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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

I am very pleased to report that we have a new branch in the County.  On 18th September the 
Membership Council approved the formation of The Dover White Cliffs Branch.  The Branch 
currently meets in the Whitfield Club in Whitfield and has already made good contacts with the 
local council and will soon be a leader within Dover for Remembrance.  The Dover Harbour Board 
has become a sponsor of the branch and on 1st October I was present when they presented the 
Branch with a cheque for £2,000 to cover set up and initial running costs.  On behalf of the 
branches within the County we wish this new branch every success. 

Not only did the Membership Council approve the formation of the new branch, but also 
recognised the sterling efforts of the members of Hamstreet Branch which for a number of years 
has been a Sub Branch of Woodchurch.  The branch has now returned to Full Branch Status and 
we look forward to seeing it take a full part again in the County as well as the local area. 

At the County Chairman’s Conference at Staverton we learned that while the Legion as a charity 
will continue to move forward with the times and make changes there will not be the upheaval 
and major changes that have taken place over the past few years.  It is, however, to be noted that 
the message was spread across the branches that Welfare is not a branch responsibility.  It has 
been realised that this was incorrect.  Pathway for Growth has affected how we as a charity now 
deliver Welfare Support to our beneficiaries.  It was never the intention to completely turn off the 
branches and the good work they do. 

Whilst we may not be supporting the beneficiaries in their individual needs of Finance and 
Personal Problem Solving, we still need to give support to our local beneficiaries in Comradeship 
(home visiting) and assisting in local and national campaigning.  You will be hearing a lot about 
this over the coming year and to this end some branches have already been involved in 
developing more fully how this will work.  Its core will be caring and befriending the local ex-
service community.  This is already happening in nearly all our branches where you are checking 
on your members, looking after them and perhaps getting them local support to make their life 
easy, then, when you come across a case that needs greater support, informing them of the 
contact details for full support.  Small gifts can be given on these visits and the Membership 
Handbook shows that we can give small gifts up to £10.  Although, sometimes more importantly 
for the person, the gift of your time. 
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As we start our AGMs please remember to consider, where you can, assistants to the Secretary 
and Treasurer and also look towards training them through County to be able to take over or 
share the operating of the branch.  I know it is not always easy but if you can bring people on this 
way it is not such a shock and difficulty for a branch when the current member holding those 
positions finds they can no longer fulfil the role. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£600 Mr J A C Tye, County Handbooks 
 
BRANCH AGMs 

September sees the end of the Legion year and Branches are reminded that, in accordance with 
Governing Regulation 35 of the Royal Charter, all branches are to hold their AGMs between 1st 
October and 30th November.  MS1s have been sent to all branch secretaries so please ensure 
yours is sent to the County Office as soon as possible after your AGM and certainly no later than 
the end of December. 
 
END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Treasurer 

All branches are reminded that Branch Accounts were to be closed as at 30th June and that a copy 
of the audited accounts together with supporting Bank Statements and a letter of “Authority to 
Disclose Information” for each account were to be submitted to the County Office by 30th 
September at the very latest. 

To date I have received only 56 completed returns out of the 69 that were due.  Those whose 
accounts are outstanding or were submitted incomplete have been notified. 
 
ANNUAL COUNTY CONFERENCE 2015 

Next year’s County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall on Saturday 16th January 
commencing at 1 pm.  Branch Secretaries will have received the papers branches will need.  All 
paperwork concerning Conference will be printed on green paper to make it immediately 
identifiable.  If you wish to send a delegate to County Conference or to Annual Conference in May 
your audited Branch Accounts must have been received at County Office by 30th September and 
your MS1 must be received by 31st December.  Remember, if your Branch Delegate does not 
attend your voice cannot be heard.  This is your chance to put your points of view over for 
discussion.  Delegate applications must be received at County Office by no later than Friday 9th 
December. 

The guest speaker will be the National President, Vice Admiral Peter Wilkinson CB CVO.  There will 
be time for a question and answer session and it is hoped that all branches will make an extra 
effort to attend so that they can put their questions to him.  Any questions should be submitted 
to the MSO in advance, by no later than 9th December please, to give the President time to 
obtain answers – he doesn’t know everything. 
 
COUNTY AWARDS AND TROPHIES 

I have been asked by the County Chairman to hair an Awards Committee.  This I have agreed to do 
with a committee of three and our aim is to make sure that all trophies to be presented at County 
Conference are awarded on the day.  We also intend all the trophies to have their own boxes and, 
if necessary, new ones will be made with a nameplate on them. 



To do this we need your help.  We would like everyone who received a trophy or shield in 2015 to 
return them to County Office during October.  If you have a problem with this request please 
contact me on 01843 224805 or by e-mail austinwalker@live.co.uk.  When we know who has an 
award to be presented at January’s County Conference we will send letters out asking if you will 
be attending or to nominate someone to collect on your behalf. 

At the 2015 Conference three trophies, four certificates and one County Certificate were not 
presented.  This is not how it should be so please help us present all the awards in 2016.  Thank 
you. 

Aussie Walker 
Chairman of the Awards Committee 

ISLE OF SHEPPEY BRANCH 

At its AGM on 5th October the Sheerness Branch, as its last act before taking on the new title of 
The Isle of Sheppey Branch having amalgamated with the Queenborough Branch, awarded Branch 
Certificates to five of its members.  These had worked hard and supported the branch over the 
recent years from a period of almost closure where no branches would have been left on the 
Island to a new era with a new name and a membership of over 100, which included two new 
members at the AGM. 

Branch President Richard Cast awarded certificates to Steve Louch (former Parade Marshal & 
Youth Officer), Valerie Mains (Welfare Representative), Maureen Vaughan (Secretary), Michael 
Sanger (Treasurer) and, in the front, Ernie Hope.  Ernie works hard for Remembrance in Sheerness 
and conducts the Annual Two Minutes Silence on 11th November at the Town Clock in the High 
Street while the Branch parades at the Cross of Remembrance in the Cemetery where there are 
over 150 war graves. 

     

The Branch was able to appoint a full set of Officers and committee members for the coming year 
and as pleased to confirm the appointment of Duane Ashworth as the Branch Standard Bearer.  
Duane served in the Grenadier Guards and is the father of James Ashworth VC who was killed in 
Afghanistan.  The photo shows the Branch President and Duane after the Charge of the Standard.  
The Branch is now working towards purchasing a new standard in its new name. 
 
THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

The Isle of Thanet Festival on the 23rd October is still open for bookings and we are looking for 
some more support in this year of the 75th anniversary of VE and VJ Days.  At the moment we 
have 23 TRBL Standards, 3 from the Women’s Section and another 12 from other associations, a 
total of 38 Standard attending.  Standards play a big part in Festivals of Remembrance.  If your 
Standard is not booked in please contact me on 01843 224805 or by email at 
austinwalker@live.com.uk. 
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Tickets are bookable at the Winter Gardens Box Office on 01843 292795/296111 or on their Web 
Site.  We are asking for your full support for this big event in Kent County calendar - this year is 
our 68th Festival.  I thank you in advance for your support. 

Aussie Walker 
Festival Director 

GOLF FUNDRAISER 

Enjoy a round of golf and support the Poppy Appeal at the Woodlands Manor Golf Club. 
All Green Fees taken on Wednesday 11th November will be donated to the Poppy Appeal, as will 
all Green Fees taken after 11:02 on Sunday 15th November.   

Look up the club at: http://www.woodlandsmanorgolf.co.uk/ and to take advantage of this special 
green offers please use the TeeButler booking service.  You can book up to two weeks in advance 
without having to make any pre-payment: http://www.woodlandsmanorgolf.co.uk/green-fees/  

The venue is Woodlands Manor Golf Club, Tinkerpot Lane, West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks TN15 6AB, 
tel: 01959 523806 or email: pro@woodlandsmanorgolf.co.uk.  The West Kingsdown RBL contact is 
PAO Martin Stoneham on 01474 853014 or at martin@stoneham.org  
 
POPPY APPEAL FUNDRAISER 

After months of rigorous training a group of 37 men and women from Gravesend Rugby Club - the 
Moles - will cycle from Gravesend to the Menin Gate in Ypres Belgium to raise funds for the RBL 
Poppy Appeal.  The group will depart from Gravesend early on Friday 9th October and spend the 
weekend cycling to Ypres and back! 

On 28th September organiser Stephen Weeks and a delegation of the Moles collected a wreath 
from the Head of Poppy Appeal, Ray Sheppard, in the Garden of Remembrance at the Royal 
British Legion Village.  

The adventure was hatched by a former team mate, Gary Theobald, who sadly died in April this 
year.  Gary was a "one in a million" chap who had the uncanny ability to persuade people to 
partake in activities they'd never otherwise dream of doing, all in the name of charity.  Gary's 
dream was for the group as a whole to raise in the region of £15,000 for the Poppy Appeal.  You 
can help achieve this target by donating via Gary's JustGiving page, at 
https://www.justgiving.com/Gary-Theobald1/  

 

 
 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr James Grieve Dymchurch & District 

 Mrs Gillian Johnson “ 

 Mr Basil Course Kemsing 

 Mr John ‘Jack’ White Leeds, Hollingbourne & District - Branch President 

 Mrs Nancy File Littlebourne & District 

 Mrs Jacqueline Howie Paddock Wood & District 

 Mrs Audrey Tarrant Ramsgate 

 Mr Kenneth Morley Sidcup & Footscray 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 



KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 30th Last day for submission of Branch Accounts to County Office 

OCTOBER 

Fri 2nd Official Opening of the RBL Village Garden of Honour (11 am) 

Sun 11th County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton (1 pm) 

Sat 17th Women’s Section County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (11 am) 

Wed 21st Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Fri 23rd Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate (7 pm) 

Sat 24th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 25th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater (10.30 am) 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 7th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 8th Remembrance Sunday 

Tue 11th Armistice Day - 11.11.11 

DECEMBER 

Sat 12th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (3 pm)  

Wed 31st Last day for submission of MS1s to County Office 

 

JANUARY 2016 

Sun 16th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (1 pm) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall  Updated: 6th September 2015 

 

 

 



 

           
  

The Birchington Branch   

Royal British Legion 

WINTER FAYRE  
 

 

Saturday  21st November 2015 
at 

 

Church House, Kent Gardens 

Birchington 
 

9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
 

Various Stalls, raffle, tombola, seasonal gifts and a 

friendly welcome! 

Seasonal refreshments available 

Entry by donation please 

Everybody welcome 

 


