
 

Hard work and dedication 
recognised! 

G L O U C E S T E R  C I T Y  
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B R I T I S H  L E G I O N  
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D A T E S  F O R  Y O U R  D I A R Y  

 6 Feb 2015 2000hrs 

Branch Meeting at 

Robert Raikes Pub 

 11 April 2015 Civic 

Ball - Annual Dinner 

and Dance 

 23 April 2015 St 

George’s Day Ser-

vice RSStG Glouces-

ter Cathedral 

 24/25 April Glouces-

ter Beer Festival 

 26 April 2015   AN-

ZAC Service Leight-

erton 

 16/17 May  2015 RBL 

National Confer-

ence—Southport 

 Gloucester Armed 

Forces Day —

Saturday 27 June 

2015 — RBL Stall 

and parade 

 1 September 2015  

Gloucester Day—

RBL Street Stall  

 1 November 2015 

Gloucester City 

Festival of          

Remembrance 

 8 November 2015   

Remembrance  

Sunday 

 11 November 2015 

Two Minutes Silence 

Eastgate Mall   

Gloucester 

————————————- 

If you or someone 

you know needs 

help call the Royal  

British Legion 

Helpline/Contact 

Centre on  

0808 802 8080 

At the RBL Gloucestershire County  
Conference held on Saturday 10 January, 
2015, at Severnvale School, Quedegley, 
Gloucester, Gloucester City Branch took two 
awards.  The  Pearce Cup, for efficiency and 
the Clee Shield for overall increase in the 
Poppy Appeal.  The photograph (right) 
shows Mike Easterbrook, Gloucester City 
Branch Delegate to County Conference, ac-
cepting the Pearce Cup from Air Vice Mar-
shal, Ian Corbitt, RBL Gloucestershire Coun-
ty President.  Branch Chairman, Garry Mills, 
commented, “Gloucester City Branch contin-
ues to excel and this is due entirely to the 
commitment and determination of a small 
number of the members who are relied upon 
to give up of their time to actively support our 
initiatives in delivering welfare and comrade-
ship across the City.”  
The photograph below shows County and 
Branch Standard Bearer, Bob Perkins re-
ceiving his cup. 

3rd Gloucester  CAMRA  

Beer & Cider Festival 

Friday 24th – Saturday 25th April 2015 

11.30am – 11pm 

At the Historic Blackfriars Priory,  

Ladybellgate Street, 

off Southgate St - central Gloucester 

Around 100 Beers  

From Near And Far !! 

Over 25 Ciders & Perries 
plus more cheese than you can shake s baguette at! 

 

Foreign Bottled Beer Bar 

Hot and cold food, soft drinks available  

 

Live Entertainment 

 

Admission £6  

includes Festival Glass & Programme 

(£1 refund available on glass return) 

 

FREE PINT for CAMRA Members 

(on production of a valid camra card) 

 

RBL Gloucester Poppy Appeal to benefit 

from unused tokens and sale of a specially 

brewed ale in commemoration of the 7th 

Glosters who, 100 years  ago, fought at the 

Gallipoli landings during the First World 

War. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CASE STUDY  
More rip offs! 
 
Check your 
utility bills often! 
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The great electricity rip off! 
An 84 year old ex serviceman’s widow was experiencing hardship and financial 

difficulty in meeting the cost of her electricity bill.  The Branch Welfare Officer 

met with her and examined her bills.  Her electricity supply company EON had 

an arrangement with Age UK and the widow was on that tariff.  On checking 

what other tariffs were available it was discovered that there were cheaper op-

tions.  The existing tariff demanded £75.00 per month payment by Direct Debit.  

Using a price comparison tool the Welfare Officer found a cheaper tariff with the 

same supplier offering  better value saving £360 per year.  That was in August 

2014.  The Welfare Officer visited again in early January 2015 and was checking 

the widows bills .  6 moths in to the new tariff, the widow was £9.00 in debit.  

The supply company was contacted and asked if the widow was still on the most 

appropriate tariff.  A use of a comparison web site had indicated that there was 

yet an even lower tariff.  Hey Presto—a further reduction by an estimated £80 

was achieved.  In a 12 month period the total projected savings of £440 is 

achievable.  No one has yet been able to explain why the widow was paying £75 

per month up to August 2014.  A projected  further reduction to around £38  per 

moth is expected by March 2015. but no reduction in actual usage.  In fact con-

sumption has remained constant over more than 24 months.  The new tariff is 

fixed to February 2016 with a £5 penalty for early termination.  Not a bad deal!   

 

County Appointments for 2015 
 
The following County Appointments have been announced effective 17 
January 2015: 
County Treasurer - Andrew Freeman (Dursley & Cam Branch) 
County Training Officer - Brian Hewitt (Stoke Gifford Branch) 
County Youth Officer - Charles Brickley (Stoke Gifford Branch) 
County Sports Officer - Scott Temlett (Dursley & Cam Branch)  
County Recruiting & Publicity Officer - Ian Ross (Minchinhampton Branch) 
County Parade Marshal - Carole Hoban (Brockworth Branch) 
County Standard Bearer - Bob Perkins (Gloucester City Branch) 
Conference Committee - John Moloney (Stoke Gifford Branch) , Bob   
Perkins and Allen Warren (Coleford Branch). 
County Awards Committee - John Moloney, Allen Warren and Ian Ross. 
Mel Rudge (Lydney Branch) and Charles Brickley (Stoke Gifford Branch) 
to join the Events  Committee.  

 Check your meter readings at least monthly and  give them to your supplier 

 Ensure unnecessary lights or appliances, when not needed, are switched off 

 Try reducing the thermostat by 1 degree—turn it down 

 Do not leave electricity appliances in standby mode—unplug 

 Use draught excluders for doors or heavy curtains for draughty windows 

 Shower for 4 minutes, reduce the water flow, reduce the energy used 



The “Riders Branch” did make a 

difference—can you?  Will you? 
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 Our photograph shows The Right Worshipful The Mayor of Gloucester , Councillor Debbie 
Llewellyn, accompanied by our Branch Chairman, Garry Mills, visiting the Poppy Collectors at 
Sainsbury’s at The Quays, Gloucester.  Our comrades in The Riders Branch had taken on this 
commitment and fully supported  Gloucester City Branch in this years Poppy Appeal.  Without 
the help and active support of the Riders Branch here in Gloucestershire the City Poppy Appeal 
would have suffered.  The Riders Branch did make a difference in Gloucester Quays and our 
Branch is grateful to them for their help not just of the  Poppy Appeal but with the Gloucester 
City Festival of Remembrance as well.  The Sainsbury’s Quays static collection point raised 
£3333.  A marvellous achievement. 
Please do consider volunteering your time for the Poppy Appeal this year.  If you can spare a 
few hours to man a static point during the collecting period in November please let us know,  
Your help is needed to prepare the collecting tins in October and to distribute them throughout 
the city.  Collecting tins, over 800 of them and nearly 1500 boxes of Poppies are distributed to 
local schools, shops, offices and other work places annually.  This is a mammoth task for our 
small team of volunteers, some of whom, but not all, are Branch Members.  There is a lot to do 
and even if you can  give a few hours to help it will be greatly appreciated.   
One volunteer, a Branch Member, not an ex serviceman, takes a week off his work, in memory 
of his father who served in the Merchant Navy in the Second World War, to assist with the Ap-
peal.  When asked why he volunteered he stated, “My father served his country as a merchant 
seaman during the war.  He was torpedoed three times and survived to come home, get mar-
ried and raise a family.  He fought for our freedoms, this is the least I can do.  I’m humbled 
when Poppy Collecting as I get an opportunity to meet hundreds of people with stories to tell 
about their loved ones who did and still do so much for us to ensure our freedoms.” 



RBL Gloucester City Branch 

Trinity Centre 

Norbury Avenue, Matson 

Gloucester, GL4 6AG  

Tel: 01452 305438 

Alternative day time 0900hrs to 1600hrs 

Monday to Thursday number is 01452 

505544 and ask for Garry 

Gloucester City Branch of the Royal British Legion meets on 

the first Friday of each month at 8.00pm in The Residents 

Lounge, Duke of Beaufort Court, Podsmead Road, Gloucester, 

GL1 5UB.  If travelling by car please park in Chaucer Close and 

walk through in to Duke of Beaufort Court, the Residents 

Lounge is on the left.  Stagecoach Number 10 Bus serves the 

Podsmead area and a bus stop is on Podsmead Road, there is 

gated access from near the stop.   

The RBL is open for membership to all serving members of the 

Armed Forces, ex service personnel and anyone who can sub-

scribe to our aims and objectives.  To join you do not need to 

have served in the forces. 

If you would like more information on the RBL please contact 

our secretary or any Branch member. 

For assistance from the RBL please call  

0808 802 8080  to speak to our Call Centre. 

 

Service Not 

Self 

 
War Pensioners discriminated against?  
The Branch Chairman has been in correspondence with Gloucestershire County Council and RBL Head Office in 
relation to charges for Social Care being levied on War Pensioners.  RBL Head Office response below: 
 
Dear Mr Mills, 
  
Many thanks for your email regarding the social care charging policies of Gloucestershire County Council. As you 
say, the council currently exempt only the first £10 of an individual’s War Pension payment when means testing for 
social care. 
  
We share your concern about this issue, and would like to see all councils fully exempting War Pension compensa-
tion payments in their social care means tests. However, it should be noted that most local authorities 
are simply meeting the minimum requirements (£10 per week) set out by Government charging guidelines. As such, 
we believe that the guidance is the root cause of the problem, and our upcoming Insult to Injury campaign is there-
fore aimed at central Government rather than individual councils. 
  
To address your original question directly, the present situation does, in our view, amount to a breach of the Armed 
Forces Covenant, in particular the principle of ‘no disadvantage due to Service’. This is because civilian compensa-
tion for personal injury, usually placed in a trust fund, is fully exempted from social care means tests. To reiterate, 
we would recommend writing to your Member of Parliament about this matter, and a template letter will soon be 
available on our website. 
  
I hope that this information is useful. Please feel free to contact me if you have any further queries. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Ben Kitching 
Policy and Campaigns Support Officer 
Direct: 020 3207 2128 
bkitching@britishlegion.org.uk 
  
The Royal British Legion 
199 Borough High Street 
London SE1 1AA 


