
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

13th July 2015 
 

Dear Cllr, 

 

We are writing to seek your support and assistance in ensuring that the Nation faces as few 

obstacles as possible in organising Remembrance parades. Together, our organisations are 

urging local authorities (and local police forces) to facilitate Remembrance services and 

parades without charge. As we mark the First World War centenary from August 2014 to 

November 2018, alongside significant Second World War anniversary commemorations, 

services of Remembrance will continue to be important for the nation as a whole, and will 

take place in local communities across the country. 

 

Legion branches and volunteers play an active part in Remembrance parades every year 

and are happy to take on the responsibility of organising such events but they do not ‘own’ 

the parades.  Parades are often the responsibility of civic authorities and, whilst most local 

authorities show a great deal of support for Remembrance, every year some Legion 

branches are told they will have to bear the costs of road closures and policing. The Legion 

remains clear that while their branches are very willing organisers for parades, they should 

not be left to cover the costs of these important community events.  

 

We know that council budgets are facing unprecedented pressures at the moment, but small 

gestures such as the waiving of fees for closing roads, providing street signage, and the 

support of police forces can make a real difference to the organisers of these events. If you 

would like to learn from the work of other councils, the LGA’s councillor handbook on 

supporting community events contains practical advice and guidance.  

 

We are also aware that there can sometimes be genuine community tensions or practical 

problems that increase the cost or risk of parades. The Royal British Legion would like to 

work with you to manage these risks and ensuring that these parades can take place with 

the minimum of disruption, but also with the dignity and solemnity that they deserve.  

 



The Legion and the National Police Chiefs’ Council have sent a similar letter to all Chief 

Constables in England and Wales. We hope that the police and local government can 

continue to enable our communities to remember the fallen without seeking to impose 

charges on The Royal British Legion. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

                                    
 
  
 
   

 
 

 
Cllr Gary Porter 
Chairman, Local Government Association 
 
Local Government House 
Smith Square 
London SW1P 3HZ 
info@local.gov.uk 

 

 
Dr Chris Simpkins 
Director General, The Royal British Legion 
 
199 Borough High Street      
London SE1 1AA       
publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk   
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