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Message from County Chairman - Andy Gregory 
In reflecting a message sent recently by the National Chairman, I 
too would like to pass on my grateful thanks to not only our 
CPAC, but also all PAO's, Members and volunteers for the unstint-
ing effort and support made by you all to help make the events of 
the Remembrance weekend and The Poppy Appeal the success it 
was. 
In particular a vote of thanks to Val Leivers and all Rotarians in 
the local district for their invaluable support for Branches, espe-
cially in the City of Nottingham itself.  

I appreciate that some of you have been hard at work to ensure events throughout 
the county were accomplished to the highest standard possible, and I’m hoping 
that this hard work will be reflected in the results of this year’s Poppy Appeal. 
It is very heartening to me that we have members, volunteers and staff who give 
up their time to make sure not just the weekend, but The Poppy Appeal as a 
whole, works for us and I know you have "pulled out all the stops" to help us 
ensure that we have the money to continue caring for all our beneficiaries and 
their families. 
TALBOT HOUSE – A HOME FROM HOME 
Ruddington and District Branch Secretary Marilyn 
Parker has just returned from spending 2 weeks at 
Talbot House acting as a Volunteer Warden.  
I have been visiting the Old House for many years 
conducting WW1 Casualty Research. During this 
time I have been welcomed by volunteer wardens 
from the UK and Commonwealth Countries. Now is 
the time for me to give something back to this 
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Welcome to the latest issue of Legion Knots - the magazine about the branches 
and for the branches of Nottinghamshire. 

Many of you will have been working tirelessly in support of this years Poppy Ap-
peal.  It is now time to relax and reflect on what went well, what didn’t go too 
well before starting planning for next year.  We celebrate some of those achieve-
ments in this issue 

No doubt plans will be underway for next year, the centenary of the start of the 
Great War.  We get in the mood with stories of TOC H. 
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wonderful ‘Living Museum’ by meeting and greeting 
residents and visitors and sharing its history. 
Talbot House was opened in the garrison town of Poper-
inge, Belgium in December 1915 as a club for ‘Everyman’. 
Here soldiers of all ranks could relax and enjoy relative 
comfort after the sights and sounds of the battlefields. The 
garden was a particular delight with green grass and 
colourful flowers to be enjoyed instead of mud and trench-
es and decimated trees and buildings. The most important place was the Upper 
Room high up in the attic. Here Tubby Clayton the Padre in-charge set up a 
Chapel. Many passing soldiers were christened, confirmed and received commun-
ion before moving to the battlefields. Many returned but sadly many did not. 
The house remained open until January 1919 with only a very short closure from 
May 1918 to September 1918 when Poperinge was receiving heavy enemy bom-
bardment. 

After WW1 Tubby Clayton kept the spirit of the house alive in 
the UK and with other members founded the TocH Association 
helping people who were finding life after the war difficult. Many 
families made the pilgrimage back to the Ypres Salient but it 
was not until 1926 that the owner of Talbot House Mr Coevoet-
Camerlynck allowed visits. He finally decided to sell the house in 
1929 and it was bought for £9,200.00 by Lord Wakefield. He 
then generously gave it to the Talbot House Association who 
continue to run and preserve the Old House today. After adapta-
tion the house was reopened as the ‘Everyman Club’ in April 
1931 with a resident Belgian Warden. 

During the German Occupation from 1940 to 1944 the people of Poperinge hid all 
the treasures from the house much to the disgust of the Germans who only found 
an empty house. 
Today the Old House remains open and you can come as a daily visitor to the 
Museum and House or if you are looking for a really special place to stay for B&B 
whilst visiting the WW1 Battlefields. You shouldn’t expect 4-star luxury but you will 
be well rewarded by experiencing the atmosphere and authenticity of this unique 
place. 
Visit www.talbothouse.be for more details. 

Marilyn Parker 
Editors Note 
 I too have personal experience of Talbot House having visited 
on several occasions. 
 One very special visit was in September 2008 whilst taking a 
short break with my family. 
 On our arrival at Talbot House I became aware of some 
activity near the front door, with photographers gathering in the 
street.  Once inside, the cause of the excitement was revealed. 
 Also present, for what subsequently turned out to be his final 
visit to Belgium was Harry Patch. 
 It was a great honour and privilege to meet Harry, the last 

Philip Thomas Byard 
Clayton (1885-1972), 
popularly known as 

'Tubby' Clayton. 

TocH - The garden 
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surviving Tommy who fought in the 
trenches. At 110 yrs of age, at the 
time, Harry was the second oldest 
person in the UK. 
 Also present were Richard Van 
Emden, co-author of ‘The Last Fighting 
Tommy’.  The story of an ordinary man 
living an ordinary life - Harry Patch, 
and Peter Barton, a well known histori-
an of WWI. 

 A BBC film crew were also on hand filming the occasion.  
 We also learned that Harry had paid for and unveiled the latest Memorial to 
the Fallen the previous day near Langemark, at the spot where Harry had ‘gone 
over the top’ in 1917. 
 We were also told that Harry was to attend the Menin Gate in Ypres that 
night.  Harry said a few words whilst a wreath was laid on his behalf. 
 I have personally attended the ceremony about a dozen times but none have 
been as special as this one, the last at which a survivor of the trenches was 
present.  This was certainly one weekend I will never forget. 

 
Clipstone & Forest Town 
Picture on the left is the Clipstone Parade with Jade Harpham as Standard Bearer, 

and the centre Is Forest Town with Debi Harrison-Musgrove Carrying the Standard.  
Music for both parades was provided by the Clipstone Army Cadet Band. 
City Branch 
Lt Cmdr Michelle Welsh RNR, Area training Officer, Sea Cadet Corps presents a 
cheque for £325 to Barry Miller, City Chairman.  Michelle raised the money by 
raffling a poppy Appeal Paddle which she had made.  Well done Michelle. 
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Worksop Masonic Lodge 
Remembrance Meal 
 

For a number of years now, Nottingham-
shire Masons have gathered in their very 
grand Temple for a Remembrance 
Service, followed by a superb meal.  This 
event has raised thousands of pounds in 
support of the Poppy Appeal, over the 
years.  It is wonderful to see our Cadet 
Forces out in numbers, some of them did 
Bible readings during the service, togeth-
er with school children from local schools.  
(The pictures are courtesy of Masons, 
Paul Hancock and Barry Lord.) 

 
Mapperley and Porchester- Sunday 17th November 2013 

The turnout was phenomenal.  
Rev Canon Phil Williams Led the Service 
at the Cenotaph. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the different Royal British 
Legion Branches who took part in the 
Parade, especially the Calverton, Wood-
borough & District Branch. Mr Glynn 
Evans the Carlton Branch Standard 
Bearer. The RBL Riders Branch. the 
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Guides, Brown-
ies and Rainbows, it was a joy to see 
their smiling faces. All the Dignitaries 

who gave up their Sunday morning to join us. The Polish Air Forces Association 
and not forgetting the members of the Boys & Girls Brigade who formed the Band. 
Finally a big thank you to Steve Hill who took the Parade. 

Zbigniew Gwardzinski (Gee) 
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Ruddington - By Marilyn Parker 
 
RBL Branch Members and residents of 
Ruddington assembled round the vil-
lage War Memorial to observe the 2 
minutes silence. The Last Post and Re-
veille was sounded by the Corps of 
Drums and Bugles of the Ruddington 
Detachment Army Cadets conducted by 
WO2 Bugle Major Jones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
County & City Poppy Launch 

The County Launch took place at County Hall West Bridgford on the 25th October 
and the City Launch at The Council House and at the County Ground on the 26th. 
 
Nottingham City Transport liveried a bus for the Poppy Appeal (pictured above 
with CPAC Janet Baker) 
 
Mathew Gregory proudly carried the wreath onto the pitch at the County ground 



Nottinghamshire Royal British Legion Registered Charity 219279     Legion Knots  6  

Editor - Pete Hopkins - legionknots@gmail.com - 01623 843944 - 26 Southgate Road, Market Warsop, Mansfield, NG20 0QZ 

Rotary District 1220 
Shoulder to Shoulder with the Royal British Legion. 

2013 is the third year that Rotary clubs in District 1220 have worked shoulder to 
shoulder with members of the Royal British Legion branches throughout our Dis-
trict on the Poppy Appeal. The idea for this worthwhile collaboration began in June 
2011 after the Rotary Showcase in the centre of Nottingham when I had a meeting 
with the then Lord Mayor, Michael Wildgust, who asked for our help. 

It was clear that the Nottingham City branch of the RBL had difficulties in covering 
large venues for two weeks with their dwindling and ageing membership and that 
there was great potential to increase revenue from the Poppy Appeal if extra help 
was available to cover collections at the major shopping centres and stores.  

We initially ran a pilot project in No-
vember 2011 which proved to be very 
successful. The RBL were delighted 
with Rotary's involvement locally in 
Nottingham so I asked for support to 
make this an initiative across RIBI 
(Rotary International in Great Britain 
and Ireland) where the RBL needed our 
help and this was duly adopted. I had 
the opportunity to speak to a meeting 
of RBL Poppy Appeal co-ordinators from 
all over the UK in Birmingham and they 
were very enthusiastic about the liaison 
with Rotary. They were given Rotary 
contacts in every District and the Poppy 
Appeal results since have been phe-

nomenal across RIBI with our help. 

Firstly I will speak about Rotary involvement in central Nottingham, purely as I 
have been closely involved in the planning and execution of collections in four 
large venues for two weeks. Clubs in Central and Trent groups offered their ser-
vices again and each club accepted responsibility to cover collections on their allo-
cated dates. Some clubs have been involved with the Poppy Appeal for many 
years. 

No doubt many readers of this article will know the difficulties we have in Rotary 
with our sleigh collection schedules so just imagine organising a rota for a total of 
360 hours with two people on duty at all times over a two week period, a total of 
720 hours to cover! 

After endless emails and telephone calls the rota was complete and collections be-
gan on Saturday 26 October. In central Nottingham alone over 350 Rotarians, 
their families and friends took part in the collections and the feedback has been 
excellent. Everyone really enjoyed the experience again and it truly reflects the 
strength of the "Poppy Appeal" brand which is so well supported by the generous 
public. It also gave Rotarians wonderful opportunities to be highly visible, wear 
their club tabards and engage the public in talk about Rotary. Many leaflets were 

Val accepted framed Certificates presented to her, By 
The County President and The County Chairman 
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Abort atone barnstone baron baronet baton bore born 
borne boar boat boater bonnet baron enrobe oast oat-

en onset orate ornate nano neon nero none norse 
nose note roan robe rose rote senator sonnet sorbet 

sort snore snort stone store strobe tabor  

handed out and the awareness of Rotary has certainly been improved. No longer 
will Rotary be remembered just for our sleigh collections! 

Turning to the rest of the District it is apparent that many clubs have been helping 
the RBL for many years and I had not realised that we have so many RBL mem-
bers in our ranks as well. DGN Roger Summers has again been co-ordinating Ro-
tary help in Derbyshire where needed and overall throughout District 1220 over 45 
clubs have been very active with the Poppy Appeal this year. 

All of this effort to fill the tins is not the end of the project as hundreds of tins 
have to be retrieved from other collection points, the proceeds counted and 
banked. At the time of writing the three central venues manned by Rotarians in 
Nottingham have passed £30,000 which is a record amount and a suburban, 
Sainsbury's again manned by Rotarians, collected a staggering £8,350. 

Figures for Derbyshire are not yet available, they are still counting. It takes weeks 
to finalise the collection total but we should be well up on last year’s figure. Rotary 
has really made a difference. 

I wish to say a huge "thank you" to everyone who has willingly taken part 
throughout the District and given freely of their time. It has been wonderful to see 
so many Rotarians spending time together with a smile on their faces, chatting to 
the public and really enjoying the experience. The way that clubs and individuals 
have worked together has been inspirational. 

At the RBL Ball recently I was surprised and delighted to be presented with a 
framed certificate awarded to Rotary District 1220 recognising the help and sup-
port given to the Poppy Appeal. 

I was even more surprised to receive a similar personal award but as I have said 
on previous occasions, none of this would have happened without the help and 
support of fellow Rotarians. 

We are already planning next year’s Poppy Appeal and I am confident that Rotari-
ans will once again be shoulder to shoulder with those RBL branches that need our 
help. Long may it continue as we support 
the largest charity that helps service per-
sonnel and their families! 

Rtn. Val Leivers 
 

 

KNOTTY WORD 
Cement for the mining industry was manufac-
tured in this Notts. village from 1885-2008. 
How many words of 4 or more letters can you 
make? O must be included. 

O 
B  N  N 

A  S  R  E  T 

Retford 
Standard Bearer 
Denis Scaife with 
his two grandchil-
dren, Josh and Dai-
sy on Remembrance 
Sunday. 
They like to recruit 
them young in Ret-
ford! 

Answer to Knotty Word 
Granny 37, Turks head 40, Top knot 43 
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Stuart Allen 
Membership Council Member for the East Midlands 

 
 Now I have completed my first six months in my new role, 
I am at last beginning to find my feet. Although I had been a 
County Vice-Chairman, I still felt a little in awe when I first ar-
rived at Haig House. What I could and couldn’t do: having my 
own Legion email, having to do my expenses online, ordering 
my rail tickets through the administrator who also books my ac-
commodation when I need to stay in London overnight for 
meetings; not forgetting my security pass to allow me access. 
That was just for starters. 
 The Region covers four Counties, Derbyshire, Leicester-
shire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire, entailing answering a variety 
of questions on numerous subjects. It did not take me very long 
to realise that the Management Handbook I was using, was very 
out of date, so a first priority was to update it with the number 
of amendments which have taken place over the last couple of 
years. Two days of downloading and printing sorted that out. Then guess what? Just a couple of 
months ago we were handed the draft of the new handbook. The idea of just having this available 
online is I feel a good one, as it will always be up to date. (Branch Secretaries will be able to ac-
cess it via a 
password.) 
 In addition to attending meetings at Haig House, all Council Members are on at least one sub
-committee. Mine is The Legion Complaints Committee, with my interest in law I find it to be very 
interesting. Recently I have been asked to sit on The Annual Conference Committee as one of two 
non-voting members of the Council. My first meeting is in a fortnight, which I am looking forward 
to attending. 
 Like all Council Members I have a ‘Champion’ subject, mine is Volunteering. With the changes 
taking place in the way we present ourselves to the public, this has taken on a new outlook. With 
area offices and secondary locations being opened all the time, we do need more volunteers to 
help run these advice centres. Mike Gale (Head of Volunteering) and I are forging a good working 
relationship, as I am very conscious of the wonderful help that our members give. This means that 
I will ensure that they are not neglected when we recruit people for the many differing roles which 
we now require our volunteers to undertake. 
 Up to date I have attended three of the four County Committee Meetings and look forward to 
going to Lincolnshire when they open their new County Office. 
 On April 26 2014, I am looking forward to welcoming Branch Delegates who will be attending 
Annual Conference, for a briefing on the proposed Charter Motion to be held at Portland College 
starting at 1400. The Director General Chris Simpkin will also be attending. 
 In November the National President invited the Membership Council to the Royal Albert Hall 
for the Festival of Remembrance; on the Sunday we joined Members of the Board of Trustees in 
leading the Parade in Whitehall. This was the first time that this had happened. It was such a privi-
lege and honour to represent the membership on two memorable occasions. 
 May I close by thanking all the Branches that voted for me, those that did not I will still give 
my full support to you, as I strive to fight for all we believe, and despite many differing channels, 
we are still ONE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION. 

Future Events 2014 
 
June 
1st - Annual Parade and Service, Southwell 
 
September 
28th - County Lunch - South Forest Leisure Centre, Edwinstowe 


