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BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR 

SHOULD FORM PART OF THE REPORT TO YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE 

 
COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS 

As I sit to write these remarks, I have to ask myself what happened to April?  It has been a very 
active month for me personally and also for visits and meetings for the County.  Together with the 
fine weather I have caught up on my gardening, my daughter and wife spoilt me with a trip to 
Lingfield for the horse racing, a show in Brighton and I crowned my birthday celebrations by 
collecting a new car. 

During the month the Recruiting and Events Trailer has been at Chatham Dockyard over Easter 
and for St Georges Day celebrations in Sittingbourne High Street.  At both events the public were 
very generous and £902 was collected for the Poppy Appeal over the two events.  Also a number 
of good contacts were made.  I would like to thank all those who supported Norman Williams on 
these events - I can ensure you it was good fun. 

There was only one nomination for County Vice Chairman and therefore I can welcome Richard 
Graham of the Brabourne & Smeeth Branch who was duly elected to that office. 

It is with pleasure that I can say our advert last month for a County Treasurer has achieved a 
result in the guise of Stefan Gatward who will shortly be trained by Ray Mann to enable him to 
take over in July.  Stefan is also a qualified Legion Independent Examiner so fully understands the 
Legion finance system. 

I enjoyed two branch visits this month.  The first was to Hythe Branch where after the branch 
meeting I was able to present a County Certificate to honour the work that the late Roy Brunsden 
had done for the Branch over many years.  The certificate had been organised before his sudden 
death and the certificate was presented to his family in his memory. 

A further visit a few days later this time to Dymchurch Branch (which now only has the largest 
club in Kent as the Royal British Legion Village Branch now has the largest branch) for the meeting 
of the Shepway Group of Branches.  It was a very good turnout by the branches in the group and a 
good meeting with much discussion.  I would like to thank all for the welcome they gave to me 
and Pauline.  I would urge those branches who don’t currently meet as a group to consider doing 
so.  The support and help that your branch can obtain from other local branches in your Council 
Area can be very useful. 
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At a meeting of the Kent & Medway Civilian Military Partnership Board Recognise and Remember 
Sub-Group I heard about the many things that will be run in Kent this year.  I was able to ensure 
that all the events that the Legion will be involved in listed on the KCC Website of events.  If you 
have events coming up that you want the general public to be aware of let me or the MSO know 
and I shall inform my contact at KCC.  In next edition of the County News I will give you some 
information on what KCC are supporting. 

In June our sister charity RBLI will be launching a Volunteering Scheme.  This will be of a practical 
nature ranging from maintenance, gardening, van and minibus drivers, reception at care homes to 
a bacon butty coordinator one day a week.  Details can be found at volunteer@rbli.co.uk 

Richard Cast  
County Chairman 

DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS 

The following donations have been gratefully received: 

£1,000 Brabourne & Smeeth Branch 
£5,000 Westerham Branch 
£50 Sidcup & Footscray Branch 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Donations have been gratefully received in memory of: 

£100 Mr John Appleby 
 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE  

Please ensure this information is passed to the Branch Membership Secretary 

I am still receiving a few MS4/13 and even an MS4/12.  Please pass the word to your membership 
secretaries, committees, clubs, anyone that might have copies of these out of date forms that 
they are no longer acceptable and should be destroyed. 

All branches should now have received a version of the new MS4 that they can photocopy until 
such time as the hard copies are available from the Poppy Appeal.  As soon as I get the word I will 
let branches know when they are available. 

The new MS4 is to be sent to the Northampton address at the bottom of page 2 - not to County 
Office, CDI or Head Office - with the correct payment.  For those who choose not to pay by direct 
debit the membership fee for those forms submitted up to and including 30th September is £15.  
The fee for those submitted after that date will be £16. 

Information on the new procedures is still coming through from Membership and as usual I will 
pass the information on as soon as possible. 
 
COUNTY TRAINING COURSES 

Following the success of the Branch Officers Seminar held on 28th March there is to be a second 
seminar - principally for Chairmen, Treasurers, Secretaries and Membership Secretaries - at the 
Brabourne & Smeeth Scout and Guide HQ, Church Road, Smeeth TN25 6SA on Saturday 6th June.  
Those interested in attending should return the attached form by 20th May.  At least one further 
seminar is being planned for the West of the County and details will be published once confirmed. 

My telephone number is 01233 750421 and my e-mail is roybingham@europe.com. 

Roy Bingham 
County Training Officer 
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COUNTY PARADE AND SERVICE 

This year the Royal British Legion Village Branch are hosting our County Parade which will take 
place in the new Garden of Honour in the Village on Sunday 5th July and I would like every 
Branch to make the effort to be represented on this Parade. 

The marching party will form up close to the Garden at approximately 2:40 pm which will leave 
15 minutes for the inspection of Standard Bearers and for the marching party to get seated.  
The Service will then commence at 3:00 pm lasting for about 45 minutes.  All bar the Standard 
Bearers are requested to be seated by 2:50 pm. 

After the service there will be a short parade to the Capel Morris Centre car park via the saluting 
dais.  The reception will be in the Capel Morris Community Hall.  Half the car park can be used for 
parking but there is plenty of free parking within the Village. 

To assist the catering arrangements, branches are requested to submit the form on the attached 
information page. 

As we, the Legion, are the guardians of Remembrance we need to remind ourselves and everyone 
else that this year is the 70th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War and remember 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice so that we could live in freedom.  Although this year we 
will not be in the eye of the general public I would hope that the branches put on a good show for 
those that do see us.  The Chairman of the Royal British Legion Village Branch and I look forward 
to welcoming you. 

Richard Cast  
County Chairman 

COUNTY PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 

With summer just around the corner announcing the start of the events season we are keen to 
welcome a Public Relations Officer to the County Committee who would have a key role in 
promoting County activities and to act as the point of contact for local media on matters of wider 
interest.  Anyone keen to take on this role should contact the Membership Support Officer. 
 
FAVERSHAM BRANCH 

The Branch is holding their annual Dinner & Dance on Saturday 9th May at the Alexandra Centre, 
6.30 for a 7.00 start.  A lovely three course meal and a great social evening for any members, or 
friends for just £25.00 makes it an event not to miss.  All are most welcome to join us.  For all 
information and tickets please contact Alma Huntley on 01795 534969. 
 
ISLE OF OXNEY BRANCH 

On 25th March members of the Isle of Oxney 
Branch presented a cheque for £500 to the 
Legion’s Mais House Care Home at Bexhill-on-
Sea.  The donation was accepted for the Wish 
Tree which is a little artificial tree upon which 
residents can hang a written wish - like to visit 
somewhere, have marmalade for tea etc.  

L-R:  Treasurer Stephen Lewis, President Keith Quilter, 
Sharon Wheeler Head of Mais House and Chairman Tony 
Bullock. 

 
SHOREHAM BRANCH 

Shoreham Branch is holding a wreath laying ceremony at the village War Memorial on Sunday 
10th May at 3.00pm, followed by a tea party in the village hall where we are staging a WW2 
Exhibition.  Shoreham WW2 veterans have had special invites.  

 



SIDCUP & FOOTSCRAY BRANCH 

The Branch celebrated the work of Sir 
Harold Gillies, the famous Plastic Surgeon 
who did such brilliant work on the WW1 
Veterans.   He started a new hospital in 
Sidcup called Queen's Hospital (now called 
Queen Mary's) to carry out this work. 
 
 
 
 
 

A bench in his honour was unveiled on 29th 
April, opposite the Sidcup War Memorial, by 
Barry Theobald-Hicks, Branch Chairman, in 
the presence of The Mayor of Bexley, 
Councillor Howard Marriner.   An act of 
Dedication was given by The Reverend 
Stephen Sealy, Branch Chaplain. 

 
WEST KINGSDOWN BRANCH 

We held the first of our commemorations to soldiers 
from the village who lost their lives in World War 1 on 
Saturday 18th April.  Pte William Henry Payne, C 
Company, 1st Bn Queen’s Own Royal West Kent’s was 
killed in action early on the morning of 18th April 1915 
at Hill 60 near Ypres.  Private Payne was among the 88 
men of the Royal West Kent’s killed in action that 
morning.  20 of their bodies were later recovered and 
buried nearby.  11 of them were identified by name and 
the remaining nine by their regimental badges.  Those 
who have no known grave, including William Payne, are 
named on the Menin Gate.  The bodies of the 68 men 
which were not recovered remain there among the 
countless other English, French and German soldiers 
who died both before and after them. 

The ceremony was attended by Branch members, the 
Parish Council and other parishioners.  The Branch Vice-
Chairman gave a brief account of Pte Payne’s life and 
the actions of the Battalion on the fateful morning.  
After the Exhortation a wreath was laid and this was 
followed by the Last Post, a minute’s silence and 
Reveille. 

Two further similar ceremonies will be held this year.  The next is on Friday 25th September and 
the final one on Christmas Day.  This procedure will continue in respect of each soldier whose 
name is recorded on the village war memorial through to early 2019.   

There will also be a display of the detailed research, as carried out by Branch Vice Chairman and 
Treasurer Martin Stoneham, into the lives of each man in the village library.  This event was given 
almost half a page in the Sevenoaks Chronicle on 9th April 2015. 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
Regards to you all 

Tony West 

Membership Support Officer 
Email: twest@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    

 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on: 
 

  

 Mrs Maisie Carey-Williams Cheriton & Morehall 

 Mrs Norma Barton Dymchurch & District 

 Mr Ken Huckle “ 

 Mr Philip Lundgren “ 

 Mr Vernon Willis Faversham 

 Sir Derek Day Goudhurst 

 Mr Ray Abnett Shepway & Parkwood 

 Mrs Ivy Turner Swanley, Crockenhill & Hextable 

 

                                    Our deepest sympathies go to their families and friends                                       
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KENT COUNTY DIARY OF EVENTS - 2015 

MAY 

Fri 8th - 10th VE Day Celebrations (see below) 

Sat 9th WS Rally - Seasalter 

Sun 10th Poppy Walk - Whitstable Castle (10 am) 

Sat 16th - 17th Annual Conference - Southport 

Wed 24th - 26th 75th Anniversary of Dunkirk Evacuation (Op Dynamo) - Ramsgate * 

JUNE 

Sat 6th Branch Officers Workshop - Smeeth, Nr Ashford 

Sat 13th - 14th Folkestone & Ashford Military Show - Sellindge Show Ground  * 

Sat 20th - 21st Hellfire Corner Weekend - Pencester Gardens, Dover * 

Sat 27th Armed Forces Day * 

JULY 

Sun 5th County Parade - RBL Village (2.45 pm) 

Sat 11th - 12th Thanet at War - Ramsgate 

Wed 22nd - 26th War & Peace Revival - Folkestone Racecourse, Westenhanger * 

AUGUST 

Sat 15th VJ Day Celebrations (see below) 

Sat 15th - 16th Headcorn Combined Ops Military Vehicle & Air Show * 

Sat 29th - 31st Military Odyssey - County Showground, Detling * 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 12th - 27th Membership Support Officer (CSec) on Annual Leave 

Sat 19th - 20th Salute to the ‘40s - Chatham Historic Dockyard * 

OCTOBER 

Sun 11th County Standard Bearer Competition - Ditton 

Wed 21st Poppy Launch - County Hall, Maidstone 

Fri 23rd Thanet Festival of Remembrance - Winter Gardens, Margate 

Sat 24th County Poppy Lunch - Brompton Barracks 

Sun 25th Public Poppy Launch - Bluewater 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 7th Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall 

Sat 8th Remembrance Sunday 

DECEMBER 

Sat 12th Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre (3 pm) 

JANUARY 2016 

Sun 16th County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall (12 noon) 

 

 
 
*  County Recruiting Stall  Updated: 30th April 2015 
 
 



VE & VJ DAY CELEBRATIONS 

MAY 

Fri 8th Beacon lighting ceremony at Battle of Britain Memorial, Capel-le-Ferne at 9.30 pm 

Fri 8th Service to mark the 70th Anniversary of VE Day - Buttermarket, Canterbury at 11 am 

Fri 8th 40's/50's themed charity night with live band, disco, buffet and raffle in aid of TRBL - 
Kennington Carvery, Ashford 

Fri 8th 40's themed charity night with the Clefhanger Big Band with music and dancing in aid of 
TRBL – The River Centre, Tonbridge at 7.30 pm  

AUGUST 

Sat 8th Rochester & Strood Branch VE/VJ Day Poppy Appeal fundraising event 

 



Memories of VE Day 

 

Canterbury, May 8
th

 1945, V.E Day. I was nine, and very happy. It was the sky that made me 

feel happy. The sun was shining and there was no threat to me from anywhere in the wide blue 

horizons. Up till today the sky had always a potential threat about it. When we heard the noise 

of aircraft engines, the question was always, “Is it ours or theirs?” We could distinguish the 

lower throb of German aircraft engines and act accordingly. Later, the very distinctive pulse of 

the V1 pilotless bomb interrupted school and territorial gang fights over bombed out houses. 

But the worst was the last: the V2 that nobody heard until after it had exploded, that came out 

of the skies with no warning, and for a while, with no recognition, being explained away in the 

newspapers as “an incident” or possible gas explosion. But today, the skies were benign and it 

was a kind of ecstasy to feel so secure.   

  

In the sunshine, I wandered around the bits of my grandparent’s garden that were still 

accommodating flowers. Most had been dug up to produce vegetables, but I found enough 

flowers to make a red white and blue bunch that I felt impelled to stick to the gate. I then took 

some chalk from the garden and scratched a thank you on the fence to the British, American 

and Russian forces. After that, the day was ours to celebrate. 

 

I met up with friends, I remember accompanied by an ancient pram that somehow always 

seemed to come with us. We used to fill it with coats and food supplies for the day, slabs of 

bread pudding mostly, and anything necessary for the day’s adventure, and also to collect coal 

from the railway station. On this day, we used it as part of our march past. For a couple of years 

we had continuously rehearsed a plan to combat the expected German invasion. My great 

friend, Keith Marlton, and I had a plan. Near our street, with its barrage balloon rising up into 

the sky, there was a little hollow with some very fine sand in it. We loaded socks with the sand 

and prepared for war. The Germans would come, there would be a sentry. He would walk up 

and down the street carrying his rifle and bayonet and we practised our plan. Keith was the 

sentry, I was the rude boy who would jump out onto the pavement and make a thumb to nose 

gesture to the sentry as he came round the corner. The sentry would see me, shout “Gott in 

Himmell” and charge after me with lowered bayonet round the corner. We knew he would 

shout “Gott in Himmell” because we had read about it in the comics. As the sentry turned the 

corner, another gang member would fling the sandy contents of the sock into the sentry’s face. 

He would scream and drop his rifle and hold his hands to his eyes. I would then grab the gun 

and bayonet him, and we would all run off with the rifle and join the resistance who we thought 

lived in the local woods. We rehearsed it until it was perfect and waited for the Germans to 

arrive. 

  

Of course, they never did and now there was no need for the practice. We had a dignified 

ceremonial victory parade, with a ritualised emptying of the sock and set off to play by a 

stream, damming it in places and when that palled, pole vaulting over it and savouring all the 

time the feeling of being, at last, free from the fear of a random death from the sky. 

  

Around about four o’clock, the street party began. It was amazing. Somehow the adults 

managed to unearth from hidden supplies, stuff we had only ever heard talk about: tins of fruit, 

jellies, an orange or two and some blackened real bananas. (There is a whole history in how so 

much food was scavenged to create such a feast.) 

 



We then had a huge bonfire, with Hitler as the guy, and giant thunderflashes (acquired, I think 

from the military) were detonated. And by then the ecstasy had turned to delirium. Our gang 

heard that the celebrations in the city were infinitely more raucous that ours. So we decamped, 

abandoned the pram and found total anarchy by the West Gate Towers. Everybody seemed 

drunk, everybody seemed to be singing and dancing impromptu. It was a chaos and to us totally 

wonderful. We watched, awestruck at adults somehow licensed to behave with shameless 

impropriety. And then among the adults, there was a competition to see who could climb the 

highest lamp post. One young soldier easily shinned up the highest lamp-post. I strained my 

neck to see him waving exuberantly to the shifting throng below. And then the lamp started to 

sway and rock and then with a crack and consequent creak crashed down to the street and on to 

the crowd. It all looked very serious. 

  

We crept away and did not talk about that very much afterwards. It seemed ironic and so unfair 

that the skies still held an entirely random danger after all. 

 

After that, for us, the war lost its potency, we grew out of games, and when VJ Day came 

along, although there was huge relief, there was also an horrendous awareness of skies 

harbouring hugely impersonal potential threats emerging from split or fused atoms. The 

morning of VE day was perhaps my last as a child. 

 

 

Nigel Thomas 

Elham Valley Branch 

 



 
 

PARADE AND SERVICE OF RE-DEDICATION 

SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2015 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION VILLAGE 
 
The Parade will muster at 1440 hrs at the Garden of Honour in the Royal British Legion 

Village ME20 7NL.  The Standards will be inspected at the side of the church. 

The congregation are requested to be seated by 1450 hrs.  The Service will commence at 

1500 hrs. 

After the Service the Parade will form up under the command of the County Parade 

Marshal and will march to the Capel Morris Centre. 

The Salute will be taken by the Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling en route and the 

Parade will be dismissed in the car park. 

Refreshments will be available in the Capel Morris Community Hall after the event.   

To help with the catering arrangements, please return the slip below to the Membership 

Support Officer ASAP but by no later than 15th June. 

 

Richard Cast 

County Chairman 

 

 

COUNTY PARADE ON SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2015 

 

(Every Branch is requested to submit this return to the County Secretary) 

 

From: The Chairman ………………...…………………………………. Branch 

 

My Branch will / will not be supporting County Parade on 5th July 2015. 

 

My Standard will / will not be on parade. 

 

Attendance at the Church Service approx. …………………. Branch members 

 

Signed  ……………………………………………………  Branch Chairman 

Please return slip ASAP to help with catering arrangements. 

 
Return to:  MSO, RBL South East Area Office (Kent), Royal British Legion Village, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7NL 
 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

KENT COUNTY  
 



   
Saturday 6th June 2015 

Brabourne and Smeeth Village Scout and Guide HQ, Church Road, Smeeth TN25 6SA 

 10.30 for 11 am start 

 
This Seminar is aimed at Branch Officers and Committee Members newly appointed to 
their current position and also to anyone who is serving in a branch appointment who 
would like an update or who is considering attending the National Branch Management 
Course or Branch Treasurers Course. 

The day will cover the main duties of Branch Officers and Committee in their role in the 
branch combined with that of local trustee of the Legion and their branch.  In the event 
that they are unable to attend this seminar a further seminar is planned for this year in the  
West of the County.  All branch chairmen, secretaries, treasurers and membership 
secretaries should try to attend one seminar this year.  Only 40 places are available so it will 
be on a first come first served basis. 

Please complete the return below and send to the County Training Officer at the address at 
the bottom by 20th May 2015 even if no one from your branch is attending the seminar. 

 Refreshments will be provided 
............................................................................................................................................................... 

 
Branch ............................................................................................ ................................. 
 
We will be attending/will not be attending* the Branch Officers Seminar on 6th June 2015 
(* delete as applicable)  

 
Names of those attending:                      Position 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

……………………………………….………………… ………………………. 

 
Signed......................................................... .........................  Date................................................. 

Name..................................................................................  Appt............................................... 

 
Return to:  County Training Officer, RBL South East Area Office (Kent), Royal British Legion Village, Aylesford, 
Kent ME20 7NL 

BRANCH OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE SEMINAR 


