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In early October heavy fighting continued during the Battle of Loos, the largest offensive for the BEF during 
1915. However, by the middle of October the ‘big push’, as it was sometimes optimistically called, had 
ground to a halt as far as the BEF were concerned. The French persisted with their offensive against the 
German front line into November although the inevitable stalemate prevailed and winter forestalled further 
serious action.  As mentioned in the September article the casualties were high on all sides, whilst the 
rewards for the British and French were limited in terms of ground or initiative gained. The allies had broken 
into the German front line but they had not succeeded in exploiting this in any significant way. A successful 
breakthrough had been anticipated foreshadowing a general offensive along the Western Front and which 
Marshal Joffre had stated would ‘compel the Germans to retreat beyond the Meuse and possibly end the 
war”. The outcome of this series of battles known as Loos, Artois and Champagne is perhaps best summed 
up by Sir Basil Liddell Hart  when he said ‘both allies had gained in experience, if not in wisdom, but they had 
afforded the Germans still better experience in the way to frustrate such acts. In 1916 it was the Germans 
who profited heavily both by the offensive and the defensive lesson’.  As these articles continue opportunities 
to test these statements will arise. 

Away from the Western Front in the Balkans, the Bulgarians joined with the Germans and Austro-Hungarians 
in attacking the Serbs and by 9 October the latter had occupied Belgrade.  By the middle of the month both 
Britain and France had declared war on Bulgaria, a declaration swiftly followed by Italy and Russia.  Gallipoli 
was deemed a failure in Government/Military circles, although not yet admitted in public, and thoughts turned 
to the best way to exit this campaign. An indication of a new policy in this matter was provided at the end of 
the month when the Gallipoli commander, General Sir Ian Hamilton, was replaced. 

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment spent the month of October stationed in 
Sailly-Au-Bois, back in the Pas de Calais area of France.  Undertaking “pioneer” work, their task during the 
month was to make forts and new accommodation, whilst strengthening and putting in new wiring. 

On the home front there was national debate and action/inaction on the matter of compulsory conscription, 
with the Government still hesitating to introduce legislation.  Voluntary recruitment was not keeping pace with 
mounting casualties.  Lord Derby was appointed as Director-General of Recruiting and devised what became 
known as the ‘Derby Scheme’, which, in effect, transferred the onus for recruitment from military to civilian 
shoulders. Building on the facts recorded in the National 
Registration Register (see previous articles) it entrusted 
to civilian canvassers the duty of using their local 
knowledge and enthusiasm to identify the men qualified 
to join the colours; and then convince them of their duty 
to the Country in its hour of need. In essence the civilian 
population were put on their mettle to identify recruits and 
put them in touch with the Military Authorities. For this 
work Lord Derby appealed to the local political agents of 
all parties to combine their focus and experience and, 
together with local Recruiting Committees, conduct and 
carry through the canvass with the intensity of General 
Elections. In fact, in such a a complete manner that no 
man shall say thereafter  ‘I did not know it was I who was 
needed’. The ‘Derby Scheme’ was a fairly complicated 
matter and this series will return to its progress in 
subsequent articles.  

On a less imperative level, although providing much 
consternation throughout Britain, was the vexed question 
of lighting under the Lighting Order. Many transgressions 
of this Order were perceived by the ‘man in the street’ 
who felt aggrieved that whilst they themselves adhered to 
the rules their neighbours/friends/shopkeepers ignored 
the letter and spirit of the law.   
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Adding fuel to these arguments was a growing expression of opinion as to whether or not there should be 
reprisals for ‘Boche’ bombing of civilians. It was a fact that Germany was ignoring the Hague Convention in 
this matter. Furthermore, the execution in Belgium on the 12th October of the British nurse Edith Cavell, who 
was found guilty of Treason by the Germans, generated outraged comment in national and international 
newspapers. Tunbridge Wells was to the fore in this owing to the fact that the Rev H S T Gahan - Anglican 
Chaplain in Brussels who administered the last Sacrement to Edith Cavell on the eve of her execution- was 
well known in TW having held curacies at Frant, Tunbridge Wells and Southborough. 

Tunbridge Wells felt the biggest impact of the Great War during October.  On Wednesday 13th October 
1915, at 10.45pm, three bombs were dropped by a Zeppelin airship on Calverley Park.Fortunately the 
bombs fell on open ground so no-one was killed or even slightly injured.  because of censorship, the local 
papers were not allowed to report anything about tit, and the only reason it is known about today is because 
Lady Matthews wrote about it in her diary.  On 28th October 1915, the sinking of HMS Hythe was the largest 
single disaster to befall Tunbridge Wells during the whole of the war.  HMS Hythe was about to land the 275 
men it was carrying at Gallipoli, when it collided so significantly with another ship that it sank rapidly within 
10-15 minutes.  !55 men died, and of those 129 were Fortress Royal Engineers form 1st/3rd Kent Field 
Company, Royal Engineers, who came mainly from Southborough, Tunbridge Wells and Speldhurst. 

In Mayfield the ‘vegetables for the Navy scheme’ was proving highly successful. Over 1000lbs in weight of 
excellent produce was despatched in the last week of September.  The Mayfield Bonfire Society decided to 
cancel the usual celebrations for 1915. Mr Burt, President of the Mayfield FC, reported to a Meeting that he 
had obtained a commission in the Royal Essex Regiment and tendered his resignation which was not 
accepted; he was unanimously elected to remain President. It was also decided that the club’s footballs be 
sent to some Sussex Regiment at the front in which most of the local footballers were enlisted. 

The K & SC for 15 October reported that at the Battle of Loos Lt. G M Shakel, 9th Royal Sussex Regiment, 
son of Dr Shakel of Mayfield, was wounded when one of his hands was badly smashed. An operation was 
necessary and the Officer was reported as progressing satifactorily.  The same newspaper reported in its 
edition of 29 October that Private Charles Kenward, Grenadier Guards, son of W Kenward Fletching St, was 
badly wounded in the left eye and right leg from a shell burst. He was recovering in a Cambridge hospital 
and there was concern he would lose his sight. 

There are no names recorded on the war memorials for October 1915. However, there is at least one 
individual who is missing from the record of the Fallen for this month.  

Private Herbert Jones,  service No G/513, was a private in  
the 6th Battalion Queens Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 
who died from a sniper wound on the 8th October 1915. He 
is buried at Sailly-Labourse Communal Cemetery, Pas de 
Calais, France. 

Herbert’s service records are missing but it is known that he 
enlisted for the 6th Battalion at Tunbridge Wells and, given his 
low service number, must have enlisted early in the war.   
After many months of training, the 6th battalion left for the 
Western Front and landed at Boulogne  on the 1st June 1915. 
Later that month they took over a section of the front line at 
Ploegsteert Wood; better known as Plugstreet to the 
Tommies. Brought into action from the 30 September during 
the Battle of Loos , the battalion successfully repulsed a 
heavy German assault on the 8th October.  It must have been 
during this intense fighting that Herbert Jones received a 
gunshot wound to the head from a sniper and from which he 
died later in the day. Contemporary newspaper reports 
mention his mother living at Fletching St in 1915 (his father 
had by this time died) but nothing further of his family. 

Image 2 - Kent and Sussex Courier, 5th November 1915 

Herbert Jones was born in Mayfield in 1893, to parents John (a Groom and Coachman) and Philadelphia. He 
lived at Fletching St and for a considerable time at Vicarage Lodge in the Warren. He was the youngest in 
the family and the only son, having six sisters. It is likely he was schooled at Mayfield School and at the age 
of 18 his occupation is recorded as Gardener/Nurseryman. He married Lottie Greenslade, the daughter of a 
Butcher/Farmer of Five Ashes, at St Dunstan’s Church early in April 1915 and presumably embarked for 
France shortly afterwards. It is  not known whether the couple ever met up again. The Greenslade family had 



strong connections with the Godstone area, where Lottie is recorded as living in the brief remaining details 
noted in the CWGC file. For reasons yet to be established, Herbert was not included amongst the fallen on 
the Mayfield/Five Ashes War Memorials, although he was included in the Roll of Honour compiled during and 
after the war.  No trace of his inclusion on any other War memorial has been found to date. No further details 
of his family have been discovered other than a strong possibility that Lottie Jones later remarried in 
Godstone to a Harry Page.    
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