remembrance Day was not 
commemorated nationally until 1919, a tradition that was begun by King George V.  So it seems that it was 
just pure coincidence that local newspapers in November published a Roll of Honour for Mayfield since the 
start of the war.  This Roll of Honour included the names of nine men (denoted by * below), which canny 
readers will realise is shorter than the sixteen deaths we have reported so far.  Why not all of the local 
deaths were recognised remains unclear.  The Roll of Honour included the name of Luther Heasman, of 
whose death sadly no trace can be found up to this time in 1915 or indeed afterwards. If anyone can throw 
any light on this matter it would be much appreciated by the Writers.  

The names of all the men commemorated in this column to date are: 
 Frank Heasman*  died 10.9.14 
 Alfred Berry*   died 1.11.14 (not on war memorial) 
 John Hamilton Langley*  died 19.11.14 
 Edwin Wicker   died 22.11.14 
 Frank Gutsell*   died 10.2.15 
 Frederick Akehurst  died 8.3.15 
 William Griffiths   died 9.5.15 
 Cadwallader J Coker*  died 22.6.15 
 Elam Cornford   died 10.7.15 
 Arthur Colvin*   died 24.7.15 
 Sidney Hall   died 28.8.15 
 Leslie Jarvis   died 2.9.15 
 Russel L H Simmons  died 25.9.15 
 Lewis Black   died 25.9.15 
 Frederick M Lowder*  died 25.9.15 
 Herbert Jones*   died 8.10.15 (not on war memorial) 
 Luther Heasman*  unknown (not on war memorial) 


