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POPPY APPEAL 2013/2014 

Last year our Poppy Appeal raised £990,000 which was 
a tremendous total, due entirely to you the volunteers. 

A Massive Thank You.  The Poppy Appeal would not 
happen without volunteers and we would not be able to 
help so many veterans without your help. 

You are invaluable to the Royal British Legion. 

 

We always knew 2014 would be a busy year and it 
started with wonderful press from the launch of the 
WW1 Commemorative Banner and the Poppy Quilt. 

We raised £8000 from both Banner and Quilt.  However, 
the PR was priceless as we received press releases 
and local and national television coverage throughout 
the year. 

Devon County Show was a wash out to put it mildly! 

I was one of the lucky ones who didn't have to be 
dragged out by a tractor (my car, not me!!).  Hopefully 
this year will be much better weather. 

After all the Armed Forces Days throughout the country, 
everyone turned the thoughts to August and the start of 
WW1.  Every Branch in Devon supported this event, 
either by staging their own Service or joining in with 
others.  Schools became involved and the children 
totally motivated by their teachers, raising money for the 
RBL along the way. 

 

We had no major fundraising events throughout the 
Poppy Appeal year as most weekends were taken up 
the Poppy Quilt and/or Banner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Much as we expected 2014 saw many events to 
commemorate the outbreak of the Great War at both 
national level and at local level.  The Devon branches 
played their part in those events and a wide range of 
innovative and moving events were arranged across the 
County.  Indeed we see the evidence of major initiatives 
in the County with the Plymouth Argyle Football Team 
wearing the Legion 1914-2014 logo and on its strip for 
the whole 2014/2015 season.  Our thanks go to the 
Plymouth Argyle Fans Trust for its huge statement to 
the Legion.   As well that important role of 
Remembrance, the Legion has continued to campaign 
for, and provide welfare to, the serving and the ex 
service community.  This puts the Legion at the heart of 
the community and has led to more welfare cases which 
we might otherwise have missed.  Our fund raising 
activities also continue.  Yet again, we have pushed the 
Poppy Appeal perilously close to the £1million barrier in 
the last year.  That is a tremendous tribute to the 
enduring and unstinting support given by the people of 
Devon.  We thank them wholeheartedly for that. 

Ralph Howard-Williams 

County Chairman, Devon Royal British Legion. 
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DEVON LOCAL NEWS 
 

Poppy Appeal 2014/2015 

 

Our Poppy Appeal started as it meant to continue - 
hectic, manic and full on.  Our County Launch on Friday 
24th October was held at HMS Drake in Devonport. We 
felt that this year being so important, we should cover 
old and new.   The Launch commenced with a small 
Remembrance Service conducted in the Plymouth 
Sound over the wreck of HMT Armtrad, which sank in 
WW1.  This very poignant service supported those who 
had given their lives for us during the terrible war.  We 
then moved to the Commodore's house where four little 
girls, under 5 years of age, who officially launched the 
Poppy Appeal in Devon.  All girls were named 'Poppy' 
and we received excellent PR.    

Our next event was the first of its kind in the country. 
We wanted to involve the youth of the County, far more, 
so the 'Devon's Youth Remembers' Parade was 
founded.  Working closely with Exeter CC, the parade of 
150 cadets and youth marched down Exeter High Street 
led by the RM Cadet Corp of Drums.  On Cathedral 
Green a short Remembrance service took place with 
the Lord Lt. of Devon and cadets laying crosses in the 
Cathedral's Garden of Remembrance. 

By this time, the Poppy Appeal was in full flow.  We held 
the Plymouth CC Poppy Day on the 30th October and  
had 150 Army/RM/RN/RAF collecting in the City Centre.  
There were so many military on the streets, they at one 
point outnumbered shoppers!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year's Poppy Appeal was one of the busiest I have 
known in my time with the Legion.  I have no idea how 
you all coped, front line, with the continuous request for 
poppies from schools/shops/businesses. It was quite 
intense at times and very very demanding. Your loyalty 
and commitment to the RBL is quite unique and 
humbling.  When you retire from work you are often 
busier than your employment time, yet you gave up your 
precious time.   Many of you work - some took holiday 
leave, some worked through it. 

We had problems this year with Corporate bodies, 
recruited by Head Office, namely Morrison's and Iceland 
and I feel these major upsets need to be sorted by Haig 
House.   Our corporate partners need to be informed of 
the difference between fundraising throughout the year 
and the boxes which you put in the stores during the 
two weeks.  The stores need to impart this very 
important message to their staff.   I have sent a report to 
Haig House on our problems in the County.  I would like 
to thank PAOs involved for their patience and 
understanding.  Hopefully this will be sorted for next 
year. 
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DEVON LOCAL NEWS 
 

BREAKING NEWS - Our 
sparsely populated County - 
1.1m population has just raised 
in three months £1m,3,300. 

How can we thank you enough - 
you are an amazing group of 
volunteers, who always give that 
little extra. 

Thank you so very much - we 
could not run the Appeal 
without you.  

2015 Events 

April   Two Male Voice Choirs - 
   Torquay 

May 21-23  Devon County Show 

June tbc  Poppy Information Days- 

   Two venues: 

   a) Otter Breweries 

   b)Richmond Poppy Appeal 

      Factory 

June 14th  Train Trip 

 

These newsletters will be sent every quarter by RBL 
Industries. They will be emailed or sent hard copy to 
you by the Company, although I will be responsible for 
the editorial. 

If you have any news you wish to circulate round the 
County, please email through to me and I can include it 
in the next Newsletter.  However, I will still send out the 
County Newsletter, when printed, together with the 
Calendar of Events for the County.    Please still let me 
have your dates of events you have planned throughout 
the year.   Just email carnold@britishlegion.org.uk. 

Contact: 07769671590 / 01297 624355 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

 

Door to Door Fundraising 

Some of you may recall that in 2013-14 the Legion 
undertook door-to-door fundraising through a 
professional agency for the first time. This was highly 
successful, and over 5,000 new regular givers were 
recruited with forecast income expected to be 
£2,000,000+ over a five year period. This year we 
restarted on August 1, pausing during October and 
November to honour Remembrance and restarted in 
December. Throughout the whole year we aim to recruit 
15,000 new donors with a five year income forecast of 
over £6,500,000. This income contributes greatly to the 
Legion’s ability to plan, develop and implement our 
services as effectively as possible for the whole Armed 
Forces family, whether serving, veteran or their families 
and loved ones.  

Door-to-door fundraising is an essential part of how the 
Legion plans to engage with new supporters, providing 
an opportunity for people to speak with someone about 
our work at any time of year, and consider a valuable 
regular gift to support our work. Regular gifts/Direct 
Debits mean the Legion saves on bank charges and 
has a predictable income so we ensure we have the 
funds to deliver vital services to beneficiaries. 

The door-to-door team are professional fundraisers who 
wear branded RBL clothing and have official 
identification. 

All fundraisers have been fully trained and have a good 
understanding of the Legion’s work. 

The fundraisers have registered with the Police in each 
county and this information should have been cascaded 
to the local stations. 

All data is handled securely and in accordance with the 
Direct Debit Guarantee and other financial regulations. 
Fundraisers will not ask for a cash donation. 

All fundraisers comply with appropriate codes of 
practise and legal regulations. 

Any complaints we receive from residents are 
investigated and acted upon. 

 

The main query we receive is whether the fundraisers 
are genuine, which is where positive communications 
from Branches can allay these concerns. Up to date 
information (including FAQ’s) is available on the website 
and Knowledge Base. Working areas change on a 
monthly basis so internal briefing emails are sent to 
regional operation and fundraising staff to cascade 
down through their areas when a campaign is live in an 
area. Email fundenquiries@britishlegion.org.uk for more 
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

St George’s Day Concert – 
Thursday 23rd April  

 

 

Central Band 

Join us once again at St George’s Hanover Square 
when the Legion’s own superb Central Band will be in 
residence to perform in this beautiful and centuries-old 
London church.  David Cole and his musicians cannot 
fail to entertain with their amazing repertoire of popular 
and familiar tunes – all with an English theme of course!  
As well as great music there will be some amusing and 
stirring words read by our celebrity guests.  Absolutely 
fabulous!   Tickets £35 each to include wine, soft drinks 
and nibbles in the church beforehand.    

Contact Rebecca on 020 3207 2272 or at 
rpride@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
GREAT NORTH RUN 

Great North Run 
Sunday 13th September 2015 

The registration fee of £40 is a contribution towards the 
race entry and is strictly non-refundable.   

The target is to raise a minimum of £300 sponsorship.  

Anyone interested should contact:  
Rachel Hardwick 
Mobile: 07825 316 289 
rhardwick@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://support.britishlegion.org.uk/app/answers/detail/a_id/1302/~/door-to-door-fundraising-faqs
http://support.britishlegion.org.uk/app/answers/detail/a_id/1302/kw/door%20to%20door%20fundraising
mailto:fundenquiries@britishlegion.org.uk
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