
Chairman’s Message 
Change is inevitable and for the Legion to 

survive, it also needs to change.  Pathw ays for 

Grow th (the change strategy) is now  complete 

and the Legion is moving to the ’New  Ways of 

Working’ .  The four 

pillars of the Legion 

are Welfare, 

Remembrance, 

Representat ion and 

Comradeship and it 

is this that I am 

looking to establish - 

a Membership that 

is at one w ith the 

ethos and object ives 

of the Legion and 

w hose volunteer 

efforts support ALL 

four pillars of the 

RBL mission.  We must create a Membership 

that is outw ard looking and modern, which is 

beneficiary and fundraising focused w ith an 

act ive Membership.  In London 2013, 

Membership dropped by 7.5%; if this 

continues, in ten years t ime Membership w ill 

be more than halved in London.  Retention is 

clearly a problem w ith new  members leaving 

after an average of less than 18 months.  

Membership is not just a numbers game; 

quality rather than quantity is a key factor 

w hen recruit ing new  members.  We must 

attract a younger generation w ith interests and 

act ivit ies that encourage them to stay.  

Resist ing change is detrimental to the survival 

of Membership and the ‘New  Ways of 

Working’  need to be embraced.  Disgruntled 

rumblings on the changes implemented w ill not 

help Membership survive - w e must pull 

together as a District and move on, Shoulder 

to Shoulder. 

Rob Richier, w ishing you all the best this 

Easter Break. 

 

Standard Bearers Competit ion  

Cobham - Saturday 9 February 2014  

The Greater London District is proud to 

announce that the accolade for the w inner of 

the South East Regional Standard Bearers 

Competit ion w ent to Michael Foster, w ho also 

carries the Standard for the Greater London   
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District.  Ray Harris and Jo Stevens from the 

GLD Committee w ere in attendance and w ere 

thrilled to see Michael put in a fantast ic 

performance on the day.   

Runners up who also put in a sterling 

performance w ere:- 

Second: Andy Gale, Berkshire. 

Third:  Steve Leonard, Sussex. 

Military Membership 
Membership subscript ion secretaries should 

alw ays check to see if  a new  applicant is a 

serving member of the UK Armed Forces, 

regular or reserve.  If  the answ er is yes, please 

let the applicant know  of a new  type of 

membership that is FREE to serving personnel, 

regular or reserves.  Joining is online at:- 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/comm

unity/military-membership.  

 
These members w ill then receive specif ic RBL 

information and advice of the many w ays the 

Legion part icipates w ith and assists our serving 

comrades.  Branch Membership is not free and 

should be processed in the normal w ay on a 

MS4/12 form.  

New Member - Application forms 
On a regular basis the District Off ice receives 

incorrect or incomplete MS4/12 applicat ion 

forms.  This is impacting on postal costs w ith 

the return of rejected forms, on a daily basis, 

back to branches to correct their errors.  

Nationally this is creating unacceptable 

AVOIDABLE costs for the charity.  The major 

failing is Section E w ith check boxes left  blank 

– at least one box MUST be t icked.  Also 

signatures missing either from the applicant, 

the secretary or the Direct Debit mandate.  

There are also branches st ill using out-of-date 

versions of the form which w ere superseded by 

the MS4/12 form.  Branch Committees should 

request their secretaries and subs secretaries 

to destroy all previous versions of the form. 

Late Branch Accounts  
In October 2013 branches that had failed to 

return branch accounts w ere w rit ten to 

requesting they address this issue as a matter 

or urgency and return their branch accounts.  

The deadline for receipt at the District Off ice 

w as 30 September 2013 (subsequently 

extended to December 2013).  The 

Membership Council is now  looking at steps 

the District needs to take, for branches that 

have failed to return their accounts for the 

year. 

How ever, the Membership Council granted 

dispensation so that branches w ho had 

returned their accounts by 31 December 2013 

w ould not be penalised by disallow ing the 

branch to send a delegate to National 

Conference (providing they w ere compliant in 

all other aspects); on the understanding that 

many branches w ere not up to speed w ith the 

change in the f ield year, to that of 30 June 

2013.  Therefore branches that managed to 

return their accounts and MS1 on or before 31 

December 2013 and have paid the Legion 

Subscript ions fees to Head Off ice by 31 March 

2014, w ould st ill be able to send delegates to 

National Conference.   

National Conference Branch 

Delegates 
The deadline for branches to submit delegate 

applicat ions to the District Off ice is Tuesday  

7 April 2014, in order to check eligibility and 

submission to National Off ice by 11 April.  Any 

branch that has submitted an applicat ion 

should have received an acknow ledgement, if  

not you should contact the District Secretary 

immediately.  All eligible branches permitted to 

have a delegate(s) attend w ill be sent direct 

from Head Off ice their credentials.  They 

should receive these by 2 May latest and again 

need to contact the District Off ice should they 

have not received them. 

Accommodation for National Conference –
Torquay 17 & 18 May 2014 

The National Conference Special Circular in 

October 2013 contained information as to the 

online booking of accommodation at 

http://w w w.conferenceenglishriviera.com/ 

w hich has a variety of accommodation 

available for delegates w ishing to attend the 

Conference.  Alternatively contact Paula 

Whaley on 01803 206302 stat ing you w ish to 

book accommodation for the conference.

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/community/military-membership
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membership/community/military-membership
http://www.conferenceenglishriviera.com/
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Unforgotten – 100 years on 

WWI Centenary Grants available  

If  you have projects and proposals linked to the 

WWI Centenary and need to apply for funding, 

the best route is to talk to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund. 

 

Type these links into your w eb browser for 

details of HLF to apply for the funding of local 

Projects: 

 http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefun
d/FirstWorldWar/Pages/FirstWorldWar.aspx 

 http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefun
d/FirstWorldWar/Pages/FAQs.aspx 

 http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefun
d/FirstWorldWar/Documents/Remembering_F
WW_leaflet.pdf 
 

Web Stats - Not to be sniffed at 

The GLD w ebsite saw  a massive increase in 

w eb visitors this January, which is a usually 

quiet month for w eb page 

act ivity, but w ith 2,293 visitors 

to the GLD w ebsite, a 71% 

increase compared to January 

2013, on closer examination 

these f igures revealed the most 

visited page w as the WWI 

Poppy seed Commemorative 

campaign and the f if th most 

visited page w as WWI 

Commemoration.  It  goes to 

show  how  important this period 

of Remembrance is and how  

people are gearing up to grow  

sw athes of poppies in memory of the fallen.  

WWII Veterans Wanted for 

Acclaimed Photographer 
The acclaimed photographer Sam Faulkner is 

looking for World War II veterans to 

photograph for a project to commemorate the 

70th anniversary of the end of the w ar.  The 

photo shoot would be at your convenience and 

take about 30-45 minutes.  

Every subject w ill receive a FREE print of the 

photograph.  Servicemen and w omen from all 

services around the country are included. 

Please call Sam Faulkner on  

07973 883 690 to f ind out more or email 

sam@samfaulkner.co.uk. 

Sam has photographed subjects as diverse as 

Conflict in Afghanistan, Sir David 

Attenborough, Dame Jane Goodall, super 

models Naomi Campbell and Claudia Schif fer.  

And commercial clients such as Estee Lauder; 

Armani; Dolce & Gabbana; The Body Shop; 

Monsoon; Accessorize; Versace; Burberry; 

Nestle; Comic Relief ; Dior and more.  

 

Sam began shooting his long term project, 

Cocaine Wars in 2001 and the f irst few  stories 

from the project w on the Observer Hodge 

Aw ard and got him on the Joop Sw art World 

Press Photo Masterclass.  Other prizes and 

grants include The Winston Churchill Memorial 

Fellow ship, The Brit ish Journal of Photography 

Project Assistance Grant, and select ion for last 

year’s Taylor Wessing exhibit ion at the 

National Portrait  Gallery. 

 

 

 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Pages/FirstWorldWar.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Pages/FirstWorldWar.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Pages/FAQs.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Pages/FAQs.aspx
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Documents/Remembering_FWW_leaflet.pdf
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Documents/Remembering_FWW_leaflet.pdf
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/whatwefund/FirstWorldWar/Documents/Remembering_FWW_leaflet.pdf
http://www.samfaulkner.co.uk/#/biography
mailto:sam@samfaulkner.co.uk
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RAF Northolt is registering interest from local 

residents for their Open Day on Saturday 14 

June 2014.  

The gates w ill open to the public at 1200 noon 

and they are expecting the f lypast from the 

Queen’s Birthday Parade to be overhead RAF 

Northolt  soon after opening.    

Entry w ill be by w ristbands w hich are available 

in advance and w ill cost £10 each (under 5’s 

are free).  

Wristbands w ill not be issued until nearer the 

date but bookings can be made now .   

Anyone bringing a car onto the base w ill need 

to purchase a £5 car pass (Disabled Blue Badge 

holders are free). Please provide full names, 

w ith nationality of each attendee, together 

w ith the make, model and registrat ion number 

of any vehicles which are to be brought onto 

the base on the day.  

Cheques payable to “ Service Funds RAF 

Northolt”  together w ith the relevant details of 

attendees should be sent to: 

Sqn Ldr Richard Willis 

MCO 

RAF Northolt  

West End Road 

Ruislip 

Middlesex HA4 6NG 

Please mark the envelope “Open Day 2014”. 

Payments are non-refundable and RAF Northolt 

reserves the right to refuse admission. 

Youth – the Future is in Their Hands 
In this case, these w ords ring true for the 

continuation of Membership w ithin the RBL 

Charity as a w hole.  The Comradeship Strategy 

for 2013 -2016 as agreed by the Board of 

Trustees in October 2013 is underpinned by 

tw o sub strategies; 1. Armed Forces 

Engagement and 2. Membership.  The 

Membership Strategy has tw o key performance 

indicators, w hich are to achieve a drop in the 

average age of members and see a halt to the 

decline in numbers; in London the GLD saw  a 

7.5% drop in members over the past year. 

The District w ill be looking at new  incentives 

to engage w ith the Youth Aff iliated Groups in 

the GLD area and it  would be advantageous for 

all branches to recruit  appropriate Youth 

Organisations that would share the ethos of 

the Legion’s Charitable Object ives and in 

sympathy w ith our Remembrance culture.  

Does your branch have any links to any youth 

organisations or do any of your members have 

children/grandchildren w ho belong to a youth 

group that potentially w ould enjoy joining t he 

GLD on its Annual Parade and show ing off  

their skills and talent through the streets of 

London?  The Legion can be fun, bright and 

youthful and it is t ime to be fearless in your 

approach to make it so.  

 

Along w ith our customary Army, Sea and Air 

Cadets it w ould be fantast ic to have more 

diversity w ith groups such as Majorettes, 

Cheer Leaders, Street and Troupe Dancers, as 

w ell as Scouts, Girl Guides, St John’s 

Ambulance, Police Cadets; united together all 

should be striving to make the GLD the f lagship 

District it  should be for the RBL.  

If  you know  of a group that w ould like to 

become aff iliated please email 

GLDmembership@brit ishlegion.org.uk w ith 

your request for Youth Aff iliat ion Forms and 

information or call the District Off ice 020 3207 

2484.  For Branches w ith Aff iliated Groups, 

please check Appendix A (last page) to ensure 

your YA group(s) are registered w ith Head 

Off ice.  If  you believe a group is missing please 

contact the District Off ice as above.  

mailto:GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk
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Official Ministry of Defence Discount 

Service  

The service offers both a number of online and 

high street discounts to the Armed Forces 

Community.  It  is available to all serving and 

ex-serving Legion members.  

Thousands of savings can be made in stores, 

restaurants and venues across the UK w ith the 

Defence Privilege Card.  The scheme also 

allow s small and large companies to get 

involved w ith offering a discount and 

encourages companies in local areas to offer 

discounts to the Armed Forces Community.  

Join for free today and start saving £100' s a 

year.  

Go to the Defence Discount Service w ebsite at  

https://w w w.defencediscountservice.co.uk/ to 

f ind out more. 

MOD Armed Forces Funding 
Grants are available from the MOD for Armed 

Forces Day Events. 

A maximum of £10,000 is available per 

applicat ion, provided that MOD funding 

accounts for no more than 50% of the total 

cost, w ith numerous bids for a few  hundred 

pounds granted each year to assist smaller 

events.  

Anyone interested in applying for funding must 

submit an applicat ion form by 28 March 2014.  

Full details and applicat ion process online:- 

https://w w w.gov.uk/government/news/your-

country-needs-you  

Recruitment 
Penny Bell-Wright is the Principal Recruit ing 

Off icer for the GLD and for branches hosting 

LIC events needing promotional items; they w ill 

need to contact Penny in the f irst instance. 

Recruiting Seminar at Richmond (Surrey) 
Branch  

A Greater London District Recruit ing Seminar 

has been arranged for Saturday 22 March 

2014 at Richmond (Surrey) Branch and Club 

from 11:15-15:00hrs.  Registrat ion w ill be 

from 10:45hrs.  Tea/coffee and lunch w ill be 

provided.  There w ill also be a cash bar open 

on the premises.  Parking w ill cost 

approximately £6.60 (expense claim forms w ill 

be available on the day). This is open to any 

Member w ho w ould like to know  more about 

recruit ing either on the GLD Team or just in 

your ow n local Branch.  For further information 

please contact Penny Bell-Wright on Tel: 020 

8715 4206 or by email:  

penny_b_w @yahoo.co.uk  

Recruiting Event Equipment 

From Monday 10 March the District Recruitment 

items will be kept in storage at the Isleworth 

Branch premises.  The Gazebo, will be held at the 

Southgate Branch. 

Use of the RBL Logo 
For clarity, Head of Membership has issued this 

guidance w hen using the RBL Brand logo:- . 

Where branches or Counties/Districts organise 

fundraising or commemorative 

events/charitable act ivit ies, there is no problem 

for them using the logo to publicise the event, 

how ever, they are not allow ed to grant the use 

of the logo to a third party.  Where a third 

party is involved, branches must refer to 

Corporate Partnerships, ideally through the 

CFRs, so that an appropriate sum can be 

agreed for the use of the logo by the 

third party. 

If  the branch or County/District w ants 

to produce promotional items, for 

example t-shirts for their volunteers to w ear 

at an event, the branch must obtain permission 

to use the logo on these items from HQ: any 

requests can be sent to 

mpostill@brit ishlegion.org.uk.  A branch or 

County is not permitted to use the logo on 

products that are intended for sale, as this 

w ould be trading.  

Where individual branch members w ant to use 

the logo, for example for a fundraising event, 

permission must be sought and a letter can be 

issued by Legal to allow  them to do this as a 

one-off, depending on the situation.  

St Georges Change in Status 
The Membership Council approved a 

recommendation for the St Georges Branch to 

have a change in status to that of a Sub-

branch of the Earl Haig.  The St Georges Sub-

Branch may st ill parade its Standard..

http://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/
http://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/index.php?p=newuser
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/index.php?p=newuser
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/index.php?p=newuser
http://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/your-country-needs-you
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/your-country-needs-you
mailto:penny_b_w@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mpostill@britishlegion.org.uk
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As many of you w ill recall, the Legion backed 

the Bravo 22 Company, w hich produced the 

amazing production of The Tw o Worlds of 

Charlie F at the Theatre Royal, Haymarket back 

in January 2011. It  w as cast from wounded 

and injured Servicemen and women, working 

alongside professional actors, and received 

incredible response from its tw o performances.  

The play has now  been taken over by a 

commercial theatre company and this w ill be 

touring in the Spring of 2014. The cast w ill st ill 

be w ounded and injured Servicemen and 

w omen, but this t ime w orking as paid-for 

professional actors.  

Because of the support the Legion have 

show ed to the project, the Company w ill be 

allow ing bucket collect ions for the Legion at all 

performances – and on the f irst night in each 

theatre, there w ill be a Gala night w ith some of 

the t icket money coming to the Legion.  

We are keen that local staff , members and 

volunteers are encouraged to support the 

production and are happy for you to ‘spread 

the w ord’ . We do w ant to ensure this show  

remains very attached to the Legion.  

The production w ill be show ing in London from 

17 - 22 March 2014 at the Richmond Theatre.   

Tickets are £25.00. For Service Personnel and 

Veterans & £10.00 t ickets are available  

The f irst night w ill be a fundraising Gala event 

for the RBL Poppy Appeal.  Tickets are sold at 

£50.00 w hich includes a premium seat, a drink 

in the interval, a champagne reception at the 

end of the play and a chance to meet the cast 

and the producers.  

For further information and t ickets 

contact Richmond Theatre on 0844 871 7651 

Or for general booking online details see:- 

http://w w w.atgt ickets.com/show s/the-tw o-

w orlds-of-charlie-f /richmond-theatre/ 

The Wild One 

Annual RBL Riders Event at the Ace Café 
Sunday 25 May 2014  

Do you enjoy being blinded by the glint of 

sunshine on chrome, the smell of leather and 

biker badges that are akin to TRBL? 

 

If  so, make a diary note - Sunday 25 May 

2014 - for one of the highlights of the RBL 

calendar year; for the RBL Riders in London are 

in the midst of organising their annual event at 

the Ace Café.  Come along for a fun-f illed 

colourful day at the famous Ace Café, North 

Circular Road, Stonebridge, London, NW10 

7UD http://w ww .ace-cafe-london.com/ 

 

To see w hat you missed last year; checkout 

the 2013 RBL Riders Ace Café Photo Gallery 

at:- 

http://w w w.f lickr.com/photos/96629202@N0

6/sets/72157633909715194/ 

http://www.atgtickets.com/shows/the-two-worlds-of-charlie-f/richmond-theatre/
http://www.atgtickets.com/shows/the-two-worlds-of-charlie-f/richmond-theatre/
http://www.ace-cafe-london.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/sets/72157633909715194/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/96629202@N06/sets/72157633909715194/
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Residents Unite to Plant an Elm Tree 

In Memory of Wilfred Coppen 

 

Wilfred Coppen, a much loved Stepney Green 

resident, served in the First Battalion of the 

Essex Regiment and w as 

aw arded four medals 

including the King’s medal 

for bravery for evacuating 

the surrounding houses 

during the Dunkirk 

evacuation, but he never 

talked about the w ar.  The 

community in and around Carlton Square 

banded together to have an Elm tree planted in 

his memory when he sadly passed to higher 

service last September. 

The Elm Tree w as donated to the residents by 

David Shreeve at the Conservation Foundation 

as part of the Great Elm Project and w ill be 

monitored for 20 years.  The Mayor of Tow er 

Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, supported the 

campaign to have £600 council fees w aived 

for the tree to be planted in a public space, and 

w as in attendance along w ith other residents 

helping replace soil around the tree.  The 

residents would like to thank Keith Woodard 

from the Parks department for all his help and 

felt  w ithout him it  would not have been 

possible; Keith helped w ith the preparation for 

the tree planting and for a bench to be named 

in his memory.   

Legion Representat ion w as provided by Rob 

Richier the District Chairman, Mick McManus, 

Membership Council Representat ive and the 

Walthamstow  Standard Bearer. 

 

Musical for Your Ears 
Legion members are being offered a discount 

to w atch a new  musical, 'ShellShock'  which 

w ill have its premiere at the Waterloo East 

Theatre in April.  The story is set in 1975 and 

centres on a soldier returning from w ar after 

suffering w ith shellshock and the effect it has 

on his family. There is also another strand to 

the musical w hich harks back to The Great 

War. 

Discount t ickets £13 (original price £15) 

* Concession t ickets £11 (original price £13) 

To obtain the discount , 

use the code SHELLS 

Book online 

w w w .w aterlooeast.co.uk  

(no booking fee) 

Dates:  

8 – 19 April 2014 

Tues - Sat at 7.30pm and 

Sun at 4.00pm 

No performances on 

Monday 

WATERLOO EAST 

THEATRE, Brad Street, 

London, SE1 8TN 

Box Off ice 0207 928 0060 

www.shellshockmusicals.com   

* Please contact the box off ice for eligible 

concessionary categories. 

http://www.waterlooeast.co.uk/
http://www.shellshockmusicals.com/
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Wreaths and Branch Expenditure 
For a number of years the pract ice of branches 

supplying w reaths for members’  funerals has 

been administered.  How ever there have been 

for some t ime misapprehensions as to how  the 

funding of these w reaths should be correct ly 

managed. 

Committee Off icials w ho have recently been on 

a Branch Treasurers course w ould be up-to-

date w ith the rules and regulat ions on how  

w reaths should be funded, as they w ould have 

been informed on the course what is the 

correct process. 

But for those of you where this is st ill a grey 

area, the follow ing is the Corporate Direct ive 

and has been the case for many years.   

Branches that purchase w reaths using Branch 

Funds are not permitted to provide these for 

free at members’  funerals.  The family or 

branch members should contribute to a 

collect ion to reimburse the branch funds for the 

cost of the w reath.  How ever, if  it is for a 

Branch Chairman or long standing Branch 

Off icial, it w ould be permitted as a ceremonial 

expense and ref lected as such in the branch 

accounts.  Wreaths are provided by the branch 

for free for Ceremonial Remembrance 

Occasions related to our UK Forces. 

When looked at nationally, if the pract ice of 

providing w reaths for free w ere permitted, this 

w ould be an unjust if iable loss of  charitable 

Legion funds.  For example; if every branch 

w as to purchase one w reath a year at a cost of 

£20, nationally this spend amounts to over 

£50,000pa of charitable income. 

Bearing in mind also that members are not 

necessarily Legion beneficiaries - branch funds 

should not be deplet ing charitable funds w ith 

the supply of w reaths for free. 

 

 

Support the building of the Columbia 

Market War Memorial 
If  you are in favour of a War memorial in The 

Rose Garden outside Sivill House in Hackney’s 

Columbia Road, add your name to the online 

petit ion to Tow er Hamlets.  The petit ion is to 

have a memorial to commemorate the air raid 

on Columbia Market, Columbia Road, E2 on the 

f irst night of the Blitz, 7 September 1940 

w hen a German bomb entered the ventilat ion 

shaft of the air raid shelter situated under the 

Great Hall of Columbia Market , w hich had a 

glass roof that caused mass devastat ion and 

the loss of 51 lives.  The memorial w ill be 

dedicated to those who died as a consequence 

and to those who survived and st ill survive.  

The online petit ion can be found at:- 

https://w w w.change.org/en-

GB/petit ions/tow er-hamlets-council-support-

the-building-of-the-columbia-market-w ar-

memorial?share_id= DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaig

n= mailto_link&utm_medium= email&utm_sour

ce= share_petit ion 

Membership Council  
Branches should now  be receiving the 

Membership Council (MC) New sletter w hich 

should not be confused w ith this Greater 

London District New sletter.  The MC is issued 

by the MC Administrat ion and provided in 

digital format only.  They are aw are of 

formatt ing/print ing issues and looking into 

correct ing these.  

Fraudulent Visitors 
Head Off ice has been alerted to some possibly 

fraudulent behaviour being conducted in the 

Legion’s name in Barnes, SW London. A man 

visit ing residential propert ies – in this case an 

elderly people’s complex w here the majority of 

residents are female and live alone – claiming 

he w orks for The Royal Brit ish Legion and is 

attempting to recruit  volunteers.  It ’ s not 

know n w hether he’s act ing alone or as part of 

a group.  

Please be advised to inform beneficiaries and 

the public that the Legion does not recruit  

volunteers door to door, and that our door to 

door fundraisers, w elfare volunteers and staff  

w ill generally carry ID w hich can be checked.   

Alert – Bogus Cash Collectors  

Members from the Hackney/Islington area 

reported into the District Off ice they had seen 

people calling door to door w ith collect ion 

buckets for the Poppy Appeal this February.   

https://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/tower-hamlets-council-support-the-building-of-the-columbia-market-war-memorial?share_id=DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaign=mailto_link&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
https://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/tower-hamlets-council-support-the-building-of-the-columbia-market-war-memorial?share_id=DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaign=mailto_link&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
https://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/tower-hamlets-council-support-the-building-of-the-columbia-market-war-memorial?share_id=DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaign=mailto_link&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
https://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/tower-hamlets-council-support-the-building-of-the-columbia-market-war-memorial?share_id=DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaign=mailto_link&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
https://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/tower-hamlets-council-support-the-building-of-the-columbia-market-war-memorial?share_id=DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaign=mailto_link&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
https://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/tower-hamlets-council-support-the-building-of-the-columbia-market-war-memorial?share_id=DKIDstUoVI&utm_campaign=mailto_link&utm_medium=email&utm_source=share_petition
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The Legion does not operate fundraising cash 

collect ions outside of the PA period, door to 

door.  If you are suspicious of the type of 

act ivity please notify the police.   

The Legion does have registered fundraisers 

that may call door to door but are only invit ing 

members of the public to donate via DD and 

are not permitted to take cash or cheques.  An 

art icle on page 7 of  the December 2013 GLD 

New sletter, detailed the new  init iat ive to 

members on how  this is being operated. 

WWI Commemoration 

Tips on Growing Poppies from Seeds 

Field poppies are triggered into germination 

w hen the soil is disturbed and they are 

exposed to light - w hich is w hy they are 

typically found in cornf ields, especially those 

ploughed in spring, and w hy they grew  w ith 

such a poignant presence in the shell-churned 

f ields of WWI. 

Field poppies w ill grow  w here lit t le else w ill: 

they prefer a sunny spot that is w ell drained.  

If  your soil is heavy, add in sand but do not 

add any manure or feed.  The seeds are as 

small as grains of sand – and it  is easier to 

sow  them if you mix w ith some sand and 

scatter evenly on the surface of the soil w here 

they are to grow .  Poppies do not like being 

moved nor replanted, and w ilt  quickly when 

picked, so are not good as a cut f low er.   

 

Each poppy f low er w ill produce around 17,000 

seeds, of which around 3,000 w ill remain 

viable and dormant in untilled ground for at 

least a century before burst ing into f low er 

w hen the ground is disturbed and the seeds are 

exposed to light.  Why not harvest your ow n 

seeds and replant for years to come. 

 

 

Digital Volunteering 
In the December 2013 New sletter, Page 6, an 

art icle about Canadian Remembrance featured 

Rosemary Ayre’s mission to have w reaths laid 

on her relat ives military grave in the UK.   

What transpired from this w as that Rosemary 

w as a ret ired corporate executive assistant 

w ith excellent proofing skills.  Rosemary kindly 

volunteered to proof read the GLD New sletter 

for the District Off ice.  Rosemary proved her 

w orth w ith a phenomenal eye for detail and a 

lightening turn around w hen tasked to return 

amendments – it  just goes to show  that in this 

digital age, even from afar a f ield as Canada – 

volunteers are every bit as valuable as those in 

the UK.   

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission Notice 
Due to an increased amount of act ivit ies and 

events taking place over the next f ive year 

commemoration period w ithin the 

Commonw ealth War Graves Commission 

(CWGC’s) cemeteries and memorials, the 

CWGC is making contact w ith all relevant 

organisers to request that they advise them in 

the early stages of any proposed events, 

act ivit ies and tours.  

This w ill enable them to log the details on their 

events database, w hich displays all events 

taking place over the period, f lagging of any 

closed sites, clashes of events or major works 

taking place.  

It  w ill also give them the opportunity to provide 

any support to the Legion if required, and 

w orking w ith their gardeners and technical 

teams, ensure the cemeteries are ‘event ready’  

in t ime for any planned Legion act ivit ies. 

Note: The CWGC is therefore requesting that 

any Legion staff, volunteers or members 

planning an event at one of their locations, or 

know  of one that is already taking place 

For events and act ivit ies enquiries/notif icat ions 

please contact Clare King or Jonathan Barr at 

cw gc14-18@cwgc.org or on 01628 507 111. 

mailto:cwgc14-18@cwgc.org
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AGM 11 Janaury 2014 

 

The AGM on 11 January 2014 at the Romford 

Club house saw  Rob Richier take up the role of 

the Greater London District Chairman.  The 

members also saw  the introduction of three 

new  members to the Committee w ith Alan 

Ronaldson, Chad Caress and Peter Tw idle 

being elected and 4 previous members; Jim 

Low ther, Syed Mahmood, Rob Cantw ell and 

Phil Beckinsale being re-elected to sit  on the 

Committee for a further term of off ice. 21 

Branches w ere represented with 26 delegates, 

24 guests, 16 GLD Committee members in 

attendance.  Follow ing the AGM, in January all 

branches w ere sent the draft  Minutes and 

scripts of the speeches.  All these documents 

can be dow nloaded from the GLD w ebsite at 

http://counties.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties/gre

ater-london/london-membership/district -

committee-members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you go home, tell them of us and say, 

For your tomorrow, we gave our today.

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/district-committee-members
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/district-committee-members
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/london-membership/district-committee-members
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Appendix A – GLD Youth Affiliation 
Youth Organisation Type of Group Branch Affiliated 

to in GLD 

Branch 

Code 

Date 

Commenced 

Merton Police Cadets Police Cadets Mitcham BR1005 Oct-2013 

32nd Deptford (All Saints) Scout Group Scouts 
Honor Oak & 
Brockley Branch 

BR0967 12-Nov-13 

Haberdashers Askes Federat ion Combined 
Cadet Force 

CCF 
Honor Oak & 
Brockley 

BR0967 21-Sep-11 

1st Balham & Tooting Scout Group Scouts 
Balham & South 
Clapham 

BR0983 29-Mar-11 

78 (Wembley) Sqn ATC ATC 
Wembley & 
Sudbury 

BR0939 01-Mar-09 

43 (St Lukes) Scout Group Scouts 
South West 
Ham 

BR3507 26-Oct-07 

101 (Kenton & Kingsbury) Sqn ATC ATC Harrow  BR0923 11-Sep-07 

1454 (Harrow) Sqn ATC ATC Harrow  BR0923 07-Sep-07 

Harrow  and Wembley Sea Cadet Corps SCC Harrow  BR0923 30-Aug-07 

Becontree Scout Group Scouts 
Becontree 
Chadw ell Heath 
& District 

BR0866 14-Oct-05 

1147 (Barking) Squadron ATC ATC Barking BR0864 03-Mar-05 

241 (Wanstead & Woodford) Squadron ATC ATC Loughton BR0890 05-Apr-02 

 

Appendix B - Greater London District Committee 

Name Position Local Branch Member 

Rob Richier Chairman Walthamstow  

Reg Pinney Vice Chairman Southgate 

Joanne Stevens Treasurer Elm Park 

Phil Beckinsale  Harrow  

Penny Bell-Wright DPRO Richmond 

Bryan Binning  Greenford 

Stan Bonner  Chingford 

Irene Brockey  Sunbury 

Robert Cantw ell  Chingford 

Chad Carress  Croydon 

Grif f  Grif f in  Romford 

Ray Harris  Southgate 

Jim Low ther  Chisw ick 

Syed Mahmood  Ilford 

Alan Ronaldson DPAC Chingford 

Peter Tw idle  Hillingdon & District  

Jack Weedon  Ilford 
By Appointment 

Standard Bearer:  Michael Foster 

Ceremonial Off icer:  Stan Heath 

Parade Marshal: Reg Burton 

District Chaplin Rev M.J. Ward 

Janet Salter  RBL WS, Metropolitan Central Committee Rep 

District Secretary:  Sarah Stephenson. Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 

Email    GLDmembership@brit ishlegion.org.uk 

Website:  http://w w w.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london 

mailto:GLDmembership@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london

