
Ian Fisher W02, 1971 - 2013  
Elm Park Branch have organised a Parade in 
memory of Ian Fisher WO2, who served in The 3rd 
Battalion, the Mercian Regiment and was sadly 
killed in action while on patrol,on  5 November 
last year in Helmand province.  He is the 446th 
UK service member to die in Afghanistan since 
operations began in October 2001.  Standard 

Bearers are requested to attend and form up at 
11.00am.  All are welcome to show their 
respects on Sunday 22 June, meeting at 
11.15am at Elm Park RBL, 35a Maylands Ave, Elm 
Park, Hornchurch, Essex RM12 5BB, then on to St 
Nicholas Church for a Remembrance service 
organised by his family and the RBL.  Ian was 
born on 6 October 1971 in Barking, Essex and 
grew up in Elm Park, Hornchurch, Essex.  He 
attended Ayloff Primary School, Sanders Draper 
School and Havering Technical College.   

 
 

The Royal British Legion is calling on members of 
the public to donate items of military 
memorabilia for an auction to mark the 
centenary of the First World War. 

Renowned military auctioneers, James & Sons, 
will host a series of auctions throughout the 
Centenary period and aim to raise £1 million for 
the Legion.  The first auction will take place on 
21 September at Raynham Hall, Norfolk. 

Items from all conflicts, not just the First World 
War, can be donated.  Full details online:- 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/
ww1-centenary/the-great-centenary-charity-
auction?.  Uniforms, medals, postcards as well as 
any other military memorabilia will all be 
accepted and auctioned to raise funds in support 
of the Legion's welfare work, specifically the 
research conducted at The Centre for Blast 
Injury Studies at Imperial College London.  The 
Centre opened in December 2011 and is the first 
collaboration of its kind in the UK where civilian 
engineers and scientists work alongside military 
doctors, supported by charitable funding from 
The Royal British Legion, to reduce the effects 
of roadside bombs and Improvised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs).  
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New Application Forms  
From 1 January 
2015 the RBL will 
only be accepting 
these new 
application 
forms. 

These are 
stocked at 
Aylesford.  Please 
order your new 
forms as soon as 
possible, as downloads are not available and you 
will need to have hard copies available for new 
applicants.   When ordering, state your name, 
Branch name, BR number and delivery address.  
Maximum of 50 per branch. 

 Email: - 
PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk 

 Direct Line: 01622 795801.  

 Postal requests to RBL Village, Aylesford, 
Kent, ME20 7NX 

The previous form (the black and white A4 
MS4/12), will be accepted until 31 December 
2014 - ONLY.  
Destroy all versions of the old MS4/12 form once 
you have the new version to hand, as these will 
be processed until 31 December 2014. 

Armed Forces Day, Saturday 28 June 

See the National Website, 
http://www.armedforcesday.org.uk/  EVENTS 
LISTING, for what’s going on all around the 
country in support of Armed Forces Day.   

AFD - Enfield Parade, Sunday 29 June 

Enfield Branch, Holtwhites Hill EN2 0RX is 
celebrating Armed Forces Day with a Parade on 
Sunday 29 June 2014 at 11.00am.  It will march 
off via Enfield War Memorial to Enfield Civic 
Centre where around noon the Armed Forces 
Flag is raised.  The Mayor of Enfield will present 
an award to two cadets.  Following this the 
Parade will return to TRBL at Holtwhites Hill, 
where a buffet will be available.  Standard 
Bearers are requested to join the Parade and 
everyone is welcome to join the celebration.   

For those wishing to join the Parade and 
celebration, please contact the Branch 
Chairman, Brendon Farrell Tel 01992 632632678. 

Arctic Star Medal Presentation for 
Leslie Claydon 

The new contact centre picks up a huge variety 
of calls not just from our beneficiaries but 
queries from the general public wanting Legion 
representation at various functions and events 
that they or their communities have organised.  
The Legion is held in high esteem and the public 
turns to TRBL as the stalwart organisation for 
dignified occasions such as these.   

With local press often reporting on these 
newsworthy events, it is an opportunity to raise 
public awareness of the Legion and make events 
such as these, less than ordinary.   

In the case of Leslie Claydon, whose daughter 
had fought the Ministry of Defence (MOD) to 
have him awarded the Arctic Medal, she called 
upon the Legion to attend a presentation 
ceremony to make this a very special day for 
Leslie.  Mr Claydon received the coveted Arctic 
Star for his services in the freezing Arctic. Not 
only did Leslie Claydon, 95, survive attacks from 
Nazi forces, he managed to outlive the 
administrative error by the MOD which had 
classed him as deceased.  In a ceremony at 
Abbcross Nursing Home in Brentwood Road, 
Romford, on Tuesday 4 March 2014 - 11 months 
after it was first awarded to others – Leslie was 
presented his medal.  His daughter provided us 
with a little of his service as follows:- 

“He was a 'ordinary' seaman who served for the 
length of the war - on minesweepers which 
escorted the convoys to the arctic. He was 
promoted as the war progressed.  He was 21 
when he signed up. He wanted to join the air-
force as a rear gunner (thankfully he didn't meet 
their requirements - too short?).   His ship for 
some period was the corvette, the Speedwell. 
He also was present at the D Day landings - 
where he saw the US troops drowning because 
their landing craft was too far from the shore - 
he was upset that they couldn't go to help them.  
His one story - which he told to my brother, was 
of sitting on deck reading a book when a missile 

mailto:PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.armedforcesday.org.uk/
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went through the deck near to where he was 
sitting. He saw other ships go down - but hasn't 
spoken of this really. He was stationed for some 
time in Belfast, and my mother moved there to 
work so that she could join him. 
I suppose it isn't that strange that we know so 
little - I think few people talked about their war 
experience.” 

Thoughtful Gesture by talented WS 
Member 

 
Bishop Michael Ward – Chaplin to the Greater London 

District  

Mrs Jean Hill, an avid fundraiser for the RBL and 
a member of the RBL Women’s Section, kindly 
made and gave to the Greater London District 
Chaplin, the Rt. Revd. Michael Ward the 
beautifully embroidered Poppy Stole, seen in the 
photo above worn at the Enthronement of the 
new Archbishop, at the Pro-Cathedral and Priory 
Church of St. Thomas the Apostle, in Rugeley, on 
Saturday 3 May.   

On 9 - 12 May, Bishop Michael visited Normandy, 
with Members of the RBL and the Hampshire Fire 
Service.  Some of them had lost loved ones, and 
wished to pay homage to those who had given 
their lives in service of King and country.  They 
visited the British Cemetery at Banneville-la-
Campagne, the Commonwealth Cemetery, and 
the American Cemetery, as well as Pegasus 
Bridge, and museums at Merville, Ste-Mere-Eglise 
(famous for the film 'The Longest Day'). 

Remembrance and Rededication Services were 
conducted by Bishop Michael and The Rt. Revd. 
Richard Palmer (the Chaplain of the Eastleigh 
Branch RBL) at the cemeteries, during which 
Wreathes were laid.  

The visit for many was very emotional.  It deeply 
affected Bishop Michael, as it dawned on him, 
the ages of many who had been killed, 17; 18; 
and 19.  The thing that hit home hardest was 
that many gravestones had inscribed on them, 
‘Known only to God’ as they were unable to 
identify the deceased by papers or uniform.  
'Known only to God’, the sublime epitaph of 
those resting there, ‘In foreign land, and 
beneath our gaze, rises from oblivion's haze.' 

Their trip finished up by travelling through 
Arromanches, with its remains of the Mulberry 
Harbour, to the Musee Du Debarquement, and on 
to Omaha and Utah beaches.  The whole trip was 
a reminder as to why we commit to saying the 
Exhortation and finishing with "WE WILL 
REMEMBER THEM."   

Freephone Business Cards 
The London 
Area Office 
has a limited 
amount in 
stock of 
these handy 
business 
cards.   

For branches 
that see 
these as a useful aid in their RBL duties when in 
contact with our beneficiaries, visitors or 
members; to promote RBL welfare services, 
please email: sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk 
stating branch name and that you would like to 
be sent some ‘Contact Centre Business Cards’. 

Fundraising - It’s so appealing 
The Poppy Appeal national income is currently at 
just under £36 million.  The Fundraising Team is 
feeling very optimistic with the Poppy Appeal 
income steadily increasing for London and is 
0.79% ahead of where the Appeal was at this 
time last year.  Income in the London area as at 
the start of May 2014 is as follows:- 

London total   £4,008,396 

 North East London  £1,220,159 

 North West London £861,570 

 South East London  £618,968 

 South West London £1,196,417 

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
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London Fundraising’s new office  

From 1 June the Fundraising Team will relocate 
from Alpha House on Borough High Street to the 
new location in Juxon House opposite St. Paul’s 
Cathedral.  This base will be all year round for 
the next two years.  The new office has capacity 
to operate during the demanding Poppy Appeal 
period, avoiding any operational disruptions as in 
previous years.  Situated in the heart of the City 
of London, the office is easily accessible by 
public transport for everyone.  All volunteers 
and supporters are welcome.  Please drop by and 
see the Team!  The address of the new office is: 

Juxon House, 2nd Floor,  
100 St. Paul's Churchyard, London, EC4M 8BU  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marketing of ‘All Year Round’ tins 

Analysis and contacting of the most lucrative 
locations to host an ‘All Year Round’ tin are 
being carried out.  As well as sustained support 
from the ‘Coal Hole’ and the ‘White Swan’ 
public houses which have continued to bring in 
high income; a number of new businesses have 
agreed to host a tin this year. However, the FR 
Team are always keen to hear of new locations 
that may be interested in hosting an ‘All Year 
Round’ tin. In addition, there is also a trial for 
the ‘All Year Round’ tins complete with four new 
styles of enamel pins.  If you would like to place 
this type of tin in a location in South East 
London, please contact Charlotte Thomson, Tel: 
07500 126548, email: 

CThompson@britishlegion.org.uk  

Honour Events and Poppy Picnics 

With the launch of the Honour Events and Poppy 
Picnics initiatives, we are very keen to see 
several springing up across the London area.  If 
you would like to organise either, please get in 
touch with your local Community Fundraiser.  

As for Central London, the first Central London 
Honour walk is planned for the 29 June 2014.  
Tying in with the Centenary year, the walk is 
based upon key monuments, and will take 
walkers on a 3.5 mile circular walk in 
Westminster and the Royal Parks.  There is a £10 
registration fee which includes a T-shirt, dated 
enamel pin and light refreshments.  Please 
contact Hannah Machin directly for more 
information on taking part at 
HMachin@britishlegion.org.uk .  

The Two Worlds of Charlie F in London 

The ‘Two Worlds of Charlie F’ is a play portrayed 
through a soldier’s view and performed by real 
ex-service men and women.  It explores the 
effects of injury and its impact on others.  The 
production was hosted in the Churchill Theatre 
in Bromley with collections by local volunteers 
raising a fantastic £1,690 over the week for the 
Poppy Appeal while over £2,000 was collected at 
the Richmond Theatre during the week it showed 
there.  For London, the show was undoubtedly a 
huge success. 

Poppy Quilt Project 

The Hayes 
School in 
Bromley is 
crafting a 
Poppy quilt 
supporting 
the Royal 
British Legion.  
Local and 
international schools, as well as members of the 
community have each contributed a square to 
the quilt which will be displayed at Hayes Village 
Hall 7 - 9 November then moved to Hayes School 
10 - 14 November.  

Poppy Appeal Organiser Vacancies 

There are currently a number of Poppy Appeal 
Organiser gaps across London.  If you, or anyone 
you know, would be interested in becoming a 
Poppy Appeal Organiser for these areas, or a 
Deputy Poppy Appeal Organiser for these areas 
and more, please do get in touch with the local 
Community Fundraiser.  The gaps are: 

South East London:  

 Beckenham,  

 Bellingham  

 Lewisham 
South West London:  

Hampton 

mailto:CThompson@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:HMachin@britishlegion.org.uk
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London Fundraising Team Contacts 
Community Fundraising Manager London & South 
East  

Graham Ferris 07901 110836, 

GFerris@britishlegion.org.uk 

Community Fundraiser North East London 

Sharon Bonner 07919 393759, 

SBonner@britishlegion.org.uk  

Community Fundraiser North West London 

Deborah Armantrading 07500 918682, 

DArmantrading@britishlegion.org.uk 

Community Fundraiser South East London 

Charlotte Thompson 07500 126548, 

CThompson@britishlegion.org.uk  

Community Fundraiser South West London 

Natalie Sjosvard 07776227405 

NSjosvard@britishlegion.org.uk  

Community Fundraiser Central London 

Hannah Machin 07551 138420, 

HMachin@britishlegion.org.uk  

London Poppy Day Co-ordinator 

Juliet Armitage 07967 999031, 

JArmitage@britishlegion.org.uk 

Administrative Assistant London & South East 

Natthaphon Phatara 07833 083539, 

NPhatara@britishlegion.org.uk  

Poppy Appeal Awards 

Barkingside Poppy Appeal Awards 

 
Ovals, Top: Ashley Kissin, Middle: Leslie Bowers, Bottom: 
Pauline Coombes  
Floor, L-R: Ron Batchelor, Brian Hargrave, John Bowers, 
John Coombes, Branch Chairman 

At the Barkingside Branch AGM on November 25 
the past GLD Chairman, Brian Hargrave, 
presented long service awards for the Poppy 
Appeal to Mr Ron Batchelor and Mrs Pauline 
Coombes for 10 Year Certificates and Mrs Leslie 

Bowers and Mr Ashley Kissin for 5 Year 
certificates.  Without such dedication, the 
Legion would not be the fantastic organisation it 
is.  A big thank you and congratulations to Ron, 
Pauline, Leslie, Ashley and all the volunteers 
who work so hard for the Poppy Appeal. 

Awards 

The Legion has various Poppy Appeal awards that 
sit aside from the National Meritorious awards as 
follows:- 

1.  Those who work for the Poppy Appeal as 
volunteers become eligible for awards from the 
Appeal on a time basis. 

2. Corporate organisations, schools and 
other groups that show consistent support for 
the Appeal over a number of years will also 

qualify to receive a Certificate of Appreciation. 

The criteria for qualifying for awards are: 

 a. After 5 years: Certificate of Appreciation. 

 b. After 10 years: Certificate of Appreciation. 

 c. After 15 years: Brooch or Tie Tack. 

 d. After 20 years: Badge. 

 e. After 25 years:‘For Merit’ Badge. 

 f. After 30 years: Long Service Medal/Brooch. 

 g. After 35-65 years: Bars to LSM/Brooch. 
 

If you would like to nominate anyone for these 
awards please contact your CFR or the District 
Secretary for relevant forms.  

London Marathon 
£120,000 is the expected total raised by runners 
in support of The Legion.   

Leah Harris (below), Head of Direct Marketing 
and Legacies for the Legion, who ran the 
Marathon in an impressive 3 hours and 42 
minutes said: “I was elated to see some lovely 
Legion colleagues and supporters at 14, 22 and 
24 miles - it made such a massive difference 
seeing smiley, familiar faces and encouraging 
banners….”

 
“I am really touched by everyone who wished me 
well, sponsored me, and supported me.  So far 

mailto:GFerris@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:SBonner@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:DArmantrading@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:CThompson@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:NSjosvard@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:HMachin@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:JArmitage@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:NPhatara@britishlegion.org.uk
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I’ve raised £1,947.97 for the Legion so a huge 
thank you to everyone who has been so very 
generous.”  Well done to them all!  

London Poppy Day (LPD) 
Thursday 30 October will see our much-loved 
serving personnel representing the Royal Navy, 
Army, RAF and Marines, volunteering to fund-
raise for the Poppy Appeal - in a one day street 
collection extravaganza – at the heart of this 
City.  Each year LPD has grown, with celebrities 
such as Barbara Winsor; Strictly Come Dancing 
stars, Darcy Bussell,  

 
Navy collecting at Monument 

 

Sophie Ellis Bextor, Anton du Beke; Hairy Biker, 
Dave Myers and more, all showing their support 
for the most well known street collection that is 
devotedly entrenched in our British charitable 
institution.  

 
Darcy joins forces with Army personnel at Covent Garden 

Dog Racing Fundraiser –  
13 September 2014 
A welcome resurrection of a traditional 
fundraising fixture is set for September.  Why 
not have a fun day out and network informally 
with Members, new and old.  There are 14 races, 
which can be given names as nominated by the 
RBL and each dog is to be sponsored for £10.  
The money raised by this event is in aid of the 
Poppy Appeal and the Greater London District 
(50% distribution to each).  Sponsors need to 
send their payment and suggested Race names in 
before August, so the Racetrack is able to 
produce and print the programme reflecting the 
RBL’s input.  How about naming races with a 
military or Commemorative theme. This is great 
publicity for the Legion with all punters having 
the programme details to hand.  

 
The Award Winners’ presentation is to be held at 
the end of the event. 

This is a family event not to be missed! 

Please contact Bryan Binning on 0208 578 0260 
for more information or send your form with 
cheque payment to the Deputy District Treasurer 
Ray Harris. 

So book your dog before the end of July.  All 
branches were sent the flyer with full details of 
the event – also download available from the 
web:- 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3845
256/Romford-Dog-Racing-FLYER-September-
2014.pdf 

DATE: 13 September 

TIME:  10:00 am to 1:30 pm.  

VENUE: Coral Romford Greyhound Stadium 
London Road Romford Essex  
RM7 9DU 

Free parking available 

Free Entry and a Race Card 

******* 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3845256/Romford-Dog-Racing-FLYER-September-2014.pdf
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3845256/Romford-Dog-Racing-FLYER-September-2014.pdf
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3845256/Romford-Dog-Racing-FLYER-September-2014.pdf
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War Memorial Trust 
http://www.warmemorials.org/ 

War Memorials Trust works for the protection 
and conservation of war memorials in the UK. 
They provide advice and information to anyone 
as well as running grant schemes for the repair 
and conservation of war memorials.  The website 
provides a range of resources to help you 
discover more about war memorials and their 
preservation. The Buckhurst Hill Branch was 
successful in obtaining a grant from the War 
Memorial Trust for the repair of the St Stephen’s 
memorial, the oldest in their area. If you would 
like to discuss a conservation project for a war 
memorial  
email: conservation@warmemorials.org 

Protect your War Memorial 

Contact English Heritage to formally list a 
memorial, to give it statutory protection.  The 
application process can be found at:-
http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process
/online-application-form/ .   

National Dates 
The UK Government will be observing six 
national and international events to 
commemorate the Centenary.   

4 August 2014 National and international 
services in London, Cardiff, Glasgow, Belfast and 
at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission St 
Symphorien Cemetery in Belgium to mark the 
100th anniversary of Britain declaring war on 
Germany.  

25 April 2015 Events to mark the start of the 
Battle of Gallipoli. The campaign was a disaster, 
with more than 44,000 Allied soldiers killed.  

31 May – 1 June 2016 Events to mark the 
naval Battle of Jutland. This was the largest 
naval battle, and the only full-scale clash of 
battleships, of the war.  

1 July 2016 Events to mark the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme. In just 4 months the British 
suffered around 420,000 casualties, the French 
200,000, and the Germans 500,000.  

June – November 2017 Events to mark the 
Battle of Passchendaele, also known as the Third 
Battle of the Ypres.  

11 November 2018 Germany and the Allies 
signed the Armistice agreement and fighting on 
the Western Front ceased at 11am. 

Euston Station VC Plaque Unveiling -
28 March 2014 
On Friday 28 March 2014 at Euston Station, the 
unveiling of a Memorial plaque in honour of a VC 
recipient - Lance-Corporal John (Jock) Christie - 
Late of the KRRC, took place. 

On 21 December/22 December 1917, at Fejja, 
Palestine, after a position had been captured, 
the enemy immediately made counter-attacks up 
the communication trenches.  Lance-Corporal 
Christie, seeing what was happening, took a 
supply of bombs and went alone about 50 yards 
in the open along the communication trench and 
bombed the enemy.  He continued to do this in 
spite of heavy opposition until a block had been 
established.  On his way back he bombed more 
of the enemy who were moving up the trench.  
His prompt action cleared a difficult position at 
the most grueling time and saved many lives. 

 

Standard Bearers, Kenneth Christie and Rob Richier, 
GLD Chairman.   

The District Chairman, Rob Richier and Standard 
Bearers from the District-Michael Foster; Earl 
Haig - Mr Giddens; St Georges - Mr Hubble; and 
Walthamstow - Mr Scroby, were in attendance.   

The fitting tribute was witnessed by a packed 
station as a military contingent of Army Reserves 
and Veterans took part in the ceremony.  Field 
Marshal Sir John Lyon Chapple, GCB, CBE, made 
a speech that gave a brief synopsis of the VC  

http://www.warmemorials.org/
mailto:conservation@warmemorials.org
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/online-application-form/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/online-application-form/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/online-application-form/
http://krrcassociation.com/archives/memorial_bench_lance_corporal_christie_vc.pdf
http://krrcassociation.com/archives/memorial_bench_lance_corporal_christie_vc.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chapple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chapple
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/wiki/Knight_Grand_Cross_of_the_Order_of_the_Bath
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/wiki/Knight_Grand_Cross_of_the_Order_of_the_Bath
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
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Award and history of the Rifles (formerly Green 
Jackets).  Network Rail paid tribute to its past 
employee and 
Lance Corporal 
Christie's son, 
Kenneth Christie 
had been invited 
to perform the 
unveiling of the 
plaque. 

 

More photos can 
be viewed at:-  

 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/gr
eater-london/remembrance-in-london/vc-wwi-
euston-ceremony . 

Lights Out – 4 August 2014 
Communities throughout the country will be 
encouraged to turn off their electric lights at 
11pm on 4 August to memorialise the day war 
was officially declared with a nationwide 
blackout demonstration of those partaking in this 
Government lead event.  At 10pm on 4 August, 
candles will be lit at Westminster Abbey to 
launch a commemorative service of penitence 
and contemplation.   

Candles will be available from the Legion’s 
partner Marks & Spencer, to be lit across the 
Country. 

WWI Machine Gun Corps Memorial 
Wreath Laying – 11 August 2014 

A Service to commemorate 
the MGC will be held on 
Monday 11 August 2014, 
11.00am. 

GLD Standard Bearers and 
Members are invited to 
attend.   

Following the ceremony - 
Weather permitting - 
bring a picnic for a RBL 
reception in Hyde Park of 
WWI Poetry Readings.  

email: GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk or 
telephone 020 3207 2484 to confirm your 
attendance.  Due to Royal Park By-Laws – picnic 
groups are limited to a maximum of 40 – tickets 
will be issued on the day, for those on the guest 
list.  Standard Bearers, dignitaries and for all 
those wishing to join the RBL picnic poetry 
reception, please get your name on the guest list 
to ensure you will join the main contingent for 

picnic poetry as these are issued on a ‘first 
come, first served’ basis.  However, all are 
welcome to join the Memorial Service and form 
their own poetry picnic groups afterwards. 

North Middlesex Golf Club to honour 
first soldier killed in WW1 
On 23 August 2014 The Middlesex Golf Club is 
holding a day of Commemorative activity in 
honour of John Parr, who is recorded as being 
the first British Casualty of WW1.  The Club has 
organised a day of WW1 Commemorative  
activities with a memorial plaque unveiling 
ceremony at 2pm.  Society was such, that only 
the ‘well-to-do’ Members were listed on the 
memorials at that time, hence John’s name was 
missing.  This ceremony is a demonstration that 
not only John but every soldier‘s life is and was 
of value.  John was a caddy at the Club in Friern 
Barnet when he lied about his 14 years of age, in 
order to join up at the start of WW1.  

 
The Royal British Legion Standard Bearers are 
invited to represent the Legion at the unveiling 
Remembrance Ceremony and should confirm 
their attendance to the District Secretary, Sarah 
Stephenson on 020 3207 2484 before the 31 July.  
Members wishing to take part in the golfing 
activities arranged throughout the day, should 
contact the Club direct on 0208 445 1604 ext 1. 

http://www.northmiddlesexgc.co.uk/ 

The Club will host Men and Ladies’ Fundraising 
Competitions, starting in the morning with the 
Men.  Before the start of the Ladies’ Competition 
at 2pm a rocket will be launched to signal ‘Stop 
of Play’ and the start of the Remembrance 
Ceremony to be held in the Memorial Garden.  
Standard Bearers to be in attendance by 1.45pm 
ready for the Service while Bugler plays and the 
unveiling of the plaque takes place. 

In the evening at 7pm, there will be a stage 
performance of WW1 of Poetry, letter reading, 
songs of the time and guitar playing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuS9MuvWnfc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuS9MuvWnfc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuS9MuvWnfc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuS9MuvWnfc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuS9MuvWnfc&feature=youtu.be
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/vc-wwi-euston-ceremony
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/vc-wwi-euston-ceremony
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/vc-wwi-euston-ceremony
mailto:GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.northmiddlesexgc.co.uk/
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Funds raised are for ex-service charities with 50% 
going to the Poppy Appeal. 

John Parr specialised in becoming a 
reconnaissance cyclist - riding ahead to uncover 
information, then speedily returning to update 
the commanding officer.  At the start of World 
War I in August 1914 Private Parr’s Battalion, the 
4th Middlesex, was shipped from Southampton to 
Boulogne-sur-Mer, France. With the German 
army marching into Belgium, Parr's unit took up 
positions near a village called Bettignies, beside 
the canal running through the town of Mons.  On 
21 August 1914, Parr and another cyclist were 
sent to the village of Obourg, just north east of 
Mons, and slightly over the border in Belgium, 
with a mission to locate the enemy.  It is 
believed he was killed by friendly fire and shot 
by French or Belgium soldiers as the German 
Calvary was 10 miles away.   John Parr is buried 
at St Symphorien Military Cemetery, just 
southeast of Mons, his age is given incorrectly on 
the gravestone as twenty.  Coincidentally, his 
grave faces that of George Edwin Ellison, the last 
British soldier killed during the Great War. 

Croydon event - 2 August 2014 
The Croydon Branch is hosting a 100 years on 
from WWI event at Norbury RBL Club, 1268 
London Road, 8.00pm till late.  Tickets £10.00, 
OAP £7.50.  Buffet/Dance/Raffle, music by Joe 
King with your host for the night ‘Viv the Spiv’ 

Croydon Awarded the Jellicoe Shield 
at National Conference in Torquay 
The Jellicoe Shield is awarded to the UK Branch 
with 100 members or more with the most 
improved membership over the previous 3 years 
based on the number of DDSP paying Members. 

WWI Commemorative Gardens 
If you are a Branch or Member that has 
participated in the Poppy Seed campaign, we 
would like to see photographs of your Poppy 
seeds in bloom.  Please email digital images to 
GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk; with 
details of who grew them and where they are 
growing (street or area of London).  Please add a 
disclaimer to waive the copyright so we have 
permission to publish them in a photo gallery on 
our GLD Website for WWI Commemoration over 
the next 4 years.   
Note: we are unable to use photos that contain 
images of children’s faces. 

 

 

Standard Bearers in Demand 
With more activity and demand for RBL Standard 
Bearers due to the WW1 Commemorative Period, 

and other military 
anniversaries – 
the District Office 
would like to be 
informed of those 
Standard Bearers 
who able and 
willing to provide 
their services and 
would like to be 
notified of all the 
various events 
requesting their 
services.  
Standard Bearers 
should contact 
the District 
Secretary to 
check all their 
contact details 
and email 
addresses are up-
to-date.  With the 
internet and 
social media used 
as the norm, a 
strong Legion 

presence raises the profile of the Legion to a 
wider audience.  With local authorities, 
community groups and organisations requesting 
RBL dignitaries to attend various award 
ceremonies, unveilings, flag raisings, parades, 
Remembrance Services and much more; Standard 
Bearers are more important than ever and a 
visible presence makes for great PR.   

Standard Bearer Training Dates 
The GLD has the privilege of being able to use 
the Territorial Army Centre in Balham, 213 
Balham High Road, London, SW17 7BQ, for 
Standard Bearer Training Sessions. 

Dates for anyone wishing to attend are all on a 
Wednesday evening 6.30pm – 8.00pm:- 

 June 18 

 July 16 
(August- no training) 

 September 17 

 October 15 
Just turn up with Standard, sling and gloves, no 
need to book.  Enquires should be directed to 
the Parade Marshal Reg Burton 020 8894 9420. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southampton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boulogne-sur-Mer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bettignies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obourg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Symphorien_Commonwealth_War_Graves_Commission_cemetery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravestone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edwin_Ellison
mailto:GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk
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The Phoenix is rising - Hounslow 
Within hours of the destruction of the Hounslow 
club at Whitton Road, due to a ferocious fire, 
many of the GLD Officials and London 
membership network had heard about this 
shocking news.   

The well-loved Branch and Club had local groups 
rallying around in support, offering places for 
Members to meet up and use their premises until 
they had a permanent home again.   

The fire broke out on Saturday 15 March around 
4.30pm in the afternoon while the Branch 
Chairman Andre McGill and around 20 others 
were in the building watching rugby.  They had 
to make their escape as the smoke quickly filled 
the room.  Thankfully, no one was hurt. 

In defiance to what fate may throw at them, the 
Branch have produced a T-shirt depicting the 
mythical creature of a phoenix rising up from the 
ashes with the words ‘Hounslow 2014’ with two 
Poppies flanking the pyre.   

In true Dunkirk spirit, the Branch have vowed to 
keep going and indicated this set back will NOT 
affect the WW1 Commemoration plans and an 
unveiling ceremony of a new war memorial in 
Hounslow High Street on August 2 this year. 

Discount for Remembrance Travel 
Join Saga Cruises for a special Legion Member 
discount on board small-ship Saga Sapphire to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
Gallipoli Campaign on this all-inclusive voyage 
around the Mediterranean. 

There will be plenty of time to explore the 
highlights of the region, including Istanbul, 
Athens, Crete and many more. 

All Royal British Legion Members can enjoy a 
discount of £400 per person on this special 
cruise, which reveals historic sites that were of 
great importance throughout 1915 such as the 
Greek island of Lemnos. 

Members who are considering a trip to Gallipoli 
should check out this web page for full details. 

http://www.remembrancetravel.org.uk/ww1-
tours/gallipoli 

Branch Banking Arrangements 
Since the Greater London District was formed in 
2011, there have been a number of problems 
experienced, particularly when preparing the 
Annual Branch Accounts with regard to the 
banking arrangements and the bank mandate 
signatories for individual branches.  Some 
branches have a number of bank accounts 
including: 

 General Account 

 Benevolent Fund 

 Ceremonial Fund 
It is suggested that at a future meeting each 
branch should review how many bank accounts it 
actually needs, to see if any of them could be 
amalgamated into one main account.  

 
This, it is suggested, would ensure that all 
expenditure be properly approved by the 
Executive Committee of the Branch at its regular 
meetings, and might also give scope for some of 
the charitable funds held on behalf of the Legion 
by Branches to be moved to a Branch Fund 
Initiative account, which currently gives a 2% per 
annum gross interest, one of the best available 
interest anywhere in the UK banking sector. 

http://www.remembrancetravel.org.uk/ww1-tours/gallipoli
http://www.remembrancetravel.org.uk/ww1-tours/gallipoli
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Please remember BFI accounts remain the 
individual Branch’s and sums can be drawn down 
from it within five working days, or quicker if 
urgently required. 

Also make sure that all bank account(s)/savings 
account(s) mandates are all up-to-date and that 
all of the signatories are currently Members of 
the Branch’s Executive Committee; this should 
be addressed as a matter of urgency if the 
signatories are not current Branch officials. 

Ensure that all bank accounts/savings accounts, 
have a minimum of two signatures which is 
obligatory for all financial transactions, and that 
no one is to sign a blank cheque without any 
written details or amounts on it, so as to protect 
branch funds.  Most branches will have these 
matters in hand, but should any branch have any 
difficulties about mandates/signatories or 
anything of a financial nature please contact Ray 
Harris  (Deputy District Treasurer) who will be 
happy to visit the branch if deemed necessary.  

IE Refresher Courses 
A new pilot being run nationally for IE Training.  
If Examiners are confident, then this method 
may be suitable for them to take the Refresher 
course, in the form of a pack sent to their home, 
which is completed at their leisure and returned 
to the Membership Training Officer (Jo D’Souza), 
to complete the refresher requirement. If they 
are not confident or don’t pass then the full 
training course will need to be undertaken. 

Late Branch Accounts 
Branch Account return forms will be sent out at 
the end June for completion.  For branches who 
failed to complete them until long after the 2013 
deadline, this may feel like an unrelenting chore 
and they should endeavour to return accounts on 
time.  The close of the field financial year is 30 
June 2014.  Branch returns should be reconciled 
up to 30 June 2014.  There is a three month 
period to have the accounts audited and signed 
off in time to submit to the District Secretary at 
Haig House by 30 September 2014.  The grace 
period for late accounts will not be extended 
this year to 31 December to allow Delegates to 
attend National conference in 2015.  Any 
branches with problems in meeting these 
deadlines should contact the District Treasurer 
or Deputy Treasurer for assistance in order to 
comply.  

It is NOT necessary to have these approved at an 
AGM, so no need to delay sending them nor to 
change the date of the AGM or submit a MS1.  
The AGM is a formality in which the members 
adopt the Accounts.   

MS1’s need to be submitted before the 31 

December 2014. 

The Membership Council is looking not just to 
freeze branch accounts but to close branches 
that fail to submit branch accounts within the 
stipulated timeframes from this year onwards.  

Branch Property Trusts (BPT) 
Most Branch Property Trusts were acquired 
between the 1920s and mid 1970s.  It was often 
the dedication and efforts of local branches that 
provided the funding – and in some cases the 
labour – for these properties.   

Branch Property Trusts are properties that are 
held on specific trusts.  Each BPT has its own 
trust deed or conveyance - a trust document - 
which sets out what it can be used for. Because 
the BPTs cannot be used for the general 
purposes of the Legion or its branches, they are 
defined in charity and trust law as restricted 
assets.  Branches are not corporate bodies but 
are part of the Legion and do not have their own 
legal existence.  This means that they cannot 
legally hold the BPT connected to their branch; 
instead the BPTs have trustees (either the Legion 
as a corporate trustee, or individuals as local 
trustees) who hold the title and are responsible 
for ensuring that the property is only used in 
accordance with the relevant trust document. 

Although BPTs are connected to branches, they 
are not ‘owned’ by branches and in many cases 
have purposes that are narrower than those of 
the branch.  In most cases the BPTs’ purposes 
relate to a very narrow geographical area.  This 
means that income from a BPT can only be used 
within the narrow purposes of the BPT.  So, for 
example, a BPT that is restricted to Richmond 
and the surrounding district could not use its 
income to fund a break centre in Southend.  

We also have Branch Trust Funds.  Where a 
property has been sold the proceeds of sale are 
usually placed in a Branch Trust Fund and 
continue to be held on the same trusts as 
before.  This means that they are restricted 
funds (which is a legal term) and cannot usually 
be used for the general purposes of the Legion, 
or its branches.  These are distinct from 
unrestricted funds, which can be used for any of 
the charitable purposes of the Legion, including 
where those activities are undertaken by a 
branch.  

Understanding the complexities of how BPTs 
work can be very confusing, hence briefings 
were held throughout the Country and in Haig 
House last year. 



 
 

Shoulder to shoulder with all who Serve  

12 

For those branches which have a BPT, these 
branches would have received a communication 
from the BPT Project team to attend briefings 
being set up to advise them on how this may 
impact on branch funding.  For branches that 
have not yet had a briefing;  sessions are 
arranged for  

 Tuesday 24 June 2.00 - 3.30pm at Haig House 

 Thursday 10 July 2.30 - 3.45 pm at Haig 
House.   

If you have already attended a briefing but 
would like a refresher, you are welcome to 
attend these briefings as well.   

Please confirm to the District Secretary Sarah 
Stephenson sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk 
which date is preferred and the names of those 
Officials from the Branch attending, with 
relevant contact email addresses. 

Royalty Free Photographs 
If you are designing posters/flyers or creating in-
house publications, there is always, the issue of 
locating images you can use that won’t encroach 
on copyright law.   

The District Secretary has set up a Flickr account 
where the ownership of the copyright belongs to 
the District Secretary.   

Copyright permission has been granted to anyone 
wishing to use these images for free, providing 
that their use will further the objectives of the 
Legion or be used in any media publication 
that puts our Armed Forces in a positive light.  
This library will be added to periodically.  
Various images covering subject matters e.g. 
Commemoration, ceremonies, Parades, London 
Poppy Day, National Arboretum, Memorials and 
London Riders can be downloaded from this link 
for free. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/ 

Membership Secretary Post 
The Membership Council AGREED that the 
position of ‘Membership Secretary’ is not an 
Officer post in a Club or Branch and should not 
be added to Condition 11 of the Legion Club 
Licence. 

Columbia Road Petition 
The petition to have a war memorial to  
commemorate the air raid on Columbia Market, 
Columbia Road, E2 on the first night of the Blitz, 
7 September 1940 when a German bomb entered 
the ventilation shaft of the air raid shelter 
situated under the Great Hall of Columbia 
Market (which had a glass roof) causing mass 
devastation and the loss of 51 lives; was 

accepted by Tower Hamlets Council on 26 March 
2014.  The campaigners would like to thank all 
the RBL Members who signed the petition. 

The Council voted unanimously to accept the 
petition and offer whatever support it could 
including cutting through the red tape, help with 
planning and some financial aid. 

Can you Dig it – yes you can 

WW1 Tree Planting Ceremonies 2014-2018 

All branches were sent the WW1 Tree Planting 
initiative in May.  Any branch or local non-profit 
community organisation that is participating in 
the London RBL and Conservation Foundation 
collaboration, to see 100 WW1 Commemorative 
Trees planted across London, and has obtained 
an Elm or Yew tree who would like to either 
advertise their Tree Planting Ceremony event in 
the September Newsletter; or on the GLD 
website; or if they have digital photographs of 
the event they would like on the website as part 
of the WW1 Commemorative pages; they should 
contact the District Secretary, 
sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk. 

 

 
 

Elm Saplings 

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
https://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/
mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
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Comradeship Services Project 
Briefings 
These briefings are to inform branches of the 
Membership processes which will be affected 
with the roll out of the new Comradeship 
database.  For branches that would like to sit in 
on a session, a Branch Official should confirm to 
the District Secretary which day they are able to 
attend.  Spaces are limited and allocated on a 
first come first served basis.  Delegates who 
attended briefings at National Conference should 
feedback the information to their branch. 

 Tuesday 24 June 3.30pm – 5.00pm at Haig 
House 

 Thursday 10 July 3.45pm – 5.00pm at Haig 
House.   

District Vice Chairman Elections 
With more demand for RBL representation from 
local authorities, community groups and 
organisations as well as the Corporate RBL; for 
RBL dignitaries to attend various award 
ceremonies, unveilings, flag raising, parades, 
Remembrance Services and much more, the Vice 
Chairman role is an all important role for a 
member who is active and willing to attend and 
deputise at these events for the District 
Chairman as well as fulfilling the usual 
Committee commitments.  All branches should 
have received notification, informing them of 
the District Vice Chairman Election Process 
taking place this year.  The successful candidate 
will take up the three year post immediately 
following the GLD AGM in February 2015.  
Branches with candidates, should return the 
nominations form before Monday 8 September 
2014. 

Welfare - District Representative 
The Greater London District Committee 
appointed Ken Sprowles as the District Welfare 
Officer.  Ken has undertaken the new Welfare 
training after having passed the new selection 
recruitment process for Caseworkers which was 
rolled out with the New Ways of Working for 
Welfare Delivery in 2013.  For branches that do 
not have a Welfare Committee or Rep and are 
unsure of where or how to direct beneficiaries in 
need of assistance, they may contact Ken on 020 
8303 2601.  

GLD AGM 2015 
At a GLD Conference Committee meeting, it was 
agreed that 7 February 2015 at 11.00am would 
be the day the GLD is to host its AGM.   

It will be held at the Harrow Club, 76 Northolt 
Road, Harrow, Middlesex, HA2 0DW.  Draft 

Agenda and formal notification will be sent out 
no later than 21 November 2014. 

GLD Annual London Remembers 
Parade – 21 September 2014 
All Youth Affiliated Groups are welcome to join 
the Parade and should form up at 2.00pm in the 
car park at Richmond.  Standard Bearers from all 
GLD branches are requested to attend. For full-
page flyer please see Appendix 1. 

Chairman’s message 
All too often, we hear that London is too large 
for the District to administer.  With a fully 
elected Committee and Officers committed to 
the Membership, we now have GLD Officers 
allocated to specific branches to visit and 
identify where support can be given and to see 
how your Branch operates in situ.  It is my 
intention for GLD Branches to feel more of a 
connection to the District Membership as a 
whole.   

It was a privilege to be invited to Euston Station, 
where a plaque was unveiled in memory of a 
Network Rail employee, Lance Corporal 'Jock' 
Christie who was a WW1 Victoria Cross Recipient 
and I was very pleased to see our Standard 
Bearers so well turned out, in front of such a 
large crowd.  It was also great to see many of 
the Romford Members at the Arctic Medal Award 
Ceremony for Leslie Claydon.  Starting the 
Summer season by opening the Summer Fair at 
Southgate was a real honour and now that 
summer is upon us, I hope to see more of you at 
the various events, some of which I’ll be 
attending, such as; the Ace Café Riders and 
Harrow Branch Annual Meet-up, the RAF Open 
Day at Northolt, the WW1 Machine Gun Memorial 
Service in Hyde Park, Hounslow’s unveiling 
parade ceremony of the new Memorial and a 
function at Croydon.  Not forgetting the GLD 
Parade at Richmond Sunday 21 September – and 
hopefully many more in the coming months.  

For those of you hosting your own fundraisers 
and operating stands at all the different fetes 
and fairs around Greater London, please enjoy 
the day and have fun. If anyone wishes to join us 
at Romford Dogs there is a fundraising event on 
Saturday 13 September. 

Hoping you all have a wonderful summertime 

Rob Richier 
 

‘When you go home, tell them of us and say, 

For your tomorrow, we gave our today’. 
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Greater London District Committee 
 

Name Position Local Branch Member 

Rob Richier Chairman Walthamstow 

Reg Pinney Vice Chairman Southgate 

Joanne Stevens Treasurer Elm Park 

Phil Beckinsale  Harrow 

Penny Bell-Wright DPRO Richmond 

Bryan Binning  Greenford 

Stan Bonner  Chingford 

Irene Brockey  Sunbury 

Robert Cantwell  Chingford 

Chad Carress  Croydon 

Griff Griffin  Romford 

Ray Harris  Southgate 

Jim Lowther  Chiswick 

Syed Mahmood  Ilford 

Alan Ronaldson DPAC Chingford 

Peter Twidle  Hillingdon & District 

Jack Weedon  Ilford 

By Appointment 
Welfare Rep   Ken Sprowles 
Standard Bearer   Michael Foster 
Ceremonial Officer  Stan Heath 
Parade Marshal  Reg Burton 
District Chaplin  Right Reverend Michael Ward 
WS, Met. Central Rep. Janet Salter 
District Secretary   Sarah Stephenson. Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 
 
Email:    GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk 
Website:   http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london 

 

Conference Committee 

Penny Bell-Wright 
Phil Beckinsale 
Alan Ronaldson 
Ken Sprowles 
David Justice 
Finola Turner 
 

mailto:GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london
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APPENDIX 1 


