
Record Breaking - London Poppy Day 
On Thursday 7 November 2013  ‘London Poppy Day’  became the largest street collect ion of 

its kind ever held in the UK.  A staggering £1 million w as raised in less than 24 hours, as 

more than 2,000 members of  the Armed Forces and their supporters took to the streets of 

London to collect donations for this year’s Poppy Appeal.   

 
Army lads collecting at Covent Garden 

Now  in its eighth year, London Poppy Day (LPD) saw  personnel from the Royal Navy, Army 

and RAF hit  80 tube and train stat ions across the London transport netw ork, Heathrow  

Terminals 5 and Brit ish Airw ays Waterside, Cargo and Engineering, and at hubs including 

Leaden Hall and Covent Garden.  

Duncan Welham, London Poppy Day organiser said: “ A big thank you to all Londoners who 

helped to achieve this total that just a few  years ago seemed impossible.”  

 

More on LPD page 8 
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London Remembers – District Parade, 22 September 2013 (4 page special) 

 

A fantast ic turnout w as w itnessed on 22 September 

2013 in the Richmond area w hen the Greater London 

District held its second Parade since being formed.  The 

Royal Brit ish Legion in London displayed an 

overw helming unity and comradeship for anyone 

w itnessing this aw esome event and there could only be 

one message for those seeing such a spectacular 

Parade - the Legion lives on in London, stronger than 

ever, ‘Standing shoulder to shoulder with all who 

serve’.   

The National Standard; Standards from GLD Branches; 

Regimental Associat ions; Women’s Section; Army, Air 

and Sea Cadets; w ere present along w ith Chelsea 

Pensioners and motor cycles of the RBL Riders Branch.  

Thankfully they w ere not subject to the horrendous 

w eather of 2012, and w ere able to parade through 

Richmond Tow n Centre w ith the colours of the 

Standards f lying in all their glory to the music of the 

Surbiton Youth Marching Band.  Reg Burton, the 

District Parade Marshal along w ith Stan Heath, the 

District Ceremonial Off icer, excelled again 

organisationing the Parade.  The service w as held at St 

Mary Magdalene Church and afterw ards a Sunset 

Ceremony held at the Richmond Branch location 

follow ed by a buffet reception.  A total of 38 standards 

w ere present and going by this year’s turnout – next 

year is expected to be as splendid – if not better.  
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An air of  excitement could 

be felt  as everyone took their 

posit ions and the Riders 

engines f ired up ready for the 

start of the day’s 

proceedings. 

Make a provisional calendar entry 

for the 2014 ‘London Remembers’  

Parade on Sunday 21 September 

at Richmond.  Any Standard 

Bearers, Youth aff iliated groups 

and cadets w ho w ish to march in 

the Parade should contact Stan 

Heath on 01784 255006.  All are 

w elcome. 

 

To view  the full photo gallery go to  

http://counties.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties

/greater-london/remembrance-in-

london/annual-district -parade-2013 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/annual-district-parade-2013
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/annual-district-parade-2013
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/annual-district-parade-2013
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Sunset Ceremony 

 

For full photo gallery go to http://counties.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-

in-london/annual-district-parade-2013 

 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/annual-district-parade-2013
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/annual-district-parade-2013
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The Mayor of Richmond upon Thames - Meena Bond – hitching a lift back to the club house on a Riders Trike 

The National 

Chairman, John 

Crisford w as in 

attendance and 

commented 

afterw ards as 

follow s:-  

“ It  w as a great 

pleasure for me to 

attend London' s 

Annual parade at 

Richmond last  

September.  I w as 

also pleased to be 

able to ask The 

National Standard 

Bearer to be present.  

What an honour it  w as to have Norman, 

w ho had travelled all the w ay from 

Cookstow n, Northern Ireland, to parade w ith what I feel should be and can be the ‘ f lagship’  District 

of the country and indeed The Legion.  We both enjoyed ourselves so much that w e w ant to attend 

again this coming year, and I would love to see all branches of the District pulling together w ith their 

Standards and joining both myself and the National Standard Bearer, so that w e can all make 

‘London Remembers’  the talked about parade of the year.”  

London Remembers Photographs by kind permission of Lin Reynolds, Deputy PAO Elm Park 

Photo of Meena Bond, Mayor of Richmond upon Thames, provided by Penny Bell-Wright

L-R: John Crisford; Reg Burton; Ray Harris.  
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Legion assists with - 

Canadian Remembrance 
Rosemary Ayre, who was born in Wimbledon 

but moved to Canada, had an uncle w ho w as 

killed in Burma w hen the w ar w as almost over 

and w as buried in India.  No one had ever been 

able to go to his grave and for many years, 

Rosemary had w anted to put a w reath on his 

grave but couldn' t  work out how  to, so being 

quite savvy on the internet w hile googling 

‘ Imphal’  - she came across a link to the Legion.  

It  w as through this she got in contact w ith 

TRBL and has arranged for several years to 

have a w reath laid on Frank' s grave.  She also 

arranged to have a w reath placed in France at 

her Grandmother’s brother' s grave.  

But Rosemary held an unfulf illed w ish to place 

a w reath on her Uncle Desmonde’s grave at 

Northw ood Cemetery in November when the 

tributes are laid before Remembrance Sunday. 

 
Desmonde in a Spitfire 

Rosemary’s father and Uncle Desmonde w ere 

born in St. John' s, Newfoundland, Canada; 

and w hen her father was contacted many 

years ago by a Canadian historian w ho w as 

w rit ing a book about the contribut ion Canadian 

pilots had made  in WWII this is w hat her 

father w rote to him: 

" during the evacuation from Dunkirk, the 

609 Squadron w as moved to Northolt  to 

patrol the beaches, and it  w as w hilst 

returning from one of many numbers of 

these patrols that Desmonde' s f light ran 

into thick fog over England, w ith low  fuel 

tanks.  There w as a radio silence, and the 

f light became lost. With visibility zero and 

pract ically an exhausted petrol supply, 

scattered landings had to be attempted.  A 

factory appeared suddenly in Desmonde' s 

f light path and, to avoid it , he pulled up 

sharply.  This got him over the roof, w ith a 

stall and a severe crash, to the open ground 

beyond.  Desmonde died of his injuries on 

the w ay to hospital....he w as tw enty f ive."   

Rosemary has since found out the factory w as 

an explosives factory at Great Oakley – and 

there may have been many more casualt ies 

if  her Uncle had not been able to pull up.  

Rosemary again turned to the Legion and 

emailed Sarah Stephenson (District Secretary) 

for help – w ho through the branch network 

found assistance from the Ruislip Branch 

Chairman Ray Armstrong.  Ray made 

arrangements to have Rosemary’s w reath laid 

on 2nd November 2013 at the Norwood 

Cemetery.  Rosemary w ould like to thank Ray 

Armstrong, Wing Commander Jon Beck and 

the Legion for all their help and kindness w ith 

her request from across the w aters. 

 
Wreath laid by Wing Commander Jon Beck from 

32(Royal) Squadron RAF Northolt. 

Nick Hurd, MP for Ruislip –

acknowledges work of Legion 

Extract from Hansard 23 October 2013 - 
Northwood & Pinner 

" Just as my hon. f riend the Member for Ilford 

North (Mr Scott) skillfully intervened to place 

on record his huge admirat ion for the w ork of 

the Royal Brit ish Legion in his constituency, I 

must also take the opportunity to place on 

record my recognit ion of the incredible work 

done in the ‘ third North’ , w hich is my 

constituency of Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner, 

in part icular the w ork of the Legion’s branch at 

Eastcote, w hich managed to get a cheque out 
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of me and w hich looks after me incredibly w ell 

during the remembrance services there."  

Kings Cross Rededication –  

27 October 2013 
The original memorial was erected in 1920 by 

the Great Northern Railw ay, naming employees 

w ho fell in the Great War of 1914-18. It w as 

further dedicated to employees of the London 

and North Eastern Railw ay w ho lost their lives 

in the Second World War of 1939-45. The 

memorial w as f irst relocated in 1973 and to 

protect the memorial during the recent w ork on 

redeveloping the stat ion it  w ent into temporary 

storage in 2008.  The marble tablets list ing the 

names of the fallen, w as redesigned echoing 

the eleven men in John Singer Sargent' s 1919 

famous paint ing ' Gassed'  at the Imperial War 

Museum.

 
The service w as held on the platforms 3-7 at 

King’s Cross stat ion and off iciated by The 

Right Reverend Nigel McCulloch, TRBL’s 

National Chaplain and formerly Bishop of 

Manchester; alongside clergy of the Railw ay 

Mission and The Right Reverend Michael J 

Ward CJ. OSJ (Friern Barnet ' s Chaplin) and 

Standard Bearers.  The acoustics of the stat ion 

accentuated the divine vocals of the City of 

London Choir.  More photos can be view ed at 

http://counties.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties/gre

ater-london/remembrance-in-london/kings-

cross-rededication. 

Youth Membership 
Further to the decision made by the 

Membership Council follow ing National 

Conference to reintroduce an annual 

membership card for Youth members instead 

of a one off  proof of membership letter, all 

Youth members w ill receive a membership card 

in October which w ill be valid until 30 

September 2014 and then renew ed on 1 

October 2014, but w ithout any addit ional 

charge to the Youth member until they become 

a full member. 

Door to door fundraising 
The Royal Brit ish Legion' s Direct Marketing 

team are visit ing homes in specif ied areas of 

London, Guildford and Bristol to ask residents 

to consider making a regular gif t to The Royal 

Brit ish Legion.  They are hoping to recruit  

5,000 new  regular givers from this act ivity and 

aiming to raise a 12 month income of 

£534,600. The door-to-door team are 

professional fundraisers w ho w ear branded 

RBL clothing and have off icial identif icat ion. 

Any complaints w e receive from residents are 

investigated and acted upon. The main query 

RBL currently receive is w hether the 

fundraisers are genuine, w hich is w here 

posit ive communications from Branches can 

allay these concerns. The fundraisers have 

registered w ith the Police in each county and 

this information should have been cascaded to 

the local stat ions. 

If  a resident is obviously suspicious and not 

keen to complete the donation form in the 

presence of the fundraiser, the fundraiser w ill 

leave the form w ith the resident to complete 

and return themselves.  It  is preferable for the 

resident to complete the paperw ork at the t ime 

of the fundraiser’s visit , because otherw ise it 

tends to get forgotten, forms get lost , etc. 

This is why they are encouraged to complete 

the form immediately if  they are interested and 

hand it back to the fundraiser, rather than the 

fundraiser simply distribut ing forms to 

residents. Residents w ho sign up to make a 

gif t  are left  w ith a ‘What happens next’  card 

w here they are informed they w ill be called to 

confirm their gif t and then after this w ill 

receive a thank you letter.  

Any complaints or queries can be directed to: 

Supporter Care helpline: 0845 845 1945 or 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/kings-cross-rededication
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/kings-cross-rededication
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/kings-cross-rededication
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Project Managers: Raj Bains and Simon 

Johnson Tel: 0203 207 2255 / 0203 465 

9183 |  Email: rbains@brit ishlegion.org.uk 

sjohnson@brit ishlegion.org.uk 

Thank you for your support w ith this important 

fundraising init iat ive. 

Duty Bound to meet and greet with 

Royalty 
Poppy Appeal collector Frank Underhill w as not 

at his usual spot at Ruislip Manor Stat ion on 

Thursday 7 November due to attending the 

Field of Remembrance Service at Westminster 

Abbey. Frank, a Committee Member of 

Eastcote Branch RBL, w as there to meet and 

greet HRH the Duke of Edinburgh and Prince 

Harry on behalf of the Royal Corps of Signals 

Associat ion. 

Here Frank is show ing his grandfather' s WWI 

poppy to TRBL President, Vice Admiral Peter 

Wilkinson and HRH Prince Harry. 

Lloyd’s 
The Greater London District is privileged to 

have the ‘Lloyd’s and City of London Branch’  

as one of the most inspirat ional branches 

under its w ing.  The annual fundraising event 

know n as ‘London Poppy Day’  w as the brain 

child of the ‘Lloyd’s of London’  Branch 

Committee members, Ben Hancock and 

Duncan Welham.  The Branch mostly made up 

of its ex/employees have corporate business 

connections that benefit  the Legion w hen it  

comes to the Committee’s primary drive for 

large scale fund raising.  Lloyd’s hold one of 

the most w ell know n Remembrance Services in 

the City of London w ith assistance from the 

Branch co-ordinating the various elements 

involved.  A transformation takes place w hen 

the famous ‘ inside out building’  becomes a 

modern day cathedral.  Staff  line the balconies 

and escalators to see the Remembrance 

Ceremony take place where the Lutine Bell 

stands in the w ell of the building.  Lloyd’s of 

London is the last remaining trade branch w ith 

business networks extending into the heart of 

the City.  To ref lect the true extent of its remit 

the branch has recently undergone a name 

change to that of ‘Lloyd’s & City of London’. 

Record Breaking - London Poppy Day 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Generous Londoners Rally to raise £1 Million 

London Poppy Day w as supported by Their 

Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of 

Cambridge, Prime Minister David Cameron, 

London Mayor Boris Johnson, actress Barbara 

Windsor and BBC’s Strict ly Come Dancing 

crew  among others. The day included 20 

military bands, a touring Routemaster bus, 

abseiling Royal Marines, a river-class patrol 

ship HMS Tyne docked in Canary Wharf, 

poppy branded transport, and a full day of 

music on stage at Covent Garden. 

Tales of generosity from Londoners emerged, 

w ith one collector left  surprised when an off ice 

w orker, f inding he had no change to buy a 

poppy, w ithdrew  his daily limit of £300 from a 

nearby cash point and stuffed it into the Poppy 

Appeal bucket. Uniformed collectors raised 

over £3,000 in under 20 minutes at a city 

insurance f irm, selling over 150 sets of Poppy 

cuff links. And on the trading f loors of Canary 

Wharf the popular poppy cuff links w ere 

changing hands for over £150 a pair.  

Many companies allowed uniformed personnel 

to ‘w alk the f loors’  of their off ices to collect, 

w ith some generously matching w hat their 

employees raised. There w as also in-kind 

support from key corporate partners including 

TfL, Netw ork Rail, Barclaycard and G4S.  

Charles Byrne Director of Fundraising at the 

Royal Brit ish Legion said:  “ The generosity of 

the people of London has been overw helming. 

We are so grateful to all those w ho donated, 

plus all those who gave up their t ime to 

volunteer – London Poppy Day wouldn’ t have 

been possible w ithout them. Every poppy helps 

raise the £1.6 million needed by the Legion 

each w eek to deliver direct pract ical care and 

support to the Armed Forces community.”   

mailto:gbaxter@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:sjohnson@britishlegion.org.uk
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Branches in Decline - Options to 

consider 
If  you are a small branch that  

 struggles to elect a full complement of 

off icials and to meet w ith essential 

requirements expected of an RBL 

branch for it  to be compliant under the 

Governance rules of the Royal Charter 

and Management Handbook 

 Branch committee and General 

meetings have lit t le to agenda items  

 the branch does not send delegates to 

the District  AGM or National 

Conference  

 membership numbers are in decline  

 w ould seek a change in status or other 

alternatives to ensure longevity of the 

branch 

your branch may like to consider these 

three possibilit ies:- 

1. Sub-branch Status 

For example, this would suit a small branch 

(circa 25 members) w ithout an aff iliated club 

and w ith very lit t le movement on the branch 

accounts throughout the year but w hose 

primary act ivit ies are w ith the Poppy Appeal 

and Remembrance in November and enjoy 

meeting up socially.  If  the branch is able to 

f ind a parent branch that is w illing to take on 

the responsibilit ies of administrat ion for their 

branch accounts and both branches have it  

agreed at Branch general meetings for this 

change – Sub-branch status is a possibility to 

consider.  The Sub-branch is permitted to keep 

and have a Standard Bearer parade their 

standard.  The Sub-branch can return to full 

branch status if they f ind they are in a posit ion 

to do so w ith increased membership etc. 

Key points 

The Sub –Branch having no delegated Trustee 

authority are not accountable and as such 

hand over the administrat ion of their funds to 

the parent branch.  The parent branch become 

signatories of the Sub-branch accounts and 

earmark in their account yearly returns the 

Sub-branch funds as restricted funds.  The 

Parent Branch is not able to spend these funds 

on anything other than the sub branch’s 

act ivit ies and RBL charitable w ork and must 

keep the funds separate from theirs. 

The Sub-branch should appoint a 

representat ive from their group of members to 

sit  on the parent branch Committee, and 

through this channel they express the w ishes 

of the Sub-branch and any 

expenditure/transactions that needs to be 

act ioned.  The parent branch should not take 

advantage of their position to be unnecessarily 

restrict ive and obstruct ive w ith this 

responsibility. At renewal the cards go to the 

parent branch to administer the collect ion of 

subscript ion fees.   

“ The Sub-branch are a group of members that 

continue to meet up - how  they organise 

themselves w ithin that group is up to them, for 

instance, if they decide to appoint a leader, 

Secretary etc.,”  this is reasonable BUT these 

roles are not recognised by the RBL as off icials 

 having delegated authority.  If the CFR 

appoints any of them as a PAO that is w ithin 

the CFR remit to do so.  

They cannot send delegates to Conference, 

nominate for posit ions on District or National 

Committees or apply for Festival of 

Remembrance t ickets.   

There may be some confusion on both sides 

w ith the misapprehension the Sub-branch 

members are members of the parent branch, 

this is not so.  The representat ive cannot 

inf luence or have any say in the running of the 

parent branch w hen sit t ing w ith the parent 

Branch’s Commit tee.   

2. Amalgamation 

Both branches again have to agree to this w ith 

a majority vote at branch general meetings but 

the failing branch effect ively closes and the 

members move to the receiving Branch.  The 

funds are also transferred into the receiving 

branch to be consolidated as one fund (except 

for Trust funds).  The failing branch has its 

Standard laid up and cannot be paraded.   

3. Minimum Regulation Status 

Royal Charter GR37 (b) outlines the criteria for 

this; it  permits branches w ith members of less 

that 25 to apply.  Effect ively, it dispenses w ith 

the requirements of RC GR 33, 34, 35, 36 and 

37 (a).   

All of these options need to be approved by 

the District Committee and then the 

Membership Council.  If your branch is 

considering any of these options and your 
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branch needs further guidance please contact 

the District Secretary, Sarah Stephenson. Tel 

020 3207 2484 or email 

sstephenson@brit ishlegion.org.uk. 

Messages from HO Finance 

Department - 

1. Barclays Audit Charges 

It  is most likely that all branches would have 

received tw o invoices from Barclays notifying 

them that their accounts w ill be charged an 

audit  fee but it  has been agreed that these 

charges w ill not be applied.  We have been 

informed by Barclays that an invoice is 

automatically produced and sent out once a 

request is made even though it has been 

agreed that the charges w ill not be applied. 

The reason for receiving two invoices is 

because around late August our auditors 

mistakenly sent a request to the bank too 

early, generating the f irst invoice and then the 

off icial requests w ent out in early October, 

generating the second invoice. 

As mentioned above it  has been agreed that 

charges w ill not be applied and therefore you 

can momentarily ignore the invoices but w e 

w ould urge the branches to check their 

statements around both the 12 th Sept and 29 th 

Oct to ensure that no charges have been 

applied.  If  in the event an account has been 

charged, please contact the District Secretary 

w ith the account details and the date of the 

charge so that Finance can chase Barclays to 

refund it.  

2. Branch Property Trusts - BPT 

It  has not yet been decided the dates for the 

roll-out of quarterly returns for BPT-connected 

branches, as this w ill be decided once w e have 

evaluated the pilot.  How ever, w hat I can say 

is that: 

 It  is st ill our intention to roll out 

quarterly returns during 2014 

 We w on’ t ask a branch to submit 

quarterly returns unless they have been 

sent a branch pack 

 LOMAS should be the preferred method 

for submitt ing quarterly returns as it  is 

less onerous for branches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Poppy appeal Launch at the RAF base in 

Northolt , to the amusement of all w atching, 

the Legion’s YouTube spoof w as view ed on 

the tw o big screens either side of the stage.  

To see this fun video, check it  out at:- 

http://www.youtube.com/user/royalbritishlegion 

National Secretariat - Restructure 
The departure of Rhona Clarke and John 

Myerscough from the Governance and 

Administrat ion Department has presented us 

w ith an opportunity to restructure the work of 

the department, not least to pass to the 

Membership Department Legion Aw ards and 

Cups and Aw ards presented at Annual 

Conference.  From the date of this notif icat ion, 

therefore, Legion Aw ards and Cups and 

Aw ards w ill be dealt  w ith by Naomi Sesay in 

Membership.  With the departure of John 

Cullis from the Legal Department, Naomi w ill 

also deal w ith matters relat ing to the 

governance of Annual Conference and the 

Conference Committee.  A dedicated e-mail 

address annualconference@brit ishlegion.org.uk 

has been established for matters relat ing to the 

governance of Annual Conference:   

 

The Governance and Administrat ion 

Department w ill continue to deal w ith matters 

affect ing the Board of Trustees and the 

Executive Group.  The team is as follows: 

 

 Allan Burgin – Head of Governance and 

Administrat ion 

 Rebecca Irw in – Departmental Co-

ordinator 

 Andrea Forder – Secretary to the 

National Off icers. 

 

 

mailto:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/user/royalbritishlegion
mailto:annualconference@britishlegion.org.uk
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Merton Volunteer Police Cadets 

proud to march with the Royal 

British Legion in Mitcham’s 

Remembrance Sunday Parade 
 

Armed Forces Day this year saw the affiliation of 

the Merton Volunteer Police Cadets with the 

Mitcham Branch of the RBL. 

A united front -Merton Police Cadets with Mitcham 

Branch RBL on AFD 

On Sunday 10 November 2013, Merton’s 

Volunteer Police Cadets (VPC) were proud to join 

the Remembrance Sunday parade in Mitcham. 

The team of 30 were led by Cadet coordinator (& 

British Legion member) PC Tim Mann and VPC 

Colour Party, Cadets Will Moss, Leah Lodge and 

Chris Watkins.  

As the first VPC unit in London to be granted 

formal youth group affiliation to the Royal British 

Legion, the Merton police cadets were proud to 

live up to the Royal British Legion motto, 

“Shoulder to shoulder with all who serve”. 

 
Marching at the Remembrance Parade 

This year’s Mitcham Parade, led by Parade 

Marshal David Gould from the Scouts with the 

Wandle District and First Wallington Scout Band, 

marched from the British Legion Hall in St Marks 

Road through Mitcham Town Centre to the 

Mitcham War Memorial in Cricket Green. The 

Remembrance Service was conducted by the 

Reverend Nigel Stone, Vicar of St Mark’s 

Mitcham.  Wreathes were laid by Siobhan 

McDonagh, MP, local councillors and Merton 

Council representatives. 

L – R: PC Tim Mann, Merton youth engagement and 

Cadets coordinator; Police Cadet Will Moss aged 16, 

Superintendent David Palmer, Merton Police. 

Other wreathes were laid by the Chairman of the 

Mitcham Branch of the Royal British Legion, Mr 

Allan Barley (who also represented the RAF), 

Superintendent David Palmer; Merton Police; Fire 

Fighter Billy Hernman, London Fire Brigade and 

other organisations.  The Merton Volunteer Police 

Cadet wreath was laid by Cadet Emmanuel Ford 

and Cadet Dan Zelnis. The Salute was taken by 

Deputy Mayor of Merton Councillor John Sargent 

and Mr Allan Barley, Chairman of the Mitcham 

Branch.  

Superintendent David Palmer, Merton Police, 

said “I am very proud of our police cadets and 

their adult staff, who have worked so hard for 

today’s Remembrance Service parade and given 

up their own time today to take part.” 

Cadet Emmanuel Ford said “I was nervous about 

laying our wreath, but it’s important to pay 

respects for what all our Armed Services have 

done and are doing, on a special day like today.” 

Alan Barley, Chairman of Mitcham Branch, Royal 

British Legion, said “I would like to thank the 
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Merton Volunteer Police Cadets for their very 

smart and professional turn-out today, and we are 

very pleased to welcome them on affiliation to our 

Mitcham Branch. We look forward to working 

closely with the police cadets in the future.”   

Tower Hamlets Citizenship 

Ceremonies 

 
GLD Official Syed Mahmood as the Dignitary on 7 th 

November 2013 - 3rd from left 

A chance email to the District secretary from 

the Tow er Hamlet ’s Registrar w as the start of 

a new  init iat ive for the GLD Committee.  The 

message w as a request if  it w ould be possible 

for the Legion to provide dignitaries to 

congratulate and present cert if icates on behalf 

of the Tow er Hamlet’s Registrar.  It  w as quite 

an honour to represent the Legion in this 

capacity as the occasion is a momentous and 

very extremely proud moment for those 

receiving their Brit ish Cit izenship.  Once all the 

relevant documentation and immigrat ion 

checks have been made and approved, they 

are invited to take part in this ceremony.  

Those receiving their new  status as a Brit ish 

Cit izen are permitted to invite family and 

guests and have a professional photographer 

capture the special moment they receive their 

cert if icate.  The ceremonial room, quite grand 

w ith chandeliers, the UK Flag and picture of 

the HRH the Queen, has everyone taking the 

oath assembled on one side of the room, and 

guests sit t ing on the other side of the room to 

w itness the proceedings.  A speech w rit ten 

specif ically for RBL dignitaries by Syed 

Mahmood (w ith guidance from the Registrar) is 

read out by the GLD dignitary at the lectern 

before presenting each individual w ith their 

cert if icate. The ceremony is concluded w ith 

the singing of two verses of ‘God Save The 

Queen’ .  Follow ing this a photo opportunity for 

the new  cit izens to pose w ith the RBL dignitary 

takes place. 

Syed is the GLD Committee Off icial leading on 

this new  init iat ive and w ill be taking it forw ard 

to raise the prof ile of the Legion throughout 

London and engage w ith other Boroughs 

w here they hold similar Cit izenship 

ceremonies.   

Standard Bearers Competition 
The results from the District Standard Bearers 

Contest held at Kneller Hall on 16th November 

2013 are as follows:- 

1st Posit ion - Michael Foster  

2nd Posit ion - Liam Doyle 

Both are members of the Richmond Branch. The 

winner automatically takes up the role as the 

Greater London District’s Standard Bearer.  

Volunteers Wanted 
The London Area Team is currently 

establishing regular Advice and Information 

drop-in sessions for ex-Service Personnel and 

their families.  As part of this, they w ant to 

place leaflets in GP surgeries, community 

centres and voluntary organisations to let 

people know  about the services the Legion can 

offer.  During December and January they 

w ould like to distribute leaflets in nine 

boroughs (Croydon, Ealing, Hammersmith & 

Fulham, Haringey, Lambeth, Lew isham, 

Merton, Southw ark and Wandsw orth).  If  you 

are interested in giving a day to help to 

distribute leaflets, please contact Paul Haw kins 

on 08457 725 725 or email 

London@brit ishlegion.org.uk.  If  you are not 

able to give a day but w ould be happy to take 

a small bundle of leaf lets to your local 

community centre or GP surgery on your next 

visit  they w ould st ill like to hear from you. 

Arctic Convoy 
The service to 

commemorate the 

recent aw ard of a 

new  medal for valor 

and bravery, The 

Arct ic Star, w as held 

in remembrance and 

thanksgiving for the 

men w ho fought in 

the treacherous 

mailto:London@britishlegion.org.uk


 

Should er  t o  should er  w it h  all w ho  serve  13 

Arct ic Convoys of WWII, and w as hosted by 

David Burrow es MP Member of Parliament for 

Enfield Southgate. It  was held at 2.45pm on 

16 November at Enfield's Memorial (outside of 

the Civic Centre) dedicated to those who 

sailed on the convoys. 

 

Enfield is very fortunate to have several of the 

surviving heroes of the Arct ic convoys st ill 

living in their community and possess one of 

the only dedicated Memorials to the Arct ic 

Convoys in the whole of the country. David 

Burrow es MP, w as one of the lead 

campaigners for the Arct ic Star to be created, 

alongside many veterans and others across the 

UK.  Veterans, now  only a few  hundred strong 

throughout the country, are aged in their late 

eighties and nineties and w ere joined at the 

event by families, together w ith other local 

MPs, councilors and representat ives of Enfield 

military organisations.  

 

 

The Right Reverend Michael J Ward CJ. OSJ 

(Friern Barnet' s chaplin) laid a w reath on behalf 

of the Royal Brit ish Legion.  Full gallery of 

photos can be view ed at  

http://counties.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties/gre

ater-london/remembrance-in-london/arct ic-

convoy-memorial 

National Army Museum 

 

Did you know  in 1647 Christmas w as almost 

cancelled? Visit  the Museum as they travel back in 

t ime to the English Civil Wars! The King is capt ive 

but plott ing, and the Long Parliament is trying to 

cancel Christmas! Suitable for ages 5-11.  

FREE EVENT. National Army Museum, Royal 

Hospital Road, Chelsea, London, SW3 4HT 

Full details on their w ebsite:- 

http://w w w .nam.ac.uk/w hats-on/events/christmas-

cancelled 

Stanley Spencer Exhibition 

 ‘Heaven in a Hell of War ‘– at Somerset House  
7 November 2013 – 26 January 2014 

Leading up to the 100th commemoration of 

the outbreak of the First World War, the 

exhibit ion w ill feature a series of large scale 

canvas panels from one of the most original 

and acclaimed Brit ish painters of the 20th 

century.  Spencer painted scenes of his ow n 

w art ime experiences, as a hospital orderly in 

Bristol and as a soldier, also on the Salonika 

front.  His recollect ions, painted entirely from 

memory, focus on the domestic rather than 

combative and evoke everyday experience – 

w ashing lockers, inspecting kit, sort ing 

laundry, scrubbing f loors and taking tea – in 

w hich he found spiritual resonance and 

sustenance.  

FREE EVENT.  Open daily 10.00-18.00 (last 

entry 17.30) until 21.00 (last entry 20.30) on 

Thursday 7, 21 November & 12, 19 

December. 

http://w w w.somersethouse.org.uk/visual-

arts/stanley-spencer 

http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/arctic-convoy-memorial
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/arctic-convoy-memorial
http://counties.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/greater-london/remembrance-in-london/arctic-convoy-memorial
http://www.nam.ac.uk/your-visit/find-us
http://www.nam.ac.uk/your-visit/find-us
http://www.nam.ac.uk/whats-on/events/christmas-cancelled
http://www.nam.ac.uk/whats-on/events/christmas-cancelled
http://www.somersethouse.org.uk/visual-arts/stanley-spencer
http://www.somersethouse.org.uk/visual-arts/stanley-spencer
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Cancellation of  

Christmas Choral Concert  
On behalf of the organiser of the event this 

notif icat ion is to inform you that due to the 

poor enthusiasm and support by Royal Brit ish 

Legion Members and Branches, of the Greater 

London District, the ‘Christmas Choral 

Concert ’  at Christ Church Southgate on 

Saturday 7 th December 2013 is hereby 

CANCELLED.  

Royal Charter – VERSION 8 
A signif icant number of changes have been 

made to version 7, 31 July 2012, so a further 

version has been produced incorporating these 

changes; the current version is VERSION 8 

dated 31 October 2013 of the 2003 Royal 

Charter and Schedules.   

One of the key changes is the requirement for 

Counties and Districts to hold their Annual 

Meetings at least 17 weeks before Annual 

Conference.  This w ill allow  for more f lexibility 

for Counties and Districts to tailor the t imings 

as they see f it .  How ever, notice of all motions 

etc. st ill apply and need to be w ith the Director 

General at least 13 w eeks prior to Annual 

Conference.   

This new  version can be downloaded from the 

main RBL w eb site at this link 

http://w w w.brit ishlegion.org.uk/media/376085

4/new royalcharter.pdf 

Incoming / outgoing 

District Chairman  

At the GLD Committee meeting in September 

the GLD Chairman Brian Hargrave announced 

he w ould step down at the GLD AGM in 

January 2014.  Sadly, Brian after a year in 

Off ice has been made to come to this decision 

due to health issues.  He and his family have 

decided - right ly so - that this is the correct 

path to take at this moment in t ime.  Brian has 

addressed many branch issues that have been 

inherited through neglect over many years that 

have now  come to light.  With so many 

demanding and complex issues in the London 

area, it  is pert inent that Brian now  puts his 

health f irst and takes a back seat w ith Legion 

affairs.   

Also, Steve New son, the GLD Vice Chairman 

w ill be stepping down at the AGM in January. 

Under the rules of the Royal Charter, ‘ If  a 

vacancy occurs for the Off ice of Chairman or 

Vice-Chairman, the County/District Committee 

must appoint , for the remainder of its term the 

next highest placed candidate for that Off ice at 

the previous elect ion.’   Therefore, Rob Richier 

w ill take up the Chairman posit ion and Reg 

Pinney w ill become Vice Chairman. 

Rob has served in three Regiments, achieving 

Company Sergeant Major in the infantry and 

then rising through the ranks to become 

Squadron Sergeant Major (SSM) in the Royal 

Logist ic Corps.  He has served in Northern 

Ireland as a Combat Engineer, Iraq as 

Diplomatic Courier and recently in Afghanistan 

as SSM of the Labour Support Unit.  Currently 

Chairman of the Walthamstow  branch, Rob is 

keen to implement incentives to deliver against 

the Armed Forces Engagement module under 

the Pathw ays for Grow th Comradeship pillar.  

This along w ith driving forw ard new  incentives 

are things for considerat ion for any member 

w ishing to sit on the GLD Committee –  

 are you w illing and able to pro-actively run 

recruitment drives quarterly at London 

military installat ions 

 do you have ideas for youth engagement 

init iat ives  

 are you able to problem solve and seek 

solut ions for branches in decline or 

experiencing administrat ion issues 

 do you have innovative ideas to promote 

the Legion, and w ould you know  how  to 

implement them in a new  and excit ing 

w ay?  

 

If so the GLD Committee needs YOU.   

Message from Brian Hargrave – GLD 

Chairman 
It  is w ith great sadness that I must announce 

that since coming to off ice as your f irst elected 

District Chairman I have contracted a serious 

health condit ion which is preventing me from 

fully carrying out the duties of Chairman.  I 

have therefore decided, after discussion w ith 

my family, to stand dow n as your chairman as 

from the District AGM on 11 th January 2014. 

In my year in off ice I have tackled many of the 

legacy branch problems inherited from the 

previous four county model, although more is 

st ill to be done.  I have also prepared the w ay 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3760854/newroyalcharter.pdf
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3760854/newroyalcharter.pdf
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for implementation of Pathw ay for Grow th 

w hich w ill bring signif icant changes to the w ay 

that branches w ill operate in the future, 

part icularly in the areas of branch funding and 

w elfare management. 

Throughout, my Vice Chairman, Steve 

New son, has been a key player in resolving 

those legacy issues and has become a good 

friend.  I am sad to say that Steve w ill also be 

standing dow n as of the AGM and I know  that 

his incredible experience of the workings of the 

Legion w ill be sorely missed.   

I w ould also like to express my thanks to the 

District  Committee for their solid support to me 

and for their tremendously hard w ork on your 

behalf.  I shall continue to be involved in the 

Legion as a member of the Chingford Branch 

Committee, and hope to again become more 

involved w hen my current health problem has 

been resolved. 

Rob Richier and Reg Pinney w ill take over as 

Chair and Vice Chair respectively, and I hope 

that you w ill all give as much support to them 

as you have given to me.  They have a 

challenging tw o years ahead and I personally 

w ish them the very best of fortune in making 

the District a force to be reckoned w ith. 

Finally, I look forw ard to seeing many of you at 

the January AGM in Romford, and in the mean 

t ime I w ish you and yours a very Merry 

Christmas and a peaceful and happy New 

Year. 

Best w ishes  Brian 

Message from Rob Richier 
As the incoming chairman my aim is to ensure 

the GLD moves in the right direct ion; I would 

like to have more branch visits from 

Committee Off icials so that each branch would 

have at least one visit a year.  This w ill ensure 

Direct ive from the Board of Trustees is 

communicated to branches and there is clear 

direct ion on how  the Legion needs to change 

and also to identify any issues before they 

become unmanageable, putt ing branches at 

risk of closure.  The GLD needs to be in a 

posit ion where Branches w ork more 

collaboratively together and any branches 

experiencing diff icult ies should not feel isolated 

but should be able to turn to other branches 

for assistance.  I w ill seek to establish a GLD 

Branch Chairman’s annual convention so all 

can netw ork and exchange our experiences 

and construct ive ideas to take the GLD 

forw ard and be a f lagship District. 

Regards Rob 

AGM, 11 January 2014, 11.00am 
All Branches w ere emailed on 10 October the 

GLD AGM convening notice (hard copy to 

those w ithout email).  If  your branch has not 

yet received these documents, contact the 

District Secretary Sarah Stephenson.  Anyone 

w ishing to stand needs to include a one page 

CV.  Ideally it  should include an outline of their 

w ork w ith the Legion, a lit t le background 

information on their service / work history or 

other charity w ork they have done.  Also w hat 

they feel they can bring to the Greater London 

District and what they w ould like to see 

change.  In this instance a CV does not need 

to be a lengthy resume of the kind w hen 

applying for paid employment.  It  should be 

tailored so as to have a Legion focus.  The 

Nominations form omitted this guidance and 

also erroneously included a column headed up 

‘Branch’  but this should have stated 

Membership number.  Please note and include 

the candidate’s membership number w hen 

returning your form. 

Nominations/Motions need to be returned no 

later than Friday 29th November 2013.  

Delegate to attend AGM applicat ion form 

returned no later than Friday 6th December 

2013. 

If  you w ish to put forward a member to be 

considered for a District Aw ard, forms should 

be returned before Friday 6th December 

2013.   
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Greater London District Committee 

 

District Chairman:  Brian Hargrave  

(Standing dow n) 

Vice Chair:   Steve New son  

(Standing dow n) 

Treasurer:   Joanne Stevens 

 

Phil Beckinsale (Reached end of term) 

Penny Bell-Wright 

Bryan Binning 

Stan Bonner 

Irene Brockey 

Robert Cantw ell (Reached end of term) 

Grif f  Grif f in 

Ray Harris  

Jim Low ther (Reached end of term) 

Syed Mahmood (Reached end of term) 

Reginald Pinney (Incoming Vice Chairman) 

Robert Richier  (Incoming Chairman) 

Jack Weedon  

 

By Appointment 

Standard Bearer:  Michael Foster 

Ceremonial Off icer:  Stan Heath 

Parade Marshal: Reg Burton 

 

Janet Salter  RBL WS Representat ive 

 

District Secretary:  Sarah Stephenson 

email:sstephenson@britishlegion.org.uk   

Tel 08457 725 725 

Haig House,  

199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 

Website: 
http://w w w.brit ishlegion.org.uk/counties/great
er-london 
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