
 

 

VJ Day – St Martin’s in the Field 
The Federation of Far Eastern Prisoners of War 
(FEPOW), turned to the Legion for 
representation at the St Martin-in-the Fields 
Church VJ Commemorative Service on Saturday 
14 August.  

The GLD were proud to have 18 Standards in 
attendance and in the presence of HRH Queen 
Elizabeth.  The BBC Broadcast the 
ceremony and much to the delight 
of the Legion and it’s Members, 
there was excellent TV coverage of 
the Standard Bearers.  The 
ceremony was followed by the 
National Event, Drumhead Service 
where the RBL National and 
County/District Standards were in 
attendance.  

If you missed the broadcasts, they are available 
to watch until mid September on BBC iPlayer. 

Message from TRBL National Chairman 
John Crisford to Standard Bearers  

Whilst I know that the Standard Bearers don't 
attend their duties for the praise they get from 
the likes of me, I am also very conscious that 
you may have seemed to have been overlooked. 
Your contribution at St Martin-in-the-Fields 
church was professional and to stand out in the 
heat on Horse Guards as you did for such a long 
time, was remarkable and filled me with pride 
for the Royal British Legion and for the Women's 
Section. Thank you all very much.  
      John Crisford 

Standard Bearer Training 
The GLD Standard Bearers are regarded as key 
players when it comes to raising the Legion’s 
profile and the importance of the Standard and 
Standard Bearer Duties, should never be 
underestimated. Because of its unique position 
Corporate Head Office turn to the GLD for 
Ceremonial Representation and call upon GLD 
Standard Bearers to represent the Legion at 
various Services and events in London.   

Whilst out performing ceremonial duties, 
Standard Bearers are at the same time 
advertising the Legion.   

In this digital age, events are photographed and 
published on social media such as Twitter and 
Facebook, that can be viewed immediately 
worldwide and keep the Legion at the forefront 
of people’s minds when it comes to 
Remembrance and the Poppy Appeal.   

The GLD can be confident it can provide 
professionally focused Standard Bearers at high 
profile events under the watchful eye of Reg 
Burton – an ex-Guardsman - providing first class 
training to enthusiastic Standard Bearers.  

 

Reg Burton GLD Parade Marshal at the July Training 
Session, giving instruction on correct placement of 
Standard when held to Slope  

All training sessions are held on Wednesday 
evenings, at the Army Centre, 213 Balham High 
Road, London, SW17 7BQ, 6.30pm – 8.00pm. 
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Next session: 

 30 September 2015  
Provisional dates to be confirmed are:- 

 21 Oct 2015 

 18 Nov 2015 

 9 Dec 2015 

 13January 2016 

 10 Feb 2016 
 

For confirmation of training dates, refer to the 
GLD home page 
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/gr
eater-london/ or contact Stan Heath on 01784 
255006. 

MOD allocates £40 million for 
Veterans Accommodation Fund 
The MOD has chosen a housing project that helps 
elderly veterans and widows as part of the one-
off Veterans Accommodation funding scheme. 

In February 2014, the Ministry of Defence (MOD) 
invited applications for a £40 million Veterans 
Accommodation Fund, provided by LIBOR fines 
levied on banks, to support projects which 
provide veterans’ accommodation. 

 
The full amount has now been allocated, with 
the final recipient being the RAF Benevolent 
Fund.  It is using £50,000 to replace all the 
windows at Forge House, which provides long-
term accommodation for tri-service elderly 
veterans and widows in Rottingdean, East 
Sussex.  

Successful projects met the two principles of the 
Armed Forces Covenant; that members of the 
Armed Forces community should not face 
disadvantage as a result of service and that 
special consideration should be given in some 
cases. 

Paul Hughesdon, the RAF Benevolent Fund 
Director of Welfare and Policy, said:  

We are very grateful for the grant received from 
the Veterans Accommodation Fund. With their 
support, we have been able to replace draughty 

and deteriorating wooden windows and 
secondary glazing at Forge House. 

The new bespoke windows will significantly 
improve heat conservation and reduce heating 
costs for our residents. They will protect them 
from the winter winds on the south coast and 
will add significantly to their quality of life. 

Some of the other projects that received funding 
are: 

Haig Housing Trust: £8.6 million to expand its 
accommodation provision in south London and 
Edinburgh to assist a further 416 veterans and 
their families per year; 

A partnership between Riverside English 
Churches Housing Group (ECHG) and Haig 
Housing Trust: £6.5 million to provide 65 units of 
temporary, supported and independent 
accommodation to form a pathway for veterans 
to pass through on their way to independent 
living; 

The Royal British Legion: £2.5 million for a 
new dementia unit to provide additional, high 
quality accommodation for up to 30 veterans 
in Broadstairs, Kent; 

Blind Veterans UK in partnership with BLESMA: 
£1.25 million to create five purpose built 
apartments, in Llandudno, Wales, for vulnerable 
veterans with sight and/or limb loss where they 
will receive accommodation and support to 
prepare them for independent living; 

Erskine care homes: £550,000 for to help 
improve the quality of the living environment for 
residents in Scotland and help meet best 
practice lighting guidelines for elderly veterans 
with dementia RAF Benevolent Fund: £400,000 
to adapt the kitchens and gardens in the homes 
of 20 wheelchair-dependent veterans and their 
families;  

Stoll: £240,000 to refurbish 30 bathrooms for 
disabled and older veterans who need adapted 
bathing facilities in order to remain living 
independently;  

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust: £112,000 for 
a new House Care and Nursing Home Window 
Replacement service in Kent to ensure residents 
are warm and comfortable throughout the year. 

As the Chancellor announced in June 2013, the 
financial commitment to the Armed Forces 
Covenant is being made in perpetuity through a 
£10 million per annum fund, from this year 
onwards; this will ensure that spending on the 
Covenant is protected and maintained. 

*** 

  

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/
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No cash and all Change! 
The Comradeship Project has seen the 
implementation of the new membership 
database incorporating new joining and 
Membership renewal processes.  As with any new 
process implementation, there may be teething 
problems and concerns about how the new 
processes will work, which we have to work 
together to understand and solve.  As TRBL 
continues to deliver the final phase of the 
project, your comments have been taken on 
board to make this a positive experience for all 
supporters of the Legion.  It is important for 
Branch Secretaries to cascade the 
communications coming from the Membership 
Support Officer, on developments and guidance 
relating to new joiners, renewals, and general 
updates for the Branch Committee to action.  A 
generic email address will soon be issued for 
queries to go direct to Novacroft and this should 
be used by Branches, new joiners and members. 

It appears that some 
Branches have 
continued old 
administrative 
practices and rather 
than review their 
recruitment processes, 
Branches are still 
accepting cash as the 
first choice method of 
payment offered, 
which requires the 
writing of Branch 
cheques to accompany 
the application form 
to Novacroft.   

Branches can accept cash from NEW members 
ONLY if that person cannot provide a cheque or 
postal order, either from themselves or a 
relative.  Accepting cash payment should be a 
last resort.  Anyone who wishes to join the 
Branch, can be given an application form to take 
home.  The completed form accompanied by a 
cheque, postal order or Direct Debit mandate 
can then be sent to Novacroft direct.  Cash 
payments can delay the joining process with 
branches needing to obtain multiple signatures 
for the writing of Branch cheques. 

O365 
The O365 suite take up is gathering pace as 
Branches embrace the new technology.  Initially 
Committees are using it to check their Members 
list and as they get used to it discover the other 
functions it offers for storing Committee 
documents.  O365 does NOT feed into the Head 
Office database and any amendments to the 

excel files are only stored locally.  Members 
details still need to be fed to either the contact 
centre, Memberhship Services or the MSO, sarah 
Stephenson. 

Ben Hancock MBE  
The 2015 Birthday Honours List featured 
Benjamin CP Hancock, Founder of London Poppy 
Day, for voluntary service to The Royal British 
Legion.  Ben was serving on the Lloyd’s of 
London Branch* Committee, at the time he came 
up with the brainchild for a one day street 
collection by serving Armed Forces personnel, 
now know as London Poppy Day (LPD). 

 
Naval Officers collecting in 2014 at Leaden Hall. 

Benjamin Hancock left the army in 2005 after 11 
years service, during which time he served in 
numerous locations and on operations in 
Northern Ireland and the Balkans.  He started 
life outside at Howden Insurance Brokers and in 
2009 moved to the Financial Services Group at 
Aon.  Lloyd’s is the last remaining ‘Trade 
Branch’ of The Royal British Legion and one of 
the GLD’s flagship branches.   

The Committee is fully focused on fundraising, 
provides large donations to Care homes and 
Legion Welfare Services.   

LPD has grown into a hugely successful annual 
event raising the profile of the Legion across 
London and in the media.  

 
Double decker poppy buses on Westminster Bridge 2014 

*Now named Lloyd’s & City of London RBL  
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The Phoenix has Risen 
After the shocking news of the Hounslow British 
Legion Club Premises burning down March last 
year, it was welcome news to hear of the re-
opening date set for 7 August 2015.  The fire 
devastated the building and it took eight fire 
crews, three hours and almost 60 firefighters to 
extinguish the blaze.  A virtual re-build was 
necessary once payment was received from the 
insurance company.   

The Hounslow Branch is well integrated in the 
local Community, the Hounslow Barracks and 
Council and were able to use various local 
business premises to hold Branch meetings, 
while the rebuild took place.   

The re-opening saw the unveiling of a large wall 
mounted Poppy on the outside and Members 
enjoying socialising once again at the much 
loved Club house.  The opening was attended by: 
Inspector Andrew Morrow Met. Police;  

Councillor Sue Sampson Hounslow Council; and 
the Irish Guards Chaplain along with Irish Guards 
newly resident at the local Barracks. 

The upstairs houses the kitchen and two smart 
Committee rooms.  The Branch Committee 
Meeting room is home to a historic large framed 
Colours of the Middlesex Regiment.   

Each year ex-Grenadier Guard, Andre Mc Gill and 
Chairman of the Branch, personally pays for 
Festival of Remembrance tickets, which are 

given to 
four 
deserving 
Members 
chosen by 
the Branch 
Members.   

The 
President – 
Lyn Davies 
(an ex 
Children’s 
Services 
Council 
Worker) 
will be 
looking at 
ways to promote young people’s understanding 
of the aims and objectives of TRBL, in the hope 
they will become future Legion Poppy Appeal 
supporters and ensure the continuance of 
Remembrance.  

Hounslow Borough will be welcoming the world 
as a proud host of Rugby World Cup 2015.  
Matches will be played all over the UK, with 
Wembley Stadium and Twickenham Stadium 
(home of English rugby and on the Borough’s 
door step) among the venues playing host.  
Twickenham Stadium will host 10 matches during 
the tournament, including the final. Rugby World 
Cup 2015 is the third largest global sporting 
event.  Between 18 September 2015 and 31 
October there will be 48 games at 13 venues.  
Thanks to a committed and lively Branch 
Committee, Hounslow Council have invited the 
Branch to take part in their 

‘Be Inspired’ FREE Festival on, Sunday 13 
September, 11am – 5pm  
at Redlees Park, Isleworth TW7 6DW to coincide 
with the Rugby world cup.   

 See the Webb Ellis Cup – rugby’s most 
prestigious prize 

 Visit the Rugby World Cup 2015 participating 
nations flag field 

 Take the Army Assault Course challenge 
hosted by the 1st Battalion Irish Guards 

 See the latest fashions from West Thames 
college 

 Musical entertainment on the main stage, 
hosted by Radio Jackie, featuring: the one 
and only Asian Elvis  

 Hounslow RBL (set up along side the Army 
stand) 
 
A great family day out, more information 
online at:- 
http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/beinspired  

The Chairman Andre, receiving a  
WW1 Commorative gift from his  

son Andre Luke.   

http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/all-about/wembley-stadium
http://www.getwestlondon.co.uk/all-about/twickenham
http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/beinspired
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Poppy Appeal 2015-16 
Throughout the year, there have been numerous 
individual events organised by our supporters in 
support of the Poppy Appeal.  With such 
tremendous support from the public, with events 
such as Poppy Picnics, Chelsea Pensioner Wing 
Walk, Matterhorn Challenge, Wedding Day 7K 
Race at Bushy Park, cycle from London to Ypres 
and the City of London’s Walk 4 Honour; in 
London alone over £4.7m has been raised to 
date.  The London Fundraising Team is busy 
preparing for the upcoming Poppy Appeal to 
raise funds for the Legion to help support our 
British Armed Forces community.  

Poppy Picnic photoshoot at Chelsea Football Club  

London Poppy Appeal Office 

We will be operating from our main office in St. 
Paul’s which is situated in the heart of London, 
opposite St. Paul’s Cathedral and just a minute’s 
walk from St. Paul’s Underground Station. The 
office is easily accessible by public transport and 
we hope to welcome many more volunteers and 
supporters during the Poppy Appeal. Please 
come and see us there! 

Address: 

The Royal British Legion  
2nd Floor, Juxon House 
100 St. Paul’s Churchyard  
London 
EC4M 8BU 

Telephone:  
0203 053 7230 
0800 085 5924 

Extended opening hours from:  

 19th October – 13th November 

 8.00 – 19.00 Monday to Friday 

 9.00 – 17.00 Saturday 24th October 

 9.00 – 17.00 Saturday 31st October 

 9.00 – 17.00 Saturday 7th November  

 Closed on Sundays     

London Poppy Day (LPD) 

Plans are underway for another successful 
London Poppy Day this year.  This year we are 
working again with TfL, Network Rail and G4S to 
fundraise at over 50 locations in London, 

supported by uniformed military personnel, 
civilian volunteers and Barclaycard, who will be 
taking contactless payments on the day. There 
will be lots of exciting activities spread across 
London, such as military bands, celebrity tannoy 
announcements at stations, as well as some 
special guests on the day. Look out for further 
announcements on the Legion website, and 
please remember to support our volunteers. 

Volunteers Needed! 

With the approach of the Poppy Appeal, we need 
more help from volunteers.  There will be a 
number of volunteering opportunities with the 
London Fundraising Team.  These include Office 
Volunteers, working with our Support Squad for 
Mass collections, or with our Counting Team or 
even being a Collector. Each of these roles are 
vitally important to the success of the Poppy 
Appeal.  If you are interested in helping with any 
of these roles please contact Charlotte 
Thompson at 0203 053 7235 or email 
ctompson@britishlegion.org.uk. 

Poppy Appeal Organiser (PAO) and 
Deputy Poppy Appeal Organiser (DPAO) 
Gaps  

There are currently a number of vacancies for 
Poppy Appeal Organisers and Deputy Poppy 
Appeal Organisers across London.  If you or 
someone you know would like to be considered 
for any of these roles in any of the areas please 
contact the relevant Community Fundraiser 
(CFR).  

  

mailto:ctompson@britishlegion.org.uk
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Support  

If you would like to help us in the following 
capacities, please contact the relevant CFR: 

North East  

 PAO: Tottenham, Hornsey and South West 
Ham  

North West 

 PAO: Cricklewood, Kentish Town, Hayes & 
Harlington, North Finchley and Harlesden  

South East 

 Volunteers: Greenwich and South Norwood 
areas 

South West 

 PAO: Belgravia/Pimlico 

 DPAO: Brentford, Fulham and Hammersmith 

 Collectors: Richmond, Brentford, Fulham, 
Hammersmith, Belgravia/Pimlico and Victoria 

Central London 

 Collectors: stations in central London 

 Volunteers: to help support the delivery of 
poppy collection tins 

London Fundraising Team Contacts 

Community Fundraising Manager London & 
South East 

Graham Ferris T: 0203 053 7232, Email:  

gferris@britishlegion.org.uk 

Community Fundraiser North East London 

Sharon Bonner T: 0208 524 8373, Email: 

sbonner@britishlegion.org.uk  

Community Fundraiser North West London 

Deborah Armantrading T: 07500 918 682, Email: 

darmantrading@britishlegion.org.uk 

Community Fundraiser South East London 

Haridos Apostolides T: 0203 053 7237, Email: 

hapostolides@britishlegion.org.uk 

Community Fundraiser South West London 

Mark Bishop T: 0203 053 7236, Email: 

mbishop@britishlegion.org.uk  

Community Fundraiser Central London 

Charlotte Thompson T: 0203 053 7235, Email: 

cthompson@britishlegion.org.uk  

London Poppy Day Coordinator 

Hannah Machin T: 0207 863 3270, Email: 

hmachin@britishlegion.org.uk 

Administrative Assistant London & South East 

Natthaphon Phatara T: 0203 053 7233, Email: 

nphatara@britishlegion.org.uk  

 

 

Sainsbury’s Eastcote Branch 
On Friday 5 June 2015 the official opening of the 
new Eastcote Sainsbury's local Store was 
attended by Allan Brown, Eastcote Sainsbury's 
Local Manager, seen here in waistcoat, next to 
Nick Hurd MP (Ruislip Northwood Pinner), cutting 
the ribbon.  Also present Cllr Catherine Dann, 
President Eastcote RBL Branch and Jeff Duley, 
Chairman & Poppy Appeal Organiser Eastcote 
RBL Branch.  This store has adopted the Poppy 
Appeal as their all the year round charity.  
Collecting cans are by the checkouts already! 

 

Sunday 25 October 2015 

Ahmed Eid, Andrew Marshall and Garry Marshall 
of Eastcote Royal British Legion Branch & Club 
will be running in the 10 Mile Great South Run, 
Southsea to raise money for The Poppy Appeal, 
they are aiming to raise a total of £600. 

Any enquiries to Jeff Duley, Branch Chairman & 
Poppy Appeal Organiser, Eastcote RBL, 
07808739434 . 

 

RAF Northolt -13 June 
Poor weather conditions put a dampener on the 
air displays at the Northolt RAF open day event –
but not on our London Area office staff Elinor 
Rimmer and Meagan Levin.  The clouds may have 
had a silver lining as rain didn’t stop play when 
they ramped up their selling techniques and took 
in excess of £600 from ‘Shop in the Box’ sales.  
Head Office had supplied them with the limited 
edition Battle of Britain Spitfire cufflinks, which 
generated quite a bit of interest.  

mailto:gferris@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:sbonner@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:darmantrading@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:hapostolides@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:mbishop@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:cthompson@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:hmachin@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:nphatara@britishlegion.org.uk
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Phil Beckinale, GLD Officer and Harrow Chairman 
and organiser of the RBL stand, arranged for the 
Riders Poppy Trike to be on display – which is 
always a great crowd puller and Sandra Broad, 
Harrow PAO (seen below), saw steady business as 
she manned the Poppy Appeal stand along side 
the gazebo.   

 
Eastcote Branch who have close working 
relationships with RAF Northolt would be 
interested in volunteers organising and manning 
the stand for 2016, exact date to be confirmed 
but usually second Saturday in June.  

Battersea Police Dog Show 2015 

 
Team work from Irene Brockey, GLD Principal 
Recruiting Officer, with assistance from Keith 

Ball from the Teddington branch, ensure a RBL 
presence at the annual Battersea Park Event.   

Compliance – an essential! 

Branch Committee Constitution  

The Membership Council are taking steps to 
ensure Branches fulfill their obligations to elect 
a full compliment of Branch Committee 
Members.   

Branch Committees are made up of:- 

 President  Non Voting Officer 

 Chairman  Voting Officer 

 Vice Chairman  Voting Officer 

 Treasurer  Voting Officer 

 Branch Secretary Voting Officer 

 Plus four other voting members  

It is essential to have eight committee members 
but a Branch President is optional.  Although the 
President is not permitted to vote, they are 
considered to have influence in the Community 
and therefore classed as an Officer. 

Club Committees are made up of:- 

 President  Voting Officer 

 Chairman  Voting Officer 

 Vice Chairman  Voting Officer 

 Treasurer*  Voting Officer 

 Club Secretary* Voting Officer 

 Plus 4 other Voting members 

*Dependent on Registered Rules of Club - if 
these are appointed roles, then it would be 6 
other voting members as an appointed Treasurer 
and secretary do not have decision making 
voting rights. 

Conflict of interest 

A Member can be an elected Officer of a Branch 
and also belong to a Club Committee as a non-
Officer voting Committee Member.  The same 
with a Club Committee Officer, in that they can 
sit on a Branch Committee as non-Officer voting 
Committee Member and also be a Club Officer. 

Branch Meetings 

The minimum requirement for Branch 
Committee and General Meetings is that they 
should take place, a minimum of four times a 
year.  For convenience and cost saving, both 
meetings can be advertised as being held on the 
same day, with the Committee meeting being 
held first, followed by a Branch General 
Members Meeting.  Members must be given the 
opportunity to attend, a no show should be 
minuted as such and the meeting closed. 
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WW1 VC Commemoration: Leonard 
Keysor - 7 July 2015 

Lieutenant Leonard Keysor of the 1st Battalion, 

Australian Imperial Force, was honoured with a 

VC commemorative paving stone beside the 

Ministry of Defence Main Building at Victoria 

Embankment Gardens in Westminster.  He was 

awarded the Victoria Cross for conspicuous 

bravery at Lone Pine, Gallipolli on the 6th August 

1915.  During the Battle of Lone Pine, Lt Keysor 

(then, L Cpl) risked his life by picking up live 

Turkish grenades as they were thrown into the 

trenches and throwing them back.  Despite 

injury and an order to seek medical attention, 

Keysor continued to remain in the line, 

volunteering to throw bombs for another 

company.  

Harold Newman MBE, Chairman and 
Standard Bearer of the Jewish Royal 
British Legion Monash Branch, 
carried the Branch Standard 
(alongside the Ajax Standard) and 
was honoured to read the Act of 
Remembrance.  Rabbi Major Reuben 
Livingstone, Principal Jewish Chaplain to HM 
Forces, said words of remembrance and prayers 
at the ceremony and The Lord Mayor of 
Westminster, Councillor Christabel Flight, 
unveiled the paving stone.  Also in attendance 
were members of the London Regiment, MOD HO 
staff and, Johnson Beharry VC and staff from the 
RBL London Area Office. 

Full photo gallery on Flickr 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/
albums/72157656799776782 

Inviting National Officers to Events 
Membership Support Officers are requested to 
cascade this communication to their Branches on 
behalf of the National Secretariat. 

National Secretariat have reiterated the policy in 
respect of invitations to the National Officers to 
attend County/District and Branch events. 

When considering inviting a National Officer to a 
County/District or Branch event, please contact 
the Secretary to the National Officers (Andrea 

Forder) in writing (requests by telephone will 
not be accepted) in the first instance.  To avoid 
disappointment, this is best done at the initial 
planning stage.  Andrea will then ascertain if the 
National Officer whom you wish to invite is 
available and note their diary 
accordingly.   Please do not invite more than one 
National Officer to an event, and please do not 
contact the National Officers direct with an 
invitation.  They need to ensure a wholly co-
ordinated approach to their 
engagements.  Should you wish the National 
Standard to be paraded because a National 
Officer will be present, please include this in 
your request to Andrea. 

Lord Mayors Show – 14 November 
2015 
A maximum of 20 Standard Bearers are able to 
take part in the RBL Lord Mayor’s Entry.  Any 
that are able to march in the procession, should 
book in with Stan Heath the GLD Ceremonial 
Officer, prior to the day on tel 01784 255005 to 
secure their place.  Reg Burton and Stan Heath 
will confirm with those that are up to Parade 
standard and are able to participate.  

Final Reminder  

Greater London District 
Annual Parade - Sunday 13 
September 2015, 2.00pm 

Parade to form up at 2.00pm 
ready to move off at 2.15pm 
for a Church Service.  It will 
then return via Richmond Town 
Centre to the car park, nearby 

144 (Richmond) Squadron, Air Training Corps ATC 
HQ, Old Deer Park (Car Park), Park Lane, 
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 2RA.  

All Greater London Branch Members and GLD 
Youth Affiliated groups are welcome to attend 
the Parade. 

  

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/2c/Leonard_Keysor_portrait.jpg/220px-Leonard_Keysor_portrait.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/albums/72157656799776782
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/albums/72157656799776782
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Elm Park Youth Affiliation 

 
Elm Park Branch Committee and Members at the 
signing of the Youth Affiliation Agreement with 
1838 Elm Park Squadron ATC on Thursday 28 May 
2015. 

GLD Chairman, Reg Pinney and GLD Officer Griff 
Griffin attended to witness the signing of the 
agreement.  The Elm Park Cadets are proactive 
when it comes to fund raising for the Poppy 
Appeal.  They recently did a ‘Bag Pack’ while in 
uniform, at their local Tescos superstore, while 
at the same time collecting Poppy Appeal bucket 
donations.  The cadets have also organised a 
Quiz Night at the Elm Park Club with proceeds 
going to the Poppy Appeal. 

The Barking and Dagenham College also 
affiliated in July 2015 with the Elm Park Branch.  

Other newly formed affiliations are:-  

 Ashford RBL and Marine Society Sea Cadets 
and Walton Sea Cadets 

 Leytonstone RBL and 12F Walthamstow and 
Leyton Sqn 

 Southgate RBL and 2473 Highland and 
Southgate Sqn ATC  

The GLD hope to see exciting new ventures 
stemming from these young , energetic groups 
and from the established Youth Affiliations 
already doing great work for the Legion.   

Appointment of District Youth 
Officer 
At the July GLD Committee meeting, Linda 
Reynolds GLD Officer and Elm Park Branch 
Member, was appointed as the GLD Youth Officer 
taking over the role from Sarah Stephenson, 
MSO.  If you are interested in linking up with a 
local youth group and need more information 
and formal agreement forms, please contact 
Linda on email: lindareynolds14@hotmail.com 

Burma Star Wreath Laying 
Burma Star Annual wreath Laying up in central 
London,  Horse Guards and Whitehall on 
Wednesday 2 September. 

As it is the 70th VJ Day this year Terry Whittles 
National Vice Chairman, will be laying two 
wreaths.  GLD Standard Bearers will be in 
attendance. 

 1130 Wreath laying at Earl Mountbatten’s 
statue 

 1145 Walk to Viscount Slim’s statue in 
Whitehall 

 1210 Wreath laying at Viscount Slim’s statue 

 1230 End 
There will also be a bugler in attendance. 

Chairman’s Coffee Morning 
Reg Pinney, GLD Chairman, was pleasantly 
surprised to receive a steady stream of Branch 
Officers and Members drop in to his informal 
surgery.  Topics covering a wide array of issues 
were discussed either one-to-one or shared 
round the table over a beverage with cake and 
biscuits.  

 
Members from Becontree, Bromley, Croydon, 
Hanworth, Hounslow, Petts Wood, Teddington 
visited and the GLD Treasurer, Jo Stevens was 
able to use the Pop In Centre’s Computers onsite 
to demonstrate first hand how to log into O365 
to view Branch Member lists and how to operate 
LOMAS.  Linda Reynolds GLD Officer was on hand 
to help out as the centre became a hive of 
activity, dispensing drinks from the vending 
machine as visitors arrived in need of 
refreshment.   

Queries regarding the new database were 
answered by Sarah Stephenson and passwords 
located for those who wanted access to their 
O365 account.  Ken Spowles, Member of Bexley 
Heath & Welling Branch, GLD Appointed Welfare 
Rep and trained Volunteer Case Worker was also 
on duty at the Pop In Centre to answer any 
Welfare related questions.   

On the whole the coffee morning was a useful 
and enjoyable success.  Reg will look at holding 
these quarterly with the next one scheduled for 
Tuesday 1st December 2015, 10am.   

Chairman's XMAS Poppy Appeal fund 
raiser 

As the Chairman hosts the 
second of his open Coffee 
morning Pop In Branch 
Surgeries at the Borough 
High Street Pop In Centre, 
Reg has agreed to dress up 
in the full red Santa Claus 
outfit and have a Santa sack 

mailto:lindareynolds14@hotmail.com
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/how-we-can-help
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/how-we-can-help
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/how-we-can-help
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of RBL lucky dip promotional items for visitors 
and school children, if donations reach £100+.  
Send Branch cheque donations to the GLD MSO 
Sarah Stephenson to Haig House, stating which 
Branch it is from and that it is aid of the  

GLD Chairman's XMAS PA fund raiser. 

Lets see which Branch wants most for 
Reg to act up as Father Christmas, by 
checking the donations against the 
Branches listed online here:- 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/gr
eater-london/fundraising/chairmans-xmas-
fundraiser-2015  

Appointment of District Chaplain 
At the July GLD Committee Meeting, it was 
agreed that Father Jonathan Sedgwick Priest in 
Charge at St George the Martyr Church in 
Borough High Street, should be the official GLD 
Chaplain.  Father Jonathan oversaw the Church 
Service for the Laying Up Ceremony of the 4 Met 
County Standards in March 2015.  

 
After a stint as Dean of Divinity at Magdalen 
College Oxford in the early 1990s, Father 
Jonathan has for the past decade and a half 
pursued a career in the civil service. 

Jonathan Sedgwick was principal private 
secretary to home secretary David Blunkett and 
later held the post of acting Chief Executive of 
the UK Border Agency. 

Alongside his day job working for the 
Government, he has in recent years served as an 
honorary curate in the parishes of St John's East 
Dulwich and St Christopher's Walworth. 

Fr Jonathan quit the Ministry of Justice to take 
up full-time parish ministry in Southwark. 

If Branches are interested in attending a 
Remembrance Service at St George the Martyr 
Church on the Wednesday 11  November 2015, 
please let the GLD MSO know, via email: 
sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk.  If there is a 
good response Father Jonathan will organise a 
fitting Service and Branch Standard Bearers 
invited as well as Members. 

GLD Website Re Vamp 

 
The GLD website has undergone a mini overhaul, 
with the generic image of HMS Belfast being 
replaced with a view from Greenwich Royal 
Observatory overlooking the old Royal Naval 
Hospital.  Also there are less levels to navigate 
and topics that are of most interest to web 
visitors and Members, have been elevated to the 
home page.   

This will result in some links being broken, as 
pages and information have been moved or are 
deleted.  If you are unable to find information, 
please use the search engine. 

Message from Terry Whittles 
National Vice Chairman 
 
Dear Member 
 

First of all, thank you for taking the time to 
contact us about discrepancies between some 
Rules and Governing Regulations (GR) in the 
Royal Charter (Version 10, 30 June 2015) and the 
additional joining methods now open to new 
members. Similar differences will no doubt also 
become apparent during the renewal process in 
October this year. This note explains the reasons 
for this. 

Firstly, there was a timing issue. As you are 
aware, any proposed changes to the Rules must 
be agreed by two-thirds of voting delegates at 
Annual Conference (16 and 17 May this year). 
Charter Motions to Annual Conference have to be 
submitted to the Director General at least 13 
weeks prior to Annual Conference (i.e. the 
middle of February) following agreement by the 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/contact-us
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/contact-us
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/fundraising/chairmans-xmas-fundraiser-2015
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/fundraising/chairmans-xmas-fundraiser-2015
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/fundraising/chairmans-xmas-fundraiser-2015
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_George_the_Martyr_Southwark
mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
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submitting formation. At this time, though 
design of the new database was well advanced, 
discussions and negotiations had yet to be 
concluded on the precise joining and renewal 
mechanisms that would be most advantageous 
and available for members. 

Secondly, there was a desire to ensure the new 
processes were fully tested and robust. Had 
changes to the Rules and GRs been agreed and 
incorporated immediately following Annual 
Conference, we could have been in the position 
of having to extend use of the “old” system and, 
no doubt, being asked why we were in 
contravention of the Royal Charter in so doing. 
On balance, therefore, I advised the Membership 
Department not to proceed with asking the 
Board of Trustees or Membership Council to 
submit Charter Motions as, in my view, it was 
not necessary, though I agree it has created a 
degree of uncertainty. 

I can assure you that, following full 
implementation of the new system in autumn 
2015, appropriate Charter Motions will be 
presented to Annual Conference 2016. I would 
now like to address the two areas of uncertainty 
I have encountered. 

The first area surrounds the Affiliation Fee and 
Membership Fee (Rules 8, 21, 31, 34 and 37 and 
GRs 15, 46 and 47). The Royal Charter states 
what the Affiliation Fee comprises and that 
Branches must pay this to the Director General. 
Of course, with the new system, all Branch 
Affiliation Fees will be zero, so Branches 
automatically comply as they “owe” nothing. 
The only slight anomaly is that Governing 
Regulation 46 states that every member must 
pay his Branch an annual Membership Fee. 

The second area concerns GRs 3 (b) and 3(c). 
GR3 (b) states that applications for membership 
be addressed to the Branch Secretary “in a form 
specified by the Board of Trustees”. The Board 
of Trustees has specified that this can be done in 
a number of ways, including on-line and by 
telephone. Branch Secretaries have access to 
information about new joiners choosing these 
new methods, which brings us to GR 3 (b) which 
gives the Branch Committee the right to refuse 
membership “but must not refuse it 
unreasonably”; the only automatically accepted 
refusal of membership is of somebody being a 
conscientious objector (Royal Charter, Article 6) 
and, in fact, each year there are very few 
reported refusals, so I did not see this as a major 
issue. 

 

 

 

I hope that has helped to clarify things and thank 
you again for taking the interest – it’s good to 
know others also read and understand the 
Charter! 

Best wishes 
Terry Whittles 
National Vice Chairman 

Veterans UK  

Transferring customer payments of War 
Disablement Pension (WDP) from Post 
Office Card Accounts (POCA) to Direct 
Payments 

As part of a wider Government programme, from 
September 2015 Veterans UK will conduct an 
exercise to transfer customer payments of War 
Disablement Pension from Post Office Card 
Accounts (POCA) to Direct Payment into a bank 
or building society account.   

Direct Payment into a bank or building society 
account is the most efficient, secure and reliable 
way of receiving benefit or pension payments.   

It gives customers more control over when and 
where they access their money, and may offer 
additional benefits such as reduced utility bills 
when paying by Direct Debit. Customers may find 
it easier to manage monthly payments of rent 
and utility bills. 

Veterans UK would like all of its customers to 
benefit from these advantages and are writing to 
them to offer assistance to those who might 
have questions or require further information 
about receiving their payments into a bank, 
building society account. 

All letters to customers will include details of 
the Veterans UK Helpline who will be able to 
take the bank details over the telephone and 
carry out the action to change the payment 
method and let the customer know when the 
change has been made.   

If you would like more details please email your 
request to sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘When you go home, tell them of us and say,  

For your tomorrow, we gave our today’.  

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
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John Stelfox Passing to higher Service 
The Past County Chairman of the NW Metropolitan Area – John Stelfox – passed away on 
the 15 June 2015.  His funeral was well attended with over 20 Standards from various 
Branches and Regimental Associations and groups.  May he rest in peace. 

 
 
Greater London District Committee 

Name Position Local Branch Member 

Reginald Pinney Chairman Southgate 

Joanne Stevens Treasurer Elm Park 

Phil Beckinsale Member Harrow 

Bryan Binning Member Greenford 

Irene Brockey Member and (PDRO) Sunbury 

Chad Carress Member Croydon  

Griff Griffin Member Romford 

Jim Lowther  (AKA John) Member Chiswick 

George Dryburgh co-opted Member and (DPAC) Romford 

Chris Carr co-opted Member Romford 

Raymond Harris co-opted Member Southgate 

Jackie Pinney co-opted Member Southgate 

Linda Reynolds co-opted Member Elm Park 

Jack Weedon (AKA John) co-opted Member Ilford 

By Appointment:- 
Standard Bearer   Michael Foster 
Ceremonial Officer  Stan Heath 
Parade Marshal  Reg Burton 
District Chaplain   Father Jonathan Sedgewick, Priest in Charge at St George the Martyr 
Welfare Representative  Ken Sprowles 
WS, Met. Central Rep. Janet Salter 
Membership Support Officer, GLD, Sarah Stephenson 

Haig House, London Area Office, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 
Email:    sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk 
Website:   http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london 

Conference Committee 

Phil Beckinsale 
Chad Carress 
Bryan Binning 
Griff Griffin 
Ken Sprowles 
David Justice 
Finola Turner  

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london

