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� Dear Legion Colleagues,

Well, here we are already half way through this monumentous year
where we have already commemorated the D-Day Landings and
shortly the WW1 Centenary will be upon us.  This is most definitely a
year that we have been waiting for to re-engage both the Serving and
Ex-Service communities and highlight to the public the good work of
the Legion - who we are, what we do and who we are here to help.  

Sadly though, The Royal British Legion seems to have fallen on lethargic times;
not just here in Cornwall but in general.  Key events such as the proposed County
Rally, an event the Branches wanted, sadly had to be cancelled.  The Cornwall of several years
ago, the County for others to take lead from, is now not quite so.  

We are still fortunate to have the Lord Lieutenant as our County President, who ably supports
us, a committed core of RBL Members (amongst both the County and Branches) who keep
the voice alive, and Standard Bearers who represent us at many events.  The Director General
mentioned earlier in the year that we can revitalise ourselves and move forward towards
our own Centenary and beyond, utilising to great effect the forthcoming four years of events,
or we can remain status quo where we will wither and eventually disappear. 

We must act now if we are to survive.  What we need is more support in Branches and more
volunteers to come forward for Branch and County Committees.  Without a County Committee
we will without question succumb to closure, so it is with the utmost urgency that I make a plea
to you all to consider getting on-board, having your say on how the County is run and ensuring
that we see well beyond our own Centenary.

Steve Lewis, County Chairman

County Secretary: Emma Stevenson
email: estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk
County Chairman: Steve Lewis
stevelewis@britishlegion.org.uk
Produced by: The Design Place, 23 Mitchell Hill, Truro TR1 1ED
Tel: 01872 271414 email: info@the-design-place.co.uk

Front Cover (Legion Copyright): Service personnel attending
the Plymouth Area Office launch - see feature on page 14

Cornwall Legion News
July 2014

“Service - not Self”



www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/cornwall Page 03

DELABOLE

� The sun shone for Delabole Branch on 15 June when they
held their Cream Tea and Train Day at St Teath.  Footfall was
plentiful and whilst the children were able to enjoy rides on
the miniature trains, the adults got a chance to put their feet
up and enjoy a cream tea.  

The day gave the Branch a chance to heighten their
presence within the community and thanks to those who
attended, also raised £591.

News from our Branches

Far left: Malcolm Nute
(Branch Treasurer) with
some children experiencing
the mini train ride;

Left: Children enjoy the
delight of the cream tea!
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LAUNCESTON

� The Launceston Branch was out in
full force at the recent Rotary Victorian
Market held on 29 June to raise much
needed awareness of the Branch in
Launceston and the services the
Legion provides. 

Following the raising of the Armed
Forces Day flag over Launceston
Castle, representatives of the Branch
changed their attire to support the
days events; the Chairman to a
Victorian dandy, the Secretary to a
Victorian lady and the President
became a doctor from WW1!

LISKEARD

News from our Branches

All dressed the part at the Victorian Market!
Pictured L to R: Adrian Bailey (Branch Chairman)
Anne Gynn (Branch Secretary) and Peter Rowe
(Branch President)
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LOOE

� Looe Branch recently embellished the town’s War
Memorial to commemorate D-day, Armed Forces Day,
and in commemoration of the centenary of WW1.  It is
hoped that the display will also been witnessed by a
Royal visitor due to visit the area on 14 July – that for
the next edition of the CLN!

REDRUTH

MURDOCH DAY FUN!
� Redruth Branch Committee came
together to ensure Legion presence at
Redruth’s Murdoch Day celebrations on
Saturday 14 June, and the sun shone
brightly again this year.  The stand was
located inside St Rumon’s Club courtyard,
where the committee enjoyed meeting
their members and the public that
dropped by.  The RBL was further
supported in the high street where Iceland
- who has nominated the Poppy Appeal as
its annual charity - sold cakes and knitted
goods to raise over £85.

BRANCH APPOINTMENTS
� Redruth Branch is delighted to
announce that Nigel Frost will assume
the role of Remembrance Organiser
to oversee the town’s Remembrance
parade.  The Branch also welcomes
Chantal Watson as Deputy Standard
Bearer, who has been undertaking
training and recently represented
Redruth Branch at the Armed Forces
Day parade at Heartlands on 21 June.

Redruth RBL in attendance at Murdoch Day

War Memorial
located in Looe
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ST CLEER

� In November 2013, members of St Cleer
Youth Club asked the Branch for something
tangible to sponsor; around that time a large
beech tree in the Churchyard fell and the
Centenary of 1914 approached.  The seed of
an idea for the Youth Club to plant a new
‘commemorative’ tree was born.  This seed
lay very dormant over the winter, but
revived and grew rapidly into a Community
event.  There was some urgency, as the ideal
time for planting was before the growing
season started. 

Opinion was divided between planting a
Beech or an Oak, to be decided by a vote.
Before the vote was completed, the RBL
received the offer of a special little tree.
Several years ago the Great Darley Oak
(local to St Cleer) produced some acorns.
The Darley Oak is properly ‘Great’, of
national significance, probably the oldest
tree in Cornwall, about 1000 years old and
36 feet in circumference.  It was written
about as early as 1770when people held tea
parties in a hollow in the trunk.  The acorns
were collected and sold at a charity event in
aid of ‘Save the Children’.  Several were
planted and two grew - one
little tree was donated to
Liskeard for the QDJ with the
other now at St Cleer. 

With the history brought by
this tree, the idea blossomed,
so that by Saturday 22 March
some 20 organisations were
involved, whilst retaining the
original focus of involving
youngsters. Church bells and
Hand ‘Belles’ opened the
event, but a heavy hailstorm
threatened to spoil proceed-
ings and spectators ran for
cover in the Church.  We had
three Clergy present but the
weather turned against us!

Then a BBC Spotlight crew arrived and
requested a short delay to set up.  When
they were ready, out came the sun and the
weather stayed fine.  All part of the plan
of course. The tree was planted, dedicated
and then Branch President Derick Solt read
out the plaque engraving which includes
‘We will remember them’.

Brownies, assisted by adults from the
Memorial Hall Committee, planted Flanders
Poppy seeds around the periphery of the
Churchyard, some of the 2 million seeds
being planted in the Parish.  Then inside the
church there were performances by the
school choir and poems written about the
tree by junior school children.  Members of
Liskerret Choir led in the community singing
of WW1 favourites like ‘Pack up your
troubles’ and ‘Tipperary’, followed by an
impromptu singing of ‘Trelawney’. 

� Cakes and several glasses of the Vicar’s
punch rounded off an event that seemed to
be enjoyed by all.  Hopefully the tree will
grow with the children, their children and
grandchildren as a lasting memorial.
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ST COLUMB MAJOR - STANDARD DEDICATION

� The St Columb Branch of the Royal British
Legion has laid up its old Standard and had
a new Standard dedicated.  The ceremony
took place at St Columb Major Church on
Sunday 15 June.  In addition to the St
Columb Branch members, Chairmen and
Standard Bearers from other local Royal
British Legion Branches attended.  Escorts to
the Standards were provided by the Cadets
of 781 Sqn (Newquay) Air Training Corps. 

At the AGM last year, Branch members were
in agreement that as 2014 would be the
100th anniversary of WW1, it would be
fitting to parade the Branch Standard at
the Cenotaph in the presence of Her Majesty
on Remembrance Sunday. As the Branch’s
current Standard was not fit for the
purpose, it was decided to raise funds to
purchase a replacement.  With donations

from Branch members and a grant
from Cornwall Council, sufficient funding
became available to complete the purchase.
The ceremony involved the laying up of the
old Standard in St Columb Church for ever
more, to honour the memory of those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the
service of their country.  The new Standard
was unveiled to the congregation and was
dedicated as a sign of our duty to our Queen
and Country and a symbol of the service
which the Royal British Legion is called upon
to render.

� In attendance at the ceremony was the
Lord Lieutenant, Colonel Edward Bolitho
OBE, the County President of the Royal
British Legion.  Also in attendance was
Cllr. Pat Harvey, representing Cornwall
Council and the Mayor of St Columb,
Paul Wills, representing the Town Council.

The service was conducted by Canon
Ed Pruen, priest in charge of St Columb
Parish, and the Reverend Andrew Turner
of St Columb RBL who performed the
dedication.  After the service, refreshments
were served in the Columba Centre where
a celebration cake was cut by the Branch
President, Squadron Leader Bill Stoneman
RAF Rtd.

Bonaer Care Home
Bonaer Care Home is a well established, family run, clean,

modern and comfortable nursing home located in the picturesque
seaside resort of Hayle, Cornwall. The home offers very high standards of care by friendly trained staff.

We aim to combine the finest professional care with luxury surroundings and excellent food.

For further information please give us a call or come and visit.

BONAER NURSING HOME, 17 Station Hill, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 4NG
CONTACT: Mr or Mrs Metalle Tel: 01736 752090

Excellent 24 Hour Nursing Care
���

Award Winning
Nursing Home

Photograph subject to copyright
www.majorimages.co.uk
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TIDEFORD & ST GERMANS

LEGION AND LOCAL SCHOOL LIAISON
� An Agreement of Affiliationwas signed in
June between Tideford and St Germans
Royal British Legion Branch and St Germans
Primary School.  This formalises the present
understanding of mutual support and
encouragement between the two
organisations within the community.
Head Teacher, Mrs Sarah Marshall (seated)
signed the form alongside Barry Roberts,
Chairman of the Branch together with the
School Secretary (not in picture) and
Michelle Auty, Branch Secretary (standing). 

Muriel Hocking, Branch President, said that
since it was the Centenary of the start of
World War I it seemed an appropriate time
for this to take place and she thought it
would prove to be a long and successful
affiliation.  A school learning pack was left
with the Head Teacher.

� In this Centenary year of the start of the First World
War, the Royal British Legion is running a National
campaign to encourage the planting of Flanders
Poppy seeds.  With this in mind the Branch Chairman
of Tideford and St Germans RBL organised Poppy
seed scattering in Tideford, the germination of  which
will remind us in the coming years of the sacrifices
made by so many during  WWI and all wars since.
Villagers and children braved the inclement weather
on 5 April to scatter Flanders Poppy seeds around the
War Memorials, along the verges and banks and in
the grounds of the Legion Club.

Top picture from L to R: Shanaugh Fleckney,
Esme Shropshall, Quinn Shropshall and Ryan May
scattering Flanders Poppy seeds around the War
Memorial in Tideford on which are recorded the
names of F. Pilling, R.C. Davies and R.C. Moyes who
fell in the first World War.

Bottom picture: RBL Branch Membership Secretary,
Sue Murch (left) was joined by Serving Lieutenant
Helen Shropshall RN who brought her two young
children Esme and Quinn to help scatter the seeds.
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� By the time you read this,
Tideford and St Germans will
have held a Commemorative
Day to mark the Centenary of
the start of World War I.

We researched the three
names of the men inscribed
on our War Memorial using
the information as the centre
of a display.  Local men
F Billing, R C Davies and
R C Moyes were from the
Cornwall Light Infantry and
are buried in Arras Cemetery,
France.

We also had on display the
WWI campaign medals; The
1914 Star, British War Medal
and Allied Victory Medal
affectionately known as Pip,
Squeak and Wilfred after the cartoon
strip in the Daily Mirror at the time.

Photographs, stories, pictures and a
number of items from the Great War
made an interesting and informative
exhibition set out in the Legion hall
bedecked with bunting.

A delicious afternoon tea was
served - all home made by the
ladies of Tideford - while the well
known musical director Phil Taylor
entertained us on the keyboard with
a musical programme of the era and
a sing-a-long of WWI songs.  A disco
by Branch members John and
Michelle was held in the evening
with great sound tracks.

� The Chairman thanks all those
who worked so hard to make it such
a successful day.

TIDEFORD & ST GERMANS - PIP, SQUEAK and WILFRED

Pictured left: Muriel Hocking’s Uncles Albert and Les Cutts -
both survived the war.  Albert (on the left) was Royal
Warwickshire Regiment, Uncle Les (on the right) was
Royal Engineers (Signals Company)

Pictured right: Malcom Hocking’s Great Uncle Herbert Wood
Battery Quarter Master Sergeant (BQMS) of the Royal Garrison
Artillery.  He also came back having served at the Somme.



WADEBRIDGE

� In February this year we held an event to thank all those who had collected for us
during the Poppy Appeal in November.  During the course of the evening our Chairman,
Barry Chalkley made several presentations.  As well as the presentations guests enjoyed
a quiz night followed by a buffet and some horse racing.

The Wadebridge Branch of the Royal British Legion are delighted to thank all those who
turn out and collect for the Poppy Appeal.  So far, this appeal has raised over £18,600 from
Wadebridge and the surrounding area.  This is down to both the hard work of those collectors
and the generosity of the people in our area.

It was a real fun evening enjoyed by all who attended and we hope to encourage others
to take part in collecting for the Poppy Appeal.

� We also used the evening to announce an event we were holding in conjunction with
Wadebridge Town Council commemorating the 100th anniversary of the start of WW1
and the 70th anniversary of D-Day.  The event was held on the 5 July this year on the
Egloshayle Playing Fields and incuded a town fete, military displays, military vehicles and
many other attractions.

Page 10 The Royal British Legion Cornwall Legion News

Pictured right: Barry Chalkley presenting the
Mike Smith Memorial Shield to Wadebridge
ATC Jack Humphries who raised the most
money for the Poppy Appeal out of the cadet
units in Wadebridge.  This shield is awarded
each year in memory of Mike Smith who was a
very popular and hard working member of the
Branch but who tragically died several years ago.

Pictured below right: Barry presenting Mrs Carol
Bray with a bar to her brooch, representing 45
years of collecting on behalf of the Poppy Appeal.

Pictured below: Barry presenting Mrs Mary
Margerrison with a brooch representing 25 years
of collecting on behalf of the Poppy Appeal.



WADEBRIDGE

� Jared Ely, a former communications
expert in the RAF, walked the Saint’s
Way across Cornwall from Fowey to
Padstow on 28 June 2014.  This is a
distance of some 30 miles and Jared
completed the walk in one day which is
a fantastic achievement.  He raised over
£600 for this year’s Poppy Appeal which
will be sent to the Royal British Legion
in due course.

Jared, who lives in Padstow, spent
much of his RAF Service in Berlin
during the Cold War.  This posting was
effectively behind the lines and Jared,
a fluent Russian speaker, undertook
vital defence communications work in
the city.

Jared said “I strongly believe in fundraising for the Royal British Legion who in turn support
so many Service personnel and their families both during their Service and afterwards.
I have also wanted to walk across Cornwall for some considerable time.  Armed Forces Day
this year provided the opportunity to undertake the walk whilst raising money for such
an important charity.”

Sqn Ldr Paul Tofi RAF(Ret’d), the RBL Wadebridge Press Officer commented “I am very
proud to count Jared as a good friend and this walk is no mean feat.  I know Jared has been
training for the walk for many weeks and I am delighted that he did it on Armed Forces Day
when we remember those currently serving and those who have served.  A superb effort
and the money raised will be well spent looking after our veterans and their families.”
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Jared at the end of his
triumphant walk!

The War Memorial
at Lanlivery
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ISLES OF SCILLY - POSSIBLE BRANCH RE-FORMATION

� Having closed the Isles of Scilly Branch back in 1993, due to lack of members,
there is now a glimmer of hope that it may be re-formed.  One long standing
RBL member, Mr Edward Smith (Cornwall Branch), is keen to reinvigorate the
RBL Branch and has already begun sourcing new
recruits and spreading the word on the island.
Edward, who wears many hats on the island, has also
recently managed to secure RBL representation on the
Committee of the Armed Forces Covenant and played
an integral part of the team at the islands’ recent
Armed Forces Day held on 28 June.

Edward is keen to re-educate the Islanders about the
work of the Legion and indeed the benefits a Legion

Branch can bring to the community. 

� Should you or someone you
know be interested in assisting
Edward or indeed finding out more
about how you can be of
assistance, then please contact
Emma Stevenson at:
estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk
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� The St Breward History Group recently opened the doors of the War Memorial Hall to
provide opportunity to witness the fine display of memorabilia and historical information
at their WW1 Commemorative Exhibition.

The opening was an
immense successwith
attendance in plenty
from Legion Branches
and representative
Standard Bearers.
The Exhibition will
remain open for 73
days in total – the last
day being Monday 29
September.

Since the opening,
footfall to the exhibi-
tion has been good
and the group are
planning a small event
for Sunday 3 August -
a Commemoration Day.  This will take the form of a peal of bells at 1.45pm and a short
service at the War Memorial on Mine Hill (near the Parish Church) at 2.00pm.

Following it will be onto the nearby Village Hall where The Living History Group from
Launceston will have been camped in the Village Hall grounds overnight with their old bell
tents, bicycles and equipment from the Great War period.  The men will be dressed in the
uniform of the DCLI of the day and will hope to answer everyone’s questions about how the
soldiers lived.  Cream Teas will be provided and donations would be welcomed in support
of the Poppy Appeal.

St Breward would like to thank all members of the Royal British Legion and other Ex-Service
Associations that either attended the opening ceremony of the exhibition or sent

good wishes for the event. The presence
and support led to a truly amazing day
and, it is hoped, was seen as a fitting
tribute to those who went to war nearly
100 years ago.

� Whilst providing a glance into history
of WW1, the group are also hoping to raise
funds for the Poppy Appeal and thanks
to the kind donations from the public the
running total amounts to £234.

St Breward WW1 Commemorative Exhibition
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News from County Office
LEGION LAUNCHES ‘POP IN’ CENTRE IN PLYMOUTH

� Military personnel, civic
dignitaries and local beneficiaries
gathered in Plymouth for the
launch of The Royal British
Legion’s new public ‘Pop In’
Advice and Information Centre in
the heart of the city centre. 

Based on Armada Way, it is the
second of 16 brand new centres
that the Legion will open in major
cities across the UK, as part of its
biggest ever transformation to
bring its work closer to the Armed
Forces community. Each centre
will offer a welcoming space for Service
personnel and veterans to get practical help
and advice, and for members of the public
to find out more about the wide range of
services and community activities provided
by the Legion. The Legion has also made
office space available to partner charities
Combat Stress and Regular Forces
Employment Association. Through this
collaborative approach the aim is to provide
a more seamless beneficiary service.

The Legion has also announced a new
national Freephone helpline number,
0808 802 8080, which will allow people to get
help and support from a trained adviser over
the phone, as well as the launch of a new
online information service via its website.

� The centre in Plymouth was officially
opened by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant’s
of Devon and Cornwall, Sir Eric Dancer
KCVO CBE JP and Colonel Edward Bolitho
OBE, who were invited to cut the ribbon by
the Legion’s National Vice Chairman Terry
Whittles. Following the opening, guests
were invited to explore the new Advice and
Information Centre and meet with current
and former Service personnel, Legion
beneficiaries, members and volunteers.

Sir Eric Dancer, Lord Lieutenant of
Devon said “Devon and Cornwall boast
a strong Service tradition and with
a large veteran community, there is
a clear demand for the Legion’s
services.

“The local team are already making a
real impact on the lives of Armed
Forces families in this area, providing
support to nearly 1000 beneficiaries in
the last year alone. The new ‘pop in’
centre in Plymouth will make the
Legion yet more accessible to the
Service community and allow the
charity to reach out to more members
of the Armed Forces, past and present,
in need. 

“The range of practical advice and
support available through this new
facility is extremely impressive and will
make a real difference to the local
community.”

Pictured: Steve Lewis, County Chairman
Cornwall, Sir Eric Dancer LLt Devon,
Col Edward Bolitho LLt Cornwall and
Kevin Jeffery, County Vice-Chairman Devon.
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Legion Publications

� Any Branch requiring publication material
(leaflets about the Legion/Membership
forms) can obtain them direct from
Aylesford by emailing:-
poppymembership@britishlegion.org.uk  

When contacting, you should ensure the
following is quoted: Branch code, Branch
name, name of contact, position held on
Branch and the literature required.
Regretfully, due to limited storage and/or
stock, the County Office is unable to supply
Legion literature to Branches.

Events – Master List

� With the commemorations commencing
this year, the County would welcome details
of events that the Branches are scheduling
to hold, not only to assist with advertising
but to also ensure there is no duplication.

From your returns the CS will collate a
spreadsheet calendar that will be viewed on
the County website.  Please send any
details to estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk

Use of Legion Logo –
external organisation/individual

� New procedures have recently been
implemented to safeguard the Legion logo
when utilised by external agencies in
particular, when either fundraising for the
Legion or wishing to embark on corporate
partnership. Branches/members are advised
that should any external organisation and/or
individual wish to utilise the logo then they
must direct them to either the CS or CFR,
who will commence the registration process
and ensure the correct logo is provided
i.e. ‘in support of’.

URGENT – Volunteering for
The Royal British Legion

� The Introduction to Volunteering booklet
has been finalised and is available to

view at the Legion website.  Individuals
are actively sought to take on Legion
volunteering roles, in particular the
Case Worker role which entails visiting
prospective and current beneficiaries in
their own homes, conducting informal
interviews and assessments.

Should anyone wish to know more about
volunteering opportunities or to request
an application pack then please contact
Emma Stevenson (CS) on:
estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk
or Sue Archard (AITL) on:
sarchard@britishlegion.org.uk

Festival of Remembrance – Albert Hall
Saturday 8 November 2014

� Members wishing to attend the
evening performance of the Festival of
Remembrance to be held at the Royal Albert
Hall on Saturday 8 November 2014 are
kindly reminded that they should apply
direct to their Branch Secretary.  It must
be emphasised that Branches have an
allocation of four tickets; therefore
individuals who have not attended the
performance before must be given priority.
All applications for tickets should be
submitted to the County Secretary by
30 July 2014.  Please do remember that
submission of an application does not
guarantee a ticket.  Branches will be
contacted during August to advise of
successful applicants and call for payment.

Branch Accounts Financial Year 13/14

� Branches are reminded that the field
financial year (FY) ended on 30 June 2014.
Branch Treasurers are advised that Branch
Accounts should be completed and sent
to the County Secretary, along with any
supporting documentation following the end
of the FY but prior to 30 September 2014.

News from County Office
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News from County Office
Royal British Legion Membership Fee
– 2014/15

� Members are advised that with effect
from 1 October 2014 the RBL Membership
fee will increase from £14 to £15 (not
inclusive of any additional Branch and/or
Club fee).  Should you have any questions
regarding Membership then please contact
Emma Stevenson, County Secretary, at
estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk.
Any member wishing to join the
Legion during the months of July/
August/September should be signed up for
the new Membership year, which should
result in payment of £15 and expiration of
October 2015.

Branch Transfers/Amendments

� Branches are reminded that Branch
transfers and changes to individuals’ RBL
membership cannot take effect during the
latter part of July and months of
August/September.  This is to allow the
renewal process to be initiated and cards to
be printed and sent direct to individuals or
Branches.

Recycle for The Royal British Legion

� The Legion has launched three new
recycling initiatives this summer to raise
essential funds through donated unwanted
goods.  From those clothes that never left
your drawer, to the phone that has been
replaced by a newer model to those
empty printer cartridges – all can be
turned into funds to assist our Armed
Forces Community.

Clothes for Charity – collects unwanted and
reusable good quality clothes, and turns
them into money for the Legion. To request
a bag or to find out more visit:
www.clothesforcharity.org.uk/britishlegion

The Recycling Factory – collects empty
inkjet and toner cartridges and mobile
phones. To donate visit:
www.therecyclingfactory.com/britishlegion

Recycling for good causes – collects all
unwanted jewellery, as well as old and
new foreign/UK bank notes.  They will
donate a minimum of £3 for the contents
of every successfully recycled envelope.
Should you wish to donate unwanted
jewellery/bank notes then please ‘wrap,
pack & send’ your items (no stamp needed)
to:
TRBL Recycling, Freepost, Licence
RTJA-UCXT-EKSR, Tamworth B77 4RP.

The Great Centenary Auction

� On 21 September, Auctioneers will hold
the first of four planned Great Centenary
Auctions to raise money for The Royal
British Legion.  Members and the public
are being asked to donate unwanted
items, specifically military memorabilia or
any small collectables from the 1920s to
the 1960s.
If you have any items you would like to
donate, email: auction@britishlegion.org.uk
asking for a code to send your parcel.
You will then receive an email reply from
the Legion with the code.   Ipostparcels.com,
part of UK Mail, is offering a 90% discount
to all those sending items to the auction and
the remaining 10% will be donated to the
Legion. Any donations should be sent to:
The Great Centenary Charity Auction,
c/o Raynham Hall, Norfolk NE21 7EP.

Membership listings - Branch and Club

� Branches and Clubs are kindly reminded
that should a Membership listing be
required throughout the course of the
year then a request should be sent to
Emma Stevenson (County Secretary) at
estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk.

To avoid any delay NO requests should be
sent to Membership Services direct.
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Baby Bassett Strikes Again!!

� We are delighted to be able to announce the exciting news that Vicki Bassett
(AIO) is expecting her 2nd child due sometime in November.  Having returned
from maternity leave Vicki took up her new role, which saw her working part
time and outreach.  Hopefully you will all join us by wishing Vicki congratulations
and indeed sincere best wishes as she ventures into parenthood once more!

July 2014
12 Liskeard Agricultural Show,

Liskeard RBL
19 Camborne Show,

North Cliffs Show Ground
26 Roscroggan Memorial Service,

Roscroggan, Camborne
31 RNAS Culdrose Air Day

August 2014
1 Commemoration Concert & BBQ,

Helston RBL – 7pm
3 Helston RBL WW1 Commemoration

Church Service, St Michaels Church,
Helston – 2.30pm

3 Liskeard RBL WW1 Centenary Event,
Westbourne Gardens – 2pm

4 Padstow RBL Memorial Service,
St Petrocs Church – 7.30pm
Camelford Lights Out,
Enfield Park – 8.15pm
Camborne Lights Out,
Camborne Parish Church – 10pm

9-10 Padstow WW1 Commemoration,
Memorial Hall – 10am to 4pm

15 Victory in Japan Day, Camborne

September 2014
6 HONOUR Concert,

Commemorate Centenary of WW1,
Truro Cathedral – 7pm

13 Liskeard RBL Poppy Ball,
Public Hall – 7.30pm

October 2014
3 The Vean Autumn Fair,

Caehays Estate – 11am to 7pm
(in aid of the RBL Poppy Appeal)

5 (TBC) Annual Standard Bearers Competition,
TA Centre, Truro – 12noon

24 Liskeard Poppy Launch/FOR,
St Martins Church – 7pm

25 Camborne Poppy Launch,
Camborne Town Square

TBC County PA Launch

November 2014
2 Dedication of Field of Remembrance,

Webbs House, Liskeard – 2pm
8 Festival of Remembrance,

Albert Hall
9 Carbis Bay Festival of Remembrance

Dates for the diary
(please visit www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/cornwall for current events list)

On behalf of the County Chairman and Committee please accept our sincere thanks
for the following very kind donations made to either the Welfare Fund (WF),

Poppy Appeal (PA) or General Fund (GF):

Donations Received

Looe Branch £500 WF
Pelynt & Lanreath £200 WF

Funeral - Mrs Weldon £119.25 WF
Mr I Inskip £35 WF

News from County Office
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RNAS Culdrose Open Day
18 June 2014

� Cornwall County was provided with the
opportunity to attend the RNAS Culdrose Open Day,
held annually to aid Service leavers with their
transition to civilian life.

Representatives of the Legion, Emma Stevenson,
Annie Binding and Vicki Bassettwere in attendance
to offer advice to a number of visitors focussing on
the Legion services, in particular Armed Forces
Compensation Scheme and War Pensions and
interest in joining the Legion Membership.

Further opportunities developed during the day with links being made with Cdr Seaking and the
Base Warrant Officer, who wished to enquire about the Legion conducting base presentations.

Pictured: Emma Stevenson, County Secretary and Annie Binding, Community Fundraiser.

GROUP System
BE A GROUPIE!

� The Group system works really well in East
Cornwall.  Exchange of information, cross
Branch discussion and social interaction is
the name of the game.  ECG gets together on
a quarterly basis.  Mandy Fleckney is our
group representative while the meetings are
chaired by a member of the host Branch.  For
East Cornwall the venues rotate around
Liskeard, Pelynt, Torpoint and Tideford and St
Germans. Six or Seven Branches are
normally represented and those attending
bring a plate of food so everyone can enjoy
a grand buffet and chat afterwards.

Branches present short reports of past and
future activities which usually attract some
humorous banter from the audience and
enable a list of dates of local events to be
collated so mutual support can be given.
Everyone contributes with general snippets
of information and lively discussion usually
ensues with regard to current issues. 

Commander Jane Allen (centre of picture)
was invited to speak at the last meeting.
She shared her experiences with us of her
mobilisation as a Reservist to Afghanistan.
She had put together an eclectic choice of
slides and her description of the difficult
conditions, the problems she had to
overcome and the dangers she faced were
compelling.  Her professional delivery and
breadth of knowledge of the political
background kept the audience of over 30
enthralled and encouraged us to look at the
conflict from a different angle.  

� Is your Group as pro-active as East
Cornwall?  We have a lot of fun!
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� A couple due to get married
questioned how they could incorporate
their support for two specific charities
that were close to their hearts
within their wedding ceremony.
Having thought about it they were
both in agreement that whilst they
could support the charities by making
purchases of merchandise, they
thought they would go one better and
raise awareness of their charities
by purchasing favours for all their
guests to wear; highlighting both the
Royal British Legion and Clic Sargent.

� Becky and Oli Simpson, who married on 7 April 2014, kindly donated £60 to TRBL
and became our voice in the community, even on their special day!  We wish them
sincere congratulations and best wishes for the future.

Fundraising Champions
Wedding Bells
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Royal Cornwall Show 2014
� Once again the RBL Cornwall crew took advantage of their great relations with the Armed Forces
Community, in particular RAF St Mawgan, and with the support of Sgt Scottmanaged to remain located
within the RAF St Mawgan enclosure; it is hoped that this will now remain a permanent fixture.

This year we also saw the welcome addition of a Paint Ball Range, organised by Sgt Scott and his
team of merry men! With a £1 donation and the opportunity to win prizes, there is no doubt that
along with the static Red Arrow Hawk, the paintball range was definitely a crowd puller and allowed
the team to do what they do best - interact and raise awareness with the great number of public
passing by.

Additionally, we welcomed Ellie (Wild Works) who is a member of the team organising the event
‘100: the day our world changed’. The Legion offered the opportunity for Ellie to advertise the
event and ask passers-by to contribute messages for the ‘Field of Loss’.  Details can be found at
www.wildworks.biz/projects/one-hundred-the-day-our-world-changed. 

We were also fortunate to be able to promote the paintings of Lt Col Stewart Hill (Ret’d).  Stewart,
who suffered a traumatic brain injury during his second tour to Afghanistan, started painting as a
form of rehabilitation.  In May 2013 he decided to spend more time learning his art.  He recently
won a Templer Award funded by the National Army Museum Development Trust and administered
by the Army Art Society.  Amongst other things, Stewart has recently finished touring with ‘Bravo
22 Company’ who recently performed at Hall for Cornwall, Truro.  To witness and indeed purchase
Stewart’s artwork, please visit his website www.stewarthill.co.uk 

� Historically, the RCS has never been without
problems and this year was no different. Whilst we
were blessed with the sunshine, regretfully the
winds came with great vengeance and in the early
hours of Friday morning the marquee was ripped
from the ground, blown over another marquee and
landed with a crash in front of the Pirate FM stand.
Thankfully, with a last minute call for help via Pirate
FM, Sgt Scott and his team came up trumps again
and got the RBL stand up and running again with
the loan of a military tent – sadly the Legion
marquee had seen its last RCS show!

Despite the equipment issues, it was another
resounding success providing the Legion a brilliant
platform to: raise awareness of our services,
highlight volunteering opportunities, promote both
Armed Forces and Youth engagement and provide
an area for great camaraderie.  

As always, there are people to thank; and this year
it must go to Cornwall’s Crealy Adventure Park for
donating entry tickets and Bike Chain Ricci,
Redruth, for donating two children’s bike helmets;
both of which were prizes for the paint ball range.
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Royal Cornwall Show 2014
� Finally and by no means least, thanks are expressed to the
Station Commander of RAF St Mawgan for approving our
location within the RAF enclosure and no doubt heightening our
presence, Sgt Scott and his team for organising the Legion
attendance and running with the paintball range and to all the
staff and volunteers who gave up their valuable time to help
support the Legion over the three days.

Should anyone wish to volunteer for the Legion at the RCS 2015
(be they a member or not) then please do contact Emma
Stevenson at estevenson@britishlegion.org.uk

� Flaming June…? The first week of June
saw myself and our lovely County Secretary
Emma ON FIRE!!

The saying  ‘No rest for the wicked…’ certainly
came to mind for myself and the CS during
that week and goodness me, we must have
been very naughty somewhere along the line!!
Not only did the Royal Cornwall Show, with all
it’s problems and permutations come to town
(which we both attended), but also the Bravo
22 Theatre Company brought their fabulous
show ‘The Two Worlds of Charlie F’ to the Hall
for Cornwall for six nights and three matinee
performances.  

This project was paid for by the Royal British
Legion in partnership with the Theatre Royal
Haymarket and shows the other side of
injury through conflict. A very touching,
thought  provoking and enlightening piece of
theatre.  The company had toured their show
with their penultimate City being Truro.  Both
Emma and I attended the theatre each night to

not only ‘spread the legion gospel’, but also to
support the company; make in-roads with the
Hall for Cornwall Team and fundraise for the
Poppy Appeal!

During that week we both clocked up more than
80 hours each – but the job needed doing and
someone had to do it!  We managed (between
us) to make some great new contacts but also
raised £1,072. 32 from bucket collections.  On a
couple of evenings we were assisted by
Serving Personnel and we would like to
extend many thanks for their attendance which
made all the difference to the collections.

� Whilst the hours were long and the week was
tough, it has to be said that a good time was
had by all.  What with the funds raised at the
HFC added to the £1,019.74 raised by Sgt Scott
and his team at the RCS, we raised just over
£2,500 in that one week!   

Annie Binding
Community Fundraiser

Bravo 22 Company
Two Worlds of  Charlie F

Pictured opposite page: (top) RBL presence at the show, (bottom) Emma
Stevenson (County Secretary) and Ian Woodhead (Poppy Calls) pictured
beside Lt Col Stewart Hill’s ‘work in progress’ painting.

Left: Ellie (Wild Works) promoting ‘100: the day our world changed’.



� This year saw Armed Forces Day hosted
within the surroundings of Heartlands, Pool,
on Saturday 21 June 2014.

Once again the RBL representation was given
a prominent spot surrounded by our Armed
Forces representation and close to the main
stage area, allowing us to witness the muster
of Standards, Veterans and Cadets and a
number of Afghanistan campaign medals
presented to Serving personnel from RAF St
Mawgan and RNAS Culdrose.

Amongst the awards presented was a Legion
Gold Badge, awarded to Group Capt Simon
Coy OBE.   Simon was awarded the badge by
The Royal British Legion for his unstinting
support to Cornwall RBL whilst holding the
post of County President, Cornwall RBL.

Throughout the day spectators (6500 in
number) were provided to a full programme
of entertainment with music performed by
HMS Seahawk Volunteer Band, tunes from
the Wartime Singers based in Redruth and the

‘CuldRoses’ (military wives choir).  Those in
attendance, however, were probably more
grateful that the sun shone and allowed for the
spectacular finale - a fly past from a Spitfire!

� TRBL were immensely proud to have played
a part in another fun filled day for all the family
but most importantly to show our support to
the Armed Forces community and their
families.  Thanks are expressed to all those
who assisted, in particular Ian Inskip for acting
as liaison and the RBL Riders Branch, Ian
Woodhead, Amy Kemp and Jackie Stevens for
their tremendous efforts on the day.

Armed Forces Day 2014
Heartlands, Pool

Pictured top: (left) Group Capt Simon Coy and Emma
Stevenson (County Secretary). Having been presented
his Gold Badge he approached Emma to officially pin
it on!; (right) Rear Admiral Sir Woodard RN and
Jonathan Stevens (County Parade Marshal) inspecting
the Standards;

Pictured bottom: (left) Standards on procession;
(right) RBL representation – Amy Kemp (volunteer)
Emma Stevenson (County Secretary) hard at work again!
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� On Tuesday 10 June the Legion were invited
to attend The D-Day International Trade Event,
commemorating the 70th anniversary of
D-Day at Hayle Community School. 

The day was an opportunity for the
students of Hayle Community School to
both remember and to celebrate the bravery
and achievement of our Armed Forces and
to understand business and enterprise and
how it works.  Students were tasked with
various challenges over the course of the
day - all with a D-Day theme - including
coming up with a team name and banner,
designing their merchandise and trade stand
and creating dishes based on traditional
French and English cuisine. 

After the arrival of their judges, including
the Royal British Legion’s representative,

Mr Alan Conquest
MBE, each group
of students made
a final pitch to
the panel of
judges, with bonus
points for speaking
French! A moving part of the day was
the opening and reading of the students
‘letters to a veteran’ praising their courage
and skills, many of which were emotional
and heartfelt thanks.  The winner was voted
on by the judges as the team that most
embodied the D-Day and enterprise theme,
with the most consistent branding, confident
pitch and best tasting food! 

� Enterprise and Skills would like to thank
the Royal British Legion for their support
with the D-Day International Trade Event.

D-Day Inernational Trade Event
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It is with great sadness that the RBL Cornwall announces the deaths
of the following Royal British Legion members:

We will remember them

� Mr D Smith and Mr K Lyle
both of Bodmin Branch

� Mr J Mitchell of Camborne Branch
� Mr A Pooley of Delabole Branch
� Mr E Wear Life Member
of Helston Branch

� Mrs R Willey of Helston Branch
� Mr R Davey of Launceston Branch
� Mr R Coslett and Mr R Harding
both of Mousehole Branch

� Mr D Thirkell of St Columb Branch

� Mr R Blackwell of St Just Branch

� Mr M Langdon and Mr A Barker
both of Tywardreath Branch

� Mr R Knight past Branch President
of Wadebridge Branch

Our sincere condolences go to
all their families and friends.




