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LATEST UPDATES 
 
Somme 100 
 
Summer 2016 will see the world remember the centenary of The Battle of the Somme, the most infamous battle of 
the First World War which resulted in over 420,000 British casualties between 1st July and 18th November 1916.   
There will be an international commemorative service on 1st July at the Thiepval memorial in France, preceded by 
an overnight vigil the night before. The UK government’s Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), along 
with the French government’s Veteran’s Ministry, has taken exclusive responsibility for the delivery of this event 
and thus it will not be Legion-run as it is normally.  The Legion will still have representatives in attendance from our 
National Officers, Board of Trustees and our local Somme Branch, in addition  to a number of Standard Bearers 
who will be participating in the event.   
 
All other Legion staff, members and supporters will have to enter an online ballot should they wish to attend.   
Tickets will be limited to 8,000; 2,000 of these have been committed to the French.  A site for registering interest in 
attending the Thiepval event was launched by DCMS on 1st July 1015 and the online ballot opens on the 28th 
September.  Further information can be found at:    
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/register-your-interest-in-the-2016-somme-centenary-ballot   
 
The Legion will retain an advisory role for the Thiepval event and in helping with peripheral events in France on 1st 
July. It will also be involved with simultaneous events in the UK, which will include an event in a prominent northern 
city, an event at the NMA and a whole range of smaller events in communities throughout the nation.  Furthermore, 
the Legion will commemorate each of the 141 Days that the Somme battle raged on, both in the delivery of a daily 
service at the Thiepval Memorial and by facilitating community events around the UK.  More information about how 
to get involved in the daily event at Thiepval and the UK community events will be made available in the coming 
months – so watch this space for updates! 

 
 
Membership Renewal 
 
We started sending renewal letters to members on Friday 18th September 2015 and have been taking renewal 
payments throughout the week. Some important dates are: 
 

 1st October 2015 – We expect all UK members to have received their renewal letter 

 16th October 2015 – Direct Debit collection for over 140,000 members who have chosen to pay this way 

 16th November 2015 – We are asking all other members to make payment by this date to ensure that their 

membership doesn’t lapse. Their current membership cards will remain valid until the end of the year 

We have put together an information sheet about the renewal process for branches, if you are yet to receive your 
copy or need another one please contact your Membership Support Officer. 

 
 
Branch Accounts 
 
Please remember to submit your audited accounts to your Membership Support Officer by 30 September. Please 
don’t forget to attach the relevant bank statements and signed ‘authority to disclose information’ forms for each 
bank account held. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/register-your-interest-in-the-2016-somme-centenary-ballot


National Chairman, National Vice Chairman and Board of Trustees Elections 
 
The respective terms of Office of the current National Chairman and National Vice-Chairman come to an end at the 
close of Annual Conference 2016.  Their successors are to be elected by the postal votes of Branches in 
accordance with Rule 8 of the 2003 Royal Charter of Incorporation & Schedules, Version 10, 30 June 2015.   
 
In addition to the above elections, the tenure of three elected members of the Board of Trustees comes to an end 
at the close of Annual Conference 2016.  Their successors are to be elected by the postal vote of Branches in 
accordance with Rule 8 and Governing Regulations 49 and 50 of the 2003 Royal Charter of Incorporation & 
Schedules, Version 10, 30 June 2015.   
 
Please note that nominations from Branches not compliant with Rule 8 and Governing Regulations 49 and 50 will 
not be accepted. 

 
MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL NEWS 
 
Membership Council Elections 
 
The respective tenures of fours members of the Membership Council will come to an end at the close of Annual 
Conference 2015 and we are also holding the first elections for the six new electoral regions. In order to maintain a 
steady frequency of elections across the Membership Council the co-opted members drew by lot a term of one (1) 
or three (3) years. To this end the following elections will be taking place in early 2016: 
 

Electoral Region Counties/Districts within Region Terms of Office 

Cheshire/Merseyside Cheshire, West Lancashire Three (3) Years 

Dorset/Hampshire/Isle of 
Wight 

Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight One (1) Year 

East Midlands Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire Three (3) Years 

Northern Cumbria, Isle of Man, Northumbria One (1) Year 

Somerset/Wiltshire Somerset, Wiltshire One (1) Year 

South East Midlands 
Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, 
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire  

Three (3) Years 

South West Midlands Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire One (1) Year 

West Midlands Birmingham, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire Three (3) Years 

Wales Gwent, North Wales, South East Wales, South West Wales Three (3) Years 

Yorkshire North & East Yorkshire, South & West Yorkshire Three (3) Years 

 
A copy of the notice of election and the branch nomination form will be distributed to the respective branches on 30 
September 2015. 

 
Independent Examiners 

Independent Examination of Branch Accounts by qualified Legion Members is a real help in that they are more 
effectively examined by someone who knows the Legion and this is more cost effective as they do not charge audit 
fees. Members who are qualified to do this are, or have been, Branch Treasurers (and have completed the Branch 
Treasurers’ course in the preceding 2 years) and who want to do a bit more for the Legion by becoming 
Independent Examiners (IEs).  To become an IE, participants must complete an initial 2-day course and 
successfully pass a test at the end of the course which ensures that all IEs work to the same assured standard. 
Once qualified they are added to the IE Register and as long as they remain active examining accounts regularly 
they are periodically asked to undergo face to face update training and testing currently every two years.  

Although it is a county/district responsibility to ensure that there are sufficient examiners and that they remain 



competent, to meet the needs of its branches; the Membership Training Team writes to IEs on the register that is 
maintained to remind them about upcoming lapse dates and to tell them about courses for them to attend. 
Membership Training periodically reports to Internal Audit on the process and qualification. It has recently been 
agreed, following a query from the TAG that it may be possible for qualified IEs to go 3 years between face to face 
training, in effect extending the IE’s lapse date by a year. Membership Training will be contacting IEs before the 
next round of IE training to confirm their lapse date. This remains dependent upon the IE being active examining 
accounts and receiving a written/email update at least annually.  There will be an option for IEs to request training 
more frequently should they feel it necessary and they in turn could be asked to complete training sooner should 
there be a cause for concern.  Initially IEs should contact their local MSO if they wish to check their lapse date, as 
they have access to the IEs’ Register, or if this is not possible   membershiptraining@britishlegion.org.uk.   
 
Legion Policies Updated 
 

The new Legion Youth Policy and the Legion Complaints Procedures have both been agreed by the Membership 
Council at recent meetings. Both policies will be made available in the Membership Documents Area in the coming 
days. 
 
To access these documents, please visit using the link here with the details below: 
 
Username: memhandbook 
Password: TRBLmem£86 
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Please send any of your team's news and achievements to pbadger@britishlegion.org.uk if you would like them published in the main Membership e-
Newsletter. A full archive of Membership Newsletters can be found in the Membership Document Area or via your Membership Support Officer. 
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