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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

This month will see commemorations for the 71st Anniversary of D-Day.  Although it may not be 
celebrated in the same vein as last year, I know that many will be taking part in some 
remembrance event for this day, not least those who are going to the beaches.  The next 
important event in the calendar is Armed Forces Day on 27th June.  This to younger people today 
has more significance and will be celebrated starting on Monday 22nd with the Flag Raising at our 
Civic Centres and at County Hall.  The National celebrations this year will at Guildford, Surrey and 
if you are not involved locally then why not visit.  The main Armed Forces Day event for Kent will 
be at the Great Lines in Gillingham. 

Last month saw Annual Conference take place at Southport and I have included a separate report 
below.  As a County, Kent only had eight branch delegates attend, which considering it is the place 
that your branch and members have the opportunity nationally of giving your opinion of how you 
feel the Legion is representing you, it was a poor turnout.  I accept that the cost of sending 
delegates is in some cases a burden on branch funds but we need to find some way to ensure 
more branches attend otherwise we shall continue having a situation where nationally under 15% 
of branches attend and vote.  Next year the Conference is at Eastbourne so perhaps we might be 
able to field a larger number of delegates.  I would be interested to know how you feel we could 
get more representation.  Perhaps we need to link some branches and send a delegate from 2-4 
smaller branches to represent them and share the costs.  I am aware this would only give one 
vote but had we organised ourselves in such a way this year we could have had about 20 
delegates.  Please feel free to contact me at richardcast@btinternet.com with your thoughts on 
this. 

Richard Cast  
County Chairman 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2015 

The conference took place at the Southport Theatre & Convention Centre in Southport 
Merseyside.  It opened with the notification of the death on 8th May of General Sir Edward 
Burgess KCB OBE Past National President from 1987 to 1993.  There were over 355 branch 
delegates present although as is the way of all voting we never reach more than 329 total voting 
delegates.  Conference was opened with the entry of 53 standards to the music of the RAF Staff 
Band Cranwell College. 
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Saturday was a day of speeches and presentation of reports most of which can be found in the 
Annual Report & Accounts which we were told had been signed off by the auditors just before 
conference.  Delegates received copies with their conference packs.  Copies of the report can be 
found on the Legion web site and are available from the Poppy Appeal. 

Our guest speaker was Lieutenant General Andrew Gregory, Chief of Defence People, who 
delivered an inspiring presentation about the Armed Forces and highlighted the Battle Back 
Centre as being about “What (beneficiaries) can do – not what they can’t”. 

In the afternoon, the Membership Forum was held in the main hall for the first time.  It was well 
received and gave delegates a chance to ask questions from the floor as well as the pre-presented 
written questions.  It was surprising to hear that some delegates didn’t really know what the role 
of the Membership was to the membership side of the organisation. 

This was followed by an excellent parade to the Town Memorial, and the parade was well 
received by the local population who clapped as we passed by. 

Sunday started with the cups and awards presentation.  Details of who received what can be 
found on the Legion Web Page although two of the awards do need mention as they concern this 
county.  Kent received the Downing Shield which is for a large county achieving best membership 
increase in the previous year and the Royal British Legion Village Branch received the Jellicoe 
Shield which is for a large branch with most improved membership over the previous 3 years.  
Both no doubt will proudly adorn the reception table at the forthcoming County Parade on 5th 
July. 

There were three Charter Motions for discussion; two were carried and one lost.  These were in 
brief: 

Rule 8 which was carried now means that only branches who have submitted all their returns on 
time can nominate a person for National Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

Rule 17 which was carried now means that no person being elected to the Conference 
Committee will be able to serve for more than three terms, a term being at least 1 year but no 
longer than 3 years. 

Motion 3 was lost only just failing to meet the two thirds majority the percentages being 65.69% 
for and 34. 31% against.  This was for the Branches to elect all thirteen members of the Board of 
Trustees, who should come from the branches and be members or life members resident in the 
EEC. 

The eight General Motions were than discussed and the result was as follows: 

 Motion 1 - Carried by 99% 

 Motion 2 - Carried by 98% 

 Motion 3 - Carried by 93% 

 Motion 4 - Carried by 97% 

 Motion 5 - Carried by 56% 

 Motion 6 - Carried by 56% 

 Motion 7 - The motion which was put by Staple Branch and fully supported at our County 
Conference on changing the way Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected was Lost with 29% 
for and 71% against. 

 Motion 8 - Lost by 72% against 

Conference ended with a Service of Remembrance and also the news that the National Chaplain, 
The Right Reverend Nigel McCulloch KCVO will be retiring from the role after the Festival of 
Remembrance this year. 



MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL SE AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

Hello.  Allow me to introduce myself.  

My name is Mike Alderson and I’m honoured to have been 
elected to the Membership Council of the Royal British Legion 
to serve for a three year term as your representative for the 
South East of England Region (Surrey, Kent and Sussex). 

As a former serviceman (RAF) and having previously served 
within the Legion in Sussex as a Branch Secretary, Group 
Chairman and County Committee Member, I am now very 
much looking forward to working on your behalf as your 
Membership Council Representative at national level. 

You may be unfamiliar with the role of the Membership 
Council so let me briefly outline its role and make up.  

There are 12 elected people on the Membership Council, each representing and responsible for a 
geographic region of the UK (plus national and overseas branches). 

The Membership Council meets every six weeks and it’s responsibilities include supporting the 
Board of Trustees and making recommendations on policy, responsibility for the General Fund 
budget, the management of Counties, approval of the formation, amalgamation, and closure of 
branches and the issue (and withdrawal) of Legion Club licences. 

In addition each Membership Council Representative chairs or sits on a number of committees or 
working groups. I have been appointed as the Membership Council Champion for Marketing, 
Chair of the Branch Websites Working Group and a panel member of the Training Advisory Group.  

In short, the Membership Council works at the very heart of the Legion. Helping shape its work at 
the national level and supporting and facilitating work at the county level. 

I am busy getting to know the Legion officers and staff team members across the area, and I 
already know that whichever pillar of Legion activity you look at: comradeship, welfare, 
remembrance or representation, there are many examples of outstanding work being undertaken 
in our region. I very much look forward to supporting that work. 

Effective communication and finding opportunities for the Legion to engage with the widest 
possible range of communities (including business communities) will be key issues for me.  

You can find me on Twitter @RBL_MCSouthEast and on Facebook.com/MJAlderson.  I look 
forward to ‘talking’ with you. 

 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£2,500 Kent County Branch 
 

MEMBERSHIP PROCESS 

A summary of the changes to the membership joining and renewal process is enclosed.  Please 
ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

 
MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATION PORTAL PROJECT /OFFICE 365 

The Membership Administration Portal (MAP) Project aims to give Branch Committee Members 
access to a Legion e-mail address, Microsoft Office applications and secure document storage 
facilities.  With the introduction of the new database, branches will also be able to gain direct 

 



access to the membership listings.  Within the next year this will be the only place for Branches to 
gain details of membership listings and reports.  

Office 365, Microsoft’s online Office software bundle, will provide free of charge Email, Word and 
Excel functions via the Internet.  You won’t need to have Microsoft Office installed on your 
computer to use these programmes; all you’ll need is a computer or a laptop and an internet 
connection. 

Role based email addresses are being created - for example Dorset.Chairman@rbl.community - 
for Branch Officers and also for up to three Branch Committee Members, which Branches will use 
to access the MAP and Office 365.  Branches will be able to advertise these email addresses so 
members do not have to give out their personal email address.  When a holder of that role 
changes the RBL address will not have to change, it will just be re-allocated to the new incumbent. 

This information has already been sent out to branches.  So far we have had an excellent response 
with 128 members currently being set up.  Once the first phase of users is set up further users will 
be added and all Branches are encouraged to take up this offer as it will become an important 
means of communication with branches. 

Please reply to Jennifer Strange (MSO) using the enclosed form, by email is preferred, so the 
details can be collected ready for the next phase.  

The Branches already registered are: 
Ashford (5 members), Benenden (3), Birchington (4), Brabourne & Smeeth (4), Canterbury (6), 
Chartham (3), Cheriton & Morehall (1), Downs (7), Dymchurch (5), Eastry (2), Elham Valley (3), 
Frittenden (1), Gillingham (3), Gravesham & Ebbsfleet (2), Greenhithe & Swanscombe (4), 
Halstead (5), Hawkhurst (1), Herne Bay (2), Hythe & Saltwood (2), Isle of Oxney (3), Kemsing (3), 
Leeds & Hollingbourne (1), Littlebourne (1), Minster & Monkton (4), New Romney (5), Orpington 
(4), Paddock Wood (4), Rochester & Strood (3), RBL Village (5), Royal Tunbridge Wells (2), 
Sandgate (2), Sandwich (3), Sheerness (3), Shepway & Parkwood (1), Sittingbourne & Milton Regis 
(5), Staple (1), Sutton Valence (3), Swanley, Crockenhill & Hextable (3), Tenterden (3), West 
Kingsdown (2), Whitstable (3). 
 
BRANCH ACCOUNTS 

Please remind your Treasurer that Branch Accounts are to be closed at 30th June and that a copy 
of the accounts together with a Letter of ‘Authority to Disclose Information’ for each account and 
supporting Bank Statements must be submitted to the County Office by 30th September at the 
very latest. 

Branch Officers should be ensuring that as much help as possible is given to the Treasurer to 
ensure that they can successfully close down the books and produce the Branch Accounts.  We 
shall be arranging some Branch Audit Days with the Independent Examiners in the County Office 
although because of available space in the office, this will have to be on a timed appointment 
basis only.  If your branch can take up this opportunity to get your books audited, there is no cost 
to you except the travel costs by your Treasurer.  If, however, you want an Independent Examiner 
to come to you, there will be a need to reimburse the examiner their travel costs at the time of 
visit.  Please remember that the Auditor needs to see your Account Books, Bank Statements, 
Cheque Books, Paying In Books, Expenditure Receipts, your Branch Minutes for the year and 
Membership Records.  Remember, if you are coming to the Office, you must get all your officers 
to sign the Branch Accounts Form and two of the signatories to sign the Authority to Disclose 
Information letter.  That way, on completing the audit the documents can be copied and the 
originals left for the MSO. 

Next month we shall issue the dates of the Branch Audit Days in the County Office for you to bid 
for your timeslot and also the contact details of each Independent Examiner should you wish to 
make an appointment for one to visit your branch. 
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COUNTY PARADE AND SERVICE 

This year the Royal British Legion Village Branch are hosting our County Parade which will take 
place in the new Garden of Honour in the Village on Sunday 5th July and I would like every 
Branch to make the effort to be represented on this Parade. 

The marching party will form up at Preston Hall at approximately 2:20 pm and will march to 
the Garden where the Standards will be inspected.  (Please note the change to the original 
time and location).  The Service will then commence at 3:00 pm lasting for about 45 minutes.  
All bar the Standard Bearers are requested to be seated by 2:50 pm. 

After the service there will be a short parade to the Capel Morris Centre car park via the saluting 
dais.  The reception will be in the Capel Morris Community Hall.  Half the car park can be used for 
parking but there is plenty of free parking within the Village. 

To assist the catering arrangements, branches are requested to submit the form on the attached 
information page. 

As we, the Legion, are the guardians of Remembrance we need to remind ourselves and everyone 
else that this year is the 70th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War and remember 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice so that we could live in freedom.  Although this year we 
will not be in the eye of the general public I would hope that the branches put on a good show for 
those that do see us.  The Chairman of the Royal British Legion Village Branch and I look forward 
to welcoming you. 

Richard Cast 
County Chairman 

COUNTY PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 

The County currently has a vacancy for a Public Relations Officer.  The County has a key role in the 
Legion’s PR efforts, both to promote County activities (proactive) and to act as the point of 
contact for local media on matters of wider interest (reactive).  The CPRO is central to this and as 
such has a place at County Committee meetings.  Any person interested, whether they are a 
Legion member or not, should contact the MSO on 07554 553263 or at twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
CAPEL MORRIS POP-IN 

The Pop-In held at the Capel Morris Centre in the RBL Village is a multi-agency information drop in 
event that is held once a month on the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 1 pm - 5 pm. 

It has been running successfully for four years, providing information and guidance to the local 
Armed Forces community and giving them a chance to socialise and chat over tea and biscuits. 

The Pop-In provides support to individuals by giving them access to help and advice from Legion 
Case Officers and Benefit & Money Advisors.  There is also representation from Combat Stress, 
Veterans UK, RBLI and other agencies.  Combat Stress also offers a Group Therapy session for 
those who wish to attend. 

Many of our beneficiaries often say that their quality of life, confidence and prospects for 
independent living has improved after visiting this monthly Pop-In. 

In the spirit of Live On – can I please encourage you to make the service community in your area 
aware of the Capel Morris Pop-In. 

Thank you very much.  

Jim Butcher 
County Benevolence Co-ordinator 
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CEREMONIAL HANDBOOK 

Following a period of review there is a new Ceremonial Handbook.  This publication is intended to 
provide Counties/Districts, branches and the general public with guidance and policy on all 
aspects of Legion Ceremonial activity. 

As part of the review, the document has been divided into two sections: 

 Section A provides guidelines on key internal events such as Standard Bearer competitions 
and policies on Legion ceremonial dress. 

 Section B provides guidelines on the format of public events as well as making 
recommendations for how such events can be organised.  This section will soon be 
accessible to the general public through the Legion’s website. 

The full version of the Ceremonial Handbook is available to Counties/Districts and branches in the 
Membership Policy Documents Area.  Log in details can be provided by the MSO. 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

In addition to the Ceremonial Handbook mentioned above a number of other publications are 
available via the Membership Policy Documents Area.  These include: 

 The Royal Charter 

 The Membership Handbook 

 The Legion’s Complaints Procedure 

 Data Protection Policy 

 Membership Training Handbook 

 Plus others  

As indicated above log in details can be provided by the MSO. 
 
THANET FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

I am pleased to announce that the Shorncliffe Military Wives Choir will be performing at this years 
Festival at the Margate Winter Gardens on Friday 23rd October.  We are lucky to get them 
because they are very popular and thus very busy.  We are looking for a good turn out in this 
important year and need more Standards to attend.   

Tickets for this prestigious event are now available.  Please see the attached flyer/application 
form.  To book a place for your Standard please contact me on 01843 224805 or at 
austinwalker@live.co.uk.  If you have never been you are missing out on a great evening.  Those 
that have been please spread the word and let us see a full house this year.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Aussie Walker 
Festival Director 

ROCHESTER & STROOD BRANCH 

The Branch will be holding a VE/VJ Fun Day on Saturday 8th August at the Northcote Recreation 
Ground, Strood ME2 2DH.  There will be arena displays involving Air and Army Cadets plus WW1 
and WW2 re-enactments.  There will also be dance troops and a Pearly King and Queen sing-along 
as well as a number of stalls, bouncy castles and refreshments.   Timings are 11 am to 5 pm and all 
proceeds are going to the Poppy Appeal. 
 
BIRCHINGTON BRANCH 

The Branch is holding another indoor Boot Fayre on behalf of the Poppy Appeal on Saturday 20th 
June 9 am – 12 noon at Church House, Kent Gardens CT7 9RS.  As usual there will be the various 
stalls, RBL bric-a-brac, tombola, a raffle and light refreshments.  Admission is by donation. 
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GOUDHURST BRANCH 

The Branch held a plant sale on 16th May which was attended by about 90 people.  The Branch is 
delighted to have been able to donate more than £970 to the Poppy Appeal as a result. 
 
COWDEN, HARTFIELD & DISTRICT BRANCH 

The Branch Secretary reports, “After a high of 70 expected, 64 sat down to the Branch Spring 
Lunch held on Sunday 26th April at Sweetwoods Golf Club, Cowden.  The occasion also 
commemorated the forthcoming 70th Anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day.  We didn’t have a 
raffle, but any surplus from the lunch will go to the Poppy Appeal Fund. 

Brigadier Bruce Russell (son of our branch member Dr Andrew Russell) gave an excellent address 
on the Army and conflicts as experienced during his 33 years of service. 

I took a camera but failed to take any photos and I fear that the age profile of those attending 
would not have possessed a camera phone!  Shame, because the room looked very good with our 
Branch Standard and Union Flag on our Standards Stand and the Lion and poppies projected onto 
the wall behind the speaker.” 
 
RAMSGATE BRANCH 

As you will have been seen on the news, both 
local and national, there have been 
celebrations in Ramsgate for the 75th 
anniversary of Operation Dynamo - the 
Dunkirk evacuation.  On the day of the church 
service and parade the Club and Branch were 
well represented.  Branch Chairman Brian 
Martin was invited as a VIP, the Branch 
provided the Parade Marshals - Mick Todd 
and Ray Walker - and Gordon Potter carried 
the Branch Standard.  The Club opened at 
noon offering light refreshments which 
proved to be a popular move. 

 

POPPY APPEAL FUNDRAISING 

The Community Fundraisers (CFRs) have tied up with the KM Group charity team for some of their 
fundraising events and would like to encourage people to participate in the 20th Annual KM 
Charity Walk on Sunday 28th June to raise money for us. 

Could branches and clubs please put up posters in their offices and possibly on parish 
noticeboards?  
 
CHARTWELL, WESTERHAM 

Chartwell was the much-loved Churchill family home and the place from which Sir Winston drew 
inspiration from 1924 until the end of his life.  The rooms remain much as they were when he 
lived here, with pictures, books and personal mementoes evoking the career and wide-ranging 
interests of a great statesman, writer, painter and family man. 

We have an offer for the RBL membership from the National Trust in relation to some very 
interesting lectures at Chartwell as shown on the attached flyer.  Costs are £10 per person booked 
through our website www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chartwell or via 08442 491895.  The group rate for 
15 persons or more is £5 per person booked via henry.jarvis@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Isle of Thanet Gazette 
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FUNDRAISING - CLOTHES FOR CHARITY 

A company called Clothes For Charity have left bags at peoples homes which have the RBL Logo 
on them and the bags state that the company will donate at least £110,000 to the Royal British 
Legion.  This is just to let you know that the company is genuine and does support the Legion.  
Further information can be found on the Legion’s website at www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-
involved/how-to-give/ways-to-support/recycle. 
 
M&S AND THE LEGION JOIN FORCES 

The Legion has joined together with M&S to deliver a pilot work placement programme for 
veterans and Service leavers.  The M&S ‘Marks & Start’ programme helps people get into work 
and is trialling a new part of the programme for anyone who has ever served in the Armed Forces 
and is currently unemployed and looking for employment in the retail or logistics field. 

By taking part in the work placement programme it will help people to: 
· Increase confidence 
· Gain experience in the field 
· Show how existing skills can be transferred and developed in a real-life work setting 
· Gain an opportunity to get a job with one of the most respected high street names. 

The programme comprises the following elements: 

Induction and training 
M&S and the Legion will provide an initial taster day prior to the placement, where people can 
find out more about the role and if it is something they wish to move forward with. 

Work experience 
During the programme participants will complete an unpaid work experience placement in an 
M&S store or at the M&S distribution centre. Regular feedback and guidance will be provided via 
a dedicated buddy to ensure participants are gaining the most from the placement and moving in 
a direction of employment. 

Evaluation and post-programme support 
If participants show an aptitude for the role and receive good feedback from their buddy and 
manager, they would be recommended to apply for a vacancy if and when one becomes available. 

For further information about the Marks & Start programme, visit www.civvystreet.org. 
 
    
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
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LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mr Malcolm Campbell Downs 

 Mr Noel Drane “ 

 Mr Edward Grace Dymchurch & District 

 Mr John Bain Elham Valley 

 Mrs Margaret Evans “ 

 Mr William Morgan “ 

 Mr Terry Tucker Greenhithe & Swanscombe - former Chairman 

 Mr Paul Relf Hawkhurst 

 Mr Maurice Milner Kemsing 

 Mr Robert Hitchen Maidstone 

 Mr Patrick Griffiths Woodchurch 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       

 



KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2015 

JUNE 

Sat 6th Branch Officers Workshop - Smeeth, Nr Ashford 

Sun 7th Standard Bearer Training - Capel Capel Morris Centre (10 am) 

Sat 13th - 14th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground  * 

Sat 20th - 21st Hellfire Corner Weekend - Pencester Gardens, Dover * 

Sat 27th Armed Forces Day * 

JULY 

Sun 5th County Parade - RBL Village (3 pm) 

Sat 11th - 12th Thanet at War - Ramsgate 

Wed 22nd - 26th War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 15th VJ Day Celebrations (see below) 

Sat 15th - 16th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 29th - 31st Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 12th - 27th Membership Support Officer (CSec) on Annual Leave 

Sat 19th - 20th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

OCTOBER 

Sun 11th County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton 

Wed 21st Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Fri 23rd Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate 

Sat 24th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 25th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 7th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 8th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 12th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (3 pm) 

JANUARY 2016 

Sun 16th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (12 noon) 

 

 
*  County Recruiting Stall  Updated: 28th May 2015 
 

VJ DAY CELEBRATIONS 

AUGUST 

Sat 8th Rochester & Strood Branch VE/VJ Day Poppy Appeal fundraising event 

 



Pull on your walking boots for the 

20th annual KM Charity Walk  
 

Walkers are invited to take part in the annual KM Charity Walk to support The 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

The annual walk - now in its 20th year - is staged by the charity department at the KM 
Group. This year's big walk will be held 
on Sunday 28th June 28 2015. 

Leaving from the beautiful Grade II listed 
mansion, Mote House, at Maidstone 
participants will have the choice of a gentle 
five-mile route, or a more challenging 10-
mile route for keen ramblers.  

Both are designed to be varied, interesting 
and fairly flat with some occasional hills. As 
always, the walk will take you along the 
pretty highways and byways of the stunning 
Kent countryside.  

The 10-mile route will talk walkers to Leeds 
Castle and back to the mansion. A barbecue and string quartet await all our walkers on their 
return to the mansion house, along with a special anniversary medal and goodie bag.  

To fit in with the anniversary theme walkers are encouraged to wear yellow or gold in some 
shape or form and prizes will be awarded for the best outfits.  

Event organiser Sophie Wallace urged 
people to take the challenge to support the 
Poppy Appeal. 

“This is a lovely gentle way to raise money 
for this excellent cause, which can be 
enjoyed with your family or with a group of 
friends or colleagues. The walk will give 
superb views of our beautiful countryside 
as an added perk for participants,” he said. 
 
All ages are welcome, and children under 
16 even go free when you book online. 
 

Book now at www.kmcharitywalk.co.uk  
 
 

Seventy per cent of the sponsorship 

raised by our supporters will go to The 

Poppy Appeal while the remaining 30 per 

cent will go towards the children’s road 

safety work of the KM Charity Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.kmcharityteam.co.uk/


 

 

 

To book contact henry.jarvis@nationaltrust.org 
 

Date Title Lectures 

Thursday 4th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

The Games of War How Jaques’ expert craftsmen were recruited by MI9 to 
design and produce concealed tools to help prisoners of war 
escape as part of the allied war effort in the Second World 
War. 

Friday 5th June 10.30am 
– 11.30am 

Preparing for D-Day How the Royal Engineers contributed to the D-Day landings.  
Discussing the preparations for D Day and the attempts to 
keep the whole operation secret. 

Saturday 6th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

‘The Churchill Tank’ An illustrated talk about the Churchill Tank and the role it 
played in the Normandy Landings.  The talk will link with the 
tank in the grounds at Chartwell. 

Sunday 7th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

‘The Most Dangerous 
Enemy’ 

Stephen Bungay on the history of the Battle of Britain. 

Tuesday 9th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

'Painting Under Fire' Graeme Lothian's life as a war artist. 

Friday 12th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

Churchill and the 
Pasha of Marrakech 

Touria El Glaoui, granddaughter of the Pasha of Marrakech on 
Churchill’s relationship with the Pasha and his son, how these 
relationships affected Churchill’s painting. 

Tuesday 16th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

 'No More 
Champagne' 

David Lough on his book ‘No More Champagne: Churchill and 
his money’ 

Friday 19th June 2.30pm 
& 4.00pm performances 

‘Jaw-Jaw' 
 

The Virtual Theatre Company's performance specially 
commissioned by Chartwell.  A drama based on Churchill's 
Immortal Speeches 

Monday 22nd June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

'Churchill Comes of 
Age: Cuba 1895' 

Hal Klepak on his book following Churchill's exploration in 
Cuba, supported by the photographic exhibition. 

Wednesday 24th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

 'First Lady: The Life 
and Wars of 
Clementine Churchill' 

Sonia Purnell will explore Clementine Churchill's stormy 
relationship with Chartwell. 

Saturday 27th June 
10.30am – 11.30am 

‘Churchill and the 
Islamic World’ 

Warren Dockter discusses the extent to which orientalism 
influenced Churchill's opinions, policies, and relations with 
Islam. 

50th Anniversary Lecture Series                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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