
 

COMMON sense has prevailed 
after several cars belonging 
to people at a Gloucester 
City Festival of Remem-
brance service were ticketed 
with fines. Whilst in ASDA 
car Park.  A scandal has 
been avoided after the su-
permarket agreed to show 
leniency and waive the 

fines. 

Garry Mills, vice-chairman of 
the Legion in Gloucester-
shire, said: “The maximum 
time for parking in the Asda 
car park is three hours. It 
has been that way for over 
12 months now so unfortu-
nately people stayed longer 
than that.  “I was made 
aware of this by several 
members and I then contact-
ed Asda and Smart Parking 
Ltd.  I must say that Asda 
have bent over backwards to 
help us. We continue to have 
an excellent working rela-

tionship with them as we do 
with other supermarkets in 
the county, who continue to 
support us and the poppy 
appeal.  We have apologised 
for this honest mistake and 
asked for clemency for those 
who were parked there for 

more than three hours.” 

One of those ticketed com-
mented, “The news that 
Asda are prepared to void 
the tickets shows that they 
do have some power and it is 
good that they have shown 

common sense.” 

An Asda spokesman said: 
“We are always happy to 
support our local community 
and local causes. We have a 
great relationship with the 
GL1 leisure centre and work 
closely with them across a 
variety of events over the 

year.” 

Over recent days the County Community Fund raiser, Nicole 

Mayall has advised our Branch Poppy Appeal Organiser, 

Bob Perkins, that this years Poppy Appeal has already 

passed the £53,000 mark! 

This is an excellent achievement and all concerned are to be 

thoroughly congratulated.  Bob and his team, Branch Mem-

bers and supporters, volunteers and the willing band of Re-

servists from the Royal Navy, Army and Royal Airforce and 

not forgetting the fantastic assistance given to the Poppy 

Appeal by the Army Cadet Forces, Sea Cadets and Air 

Training Corps.  A grateful thanks to the members of the 

public who gave so generously.  This years Appeal ends on 

30 September so we still have time to raise some much need-

ed monies.  Please remember that we spend on average 

£1.8million every week on welfare for our beneficiaries.  If 

you or someone you know needs help call 0808 802 8080. 

ASDA waives parking fines 
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Poppy Appeal total exceeds £53,000 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  I N -

T E R E S T :  

 23 April 2014 St 

George’s Day Ser-

vice RSStG Glouces-

ter Cathedral 

 27 April 2014    

ANZAC Service 

Leighterton 

 4 June 2014 St Cath-

erine’s Church Com-

memoration Service 

 Gloucester Armed 

Forces Day —

Saturday 21 June 

2014—RBL Stall 

 6 September 2014 

Gloucester Day—

RBL Street Stall  

 

GL Festival of 

Remembrance 2014 

The Branch needs to be aware 
that for years the Festival has 
been subsidised by Branch 
Funds.  This is an incorrect use 
of funds and now we must ac-
tively fundraise if this prestigious 
event is to continue.  What can 
you do to help?  Join the Festi-
val Sub Committee? Donate? 
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“This was one of 

the worst cases of 

a billing system 

error I have seen 

in eight years!” - 

Garry Mills, 

Branch Chairman. 

 

CASE STUDY– Electricity Rip Off 

Branch Member receives Women’s Section National Certificate 

ANZAC Parade at Leighterton 
Sunday 27 April 2014 is a very 

important date to put in your 

diary,  Why?  Because on this 

day the County of Gloucester 

Royal British Legion will, once 

again, come together to re-

member those gallant men 

from the then Dominions and 

Empire, from Australia and 

New Zealand, who were 

killed in and around the sleepy 

Cotswold village of Leighter-

ton.  These young men had 

answered the call from the 

mother country and rushed to 

defend her in her hour of 

need.  They left their farms in 

the outback of Australia, trav-

elled from the highlands of 

New Zealand to “Do their 

Bit!”  They were the pioneers 

in a new way to fight wars, in 

the air.  They were the fore-

runners of the Royal Air 

Force, the men of the Royal 

Flying Corps.   

The Parade will form up at 

the school and be inspected 

by Her Majesty's Lord Lieu-

tenant Dame Janet Trotter 

and our County Chairman 

Group Captain Annie Reid at 

2.30pm.  Moving off to be at 

the cemetery for 3,00pm 

where a Memorial Service and 

wreath laying will take place.  

As we approach the Cen-

tenary of the start of the First 

World War please do make 

the effort to pay your re-

spects to those from far off 

lands who gave so much to 

ensure that we may be free. 

The award citation commend-

ed Bob for the hard work and 

dedication to the Women’s 

Section over many years.  Bob 

has been to the forefront in 

Gloucestershire and the West 

Midlands Region in his dedica-

tion to not just the RBL but 

also the Women’s Section. 

MORE HONOURS  

Over the last weekend Bob 

Bob Perkins has received a 

prestigious award bestowed 

by the Women’s Section of 

the Royal British Legion. 

At the recent Women’s Sec-

tion County Conference held 

in Gloucester on 30 Novem-

ber 2013 a very surprised Bob 

was given a RBL Women’s 

Section National Chairman’s 

Certificate of Appreciation.   

and his wife Rachel have again 

contended in their respective 

Regional Standard Bearers 

Competitions.  We are very 

pleased to report that yet 

again for the 12th year in a 

row.  Bob has won the Re-

gional Competition 20 times 

in total over the last 21 years.  

That is a record to be justly 

proud of, congratulations! 

£467.00 in credit.  A refund 

cheque was sent to the cus-

tomer.  Some days later the 

customer received a letter 

advising that her Age UK tariff 

was coming to an end and 

that she would be moved to 

an alternate tariff and her 

monthly Direct Debit pay-

ment was to increase to 

£111.00. For 3 months the 

customer paid this outrageous 

amount of money for her 

electricity.  The account was 

£179.14 in credit.  Why was 

the customer paying over the 

odds?  Simple, Eon ‘s system 

was in error.  Garry negotiat-

ed a reduction in the monthly 

DD to £32.00 a £50.00 com-

pensation payment, a further 

refund and a tariff change to 

save another £42 per annum. 

Garry said, “This is one of the 

worst cases I have dealt with 

in 8 years.  Be warned check 

your bills!”  This cost the RBL 

nothing to resolve. 

A few days ago, an ex service-

man's widow, an 84 year old 

living in an Assisted Housing 

scheme in Gloucester ac-

cessed the Branch Chairman's 

Advice Surgery.  The Ex Ser-

viceman's widow was paying 

£111.00 per month for her 

electricity by Direct Debit.  

The supplier, Eon replaced 

the meter with a smart meter 

on 3 Oct 13.  They had 

checked the consumption and 

found the customer was 

L E G I O N  V O I C E  M A R C H  2 0 1 4  



Gloucester Festival of Remembrance a great success 
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2013 saw the 36th Gloucester 

City Festival of Remembrance.  

We were fortunate to have as our 

band for the event The Lydbrook 

Band.  They were fantastic!  Our 

programme of displays was again 

enhanced by the Air Training 

Corps Drill and Ceremonial Flight.  

These youngsters execute over 

330 drill movements, in unison 

and with precision envied by their 

professional peers, without a sin-

gle word of command.  Instru-

ments of Praise, a local Black Gos-

pel Choir made their first appear-

ance and rocked the house.  An-

other first was Lilli Moore, our 

singer from The Wirral, led the 

Community Singing accompanied 

by the Lydbrook Band. “Land of 

Hope and Glory” never sounded 

so good.  TS Gloucester Band and 

the ATC Band performed.  Our 

Branch Chaplain, Rev David Smith 

led the Service of Remembrance.   

Next year we hope to make even 

more changes and will bring the 

event time forward to allow more 

youngsters to attend. 

Please note that next year ASDA 

Car Park will be advised of the 

event and the cameras will be 

switched off.  No parking tickets! 

RBL Gloucester County is in the 

process of compiling a list of bu-

glers who are willing to provide 

cover for events.  If you are aware 

of any bugler and have their details 

please pass them on to: 

County Secretary,  

Ms Angela Darnley  

RBL County Office,  4 Highliffe 

Drive, Quedegley, Gloucester, 

GL2 4QN. 

Buglers are in great demand and 

over the recent Remembrance 

Tide many Commemorations 

were held without the accompani-

ment of a bugler.  Everyone would 

agree that at any event where the 

Exhortation is rendered or at any 

funeral of our comrades the  pro-

ceedings are more poignant when 

a bugler is there to sound “Last 

Post” and “Reveille.” 

lowed this tour with an exchange 

appointment with the United 

States Air Force.  In 1989, follow-

ing his return to the United King-

dom, he retained his association 

with the Hercules aircraft with his 

appointment as Station Command-

er of RAF Lyneham.  This period 

in command coincided with the 

first Gulf War in 1990, and during 

this operation the Hercules air-

craft flew a record number of 

flying hours, exceeding all previous 

records for sustained operations 

for transport aircraft in the RAF. 

Amongst his many achievements 

he attended the Pakistan National 

Defence College in Rawalpindi 

serving at HQ Strike Command, 

RAF High Wycombe and at HQ 

Personnel and Training Command, 

RAF Innsworth.  . 

Since his retirement from the RAF 

in 2002, he has lived in Longhope 

and has been an active member 

and President of the Longhope & 

District Branch Royal British Le-

gion. 

Air Vice-Marshal Ian Corbitt has 

been appointed our new County 

President taking over from Major 

General Paul Stevenson.   

Ian Corbitt joined the RAF in 1965 

and, on completion of pilot train-

ing at RAF Cranwell, he started a 

long association with the Hercules 

C-130 aircraft.  He flew over 

5,000 hours on the Hercules air-

craft.  In 1983 he commanded the 

Hercules Operational Conversion 

Unit at RAF Lyneham, and fol-

New County President 

Buglers needed– do you know any? 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

“If we are to 

continue to 

hold this event 

then the 

members must 

support it!” 

Bob Perkins dips the Union Flag 
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RBL Gloucester City Branch 

Trinity Centre 

Norbury Avenue, Matson 

Gloucester, GL4 6AG  

Tel: 01452 305438 

Alternative day time 0900hrs to 1600hrs 

Monday to Thursday number is 01452 

505544 and ask for Garry or leave a 

message. 

Gloucester City Branch of the Royal British Legion 

meets on the first Friday of each month at 8.00pm in 

The Residents Lounge, Duke of Beaufort Court, 

Podsmead Road, Gloucester, GL1 5UB.  If travelling 

by car please park in Chaucer Close and walk 

through in to Duke of Beaufort Court, the Residents 

Lounge is on the left.  Stagecoach Number 10 Bus 

serves the Podsmead area and a bus stop is on Pods-

mead Road, there is gated access from near the stop.   

The RBL is open for membership to all serving mem-

bers of the Armed Forces, ex service personnel and 

anyone who can subscribe to our aims and objec-

tives.  To join you do not need to have served in the 

forces. 

If you would like more information on the RBL 

please contact our secretary or any Branch member. 

For assistance from the RBL please call  

0808 802 8080  to speak to our Call Centre. 

Call for D-Day veterans visiting Normandy for 70th anniversary in June 

Shoulder to shoulder with 

all who serve 

2014 marks the 70th anniversary of the Normandy Landings during the Sec-

ond World War. The Royal British Legion and the Ministry of Defence have 

the privilege of leading the nation in paying its respects to all those who 

fought and died in the battle through a series of events over 5-6 June, 

known as 'D-Day 70'. 

Over the coming months, the Legion and the MOD will be working towards 

the commemorations, which include Memorial Services at Bayeux Cathedral 

and Commonwealth War Grave Cemetery amongst others. In order to plan 

effectively we're aiming to establish how many veterans will be travelling to 

Normandy in June, and we're asking all veterans and their families to get in 

touch and let us know. 

Due to the high profile nature of D-Day 70 there will be security restrictions 

in place in Normandy and accreditation is required for many of the events 

during the anniversary period. Therefore we ask you contact us by 16 

March to allow time for us to send you the paperwork you will need to enter 

the sites you wish to visit. 

If you are, or know of, a veteran planning to travel to Normandy for 6 June 
2014 please contact us in writing either by email 
at dday70@britishlegion.org.uk or write to 'D-Day 70', The Royal British Le-
gion, Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London, SE1 1AA.    

mailto:dday70@britishlegion.org.uk

