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	POPPY NEWS

   in Berkshire & The Vale
June 2013


Francesca Yates – Community Fundraiser (Berkshire) 0118 9761255  or   07776 458447  

fyates@britishlegion.org.uk (Tuesday and Wednesdays)
Poppy Walk 2013 

Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Poppy Walk, be that as a walker, a volunteer or a sponsor! We were blessed with good weather and saw just under 200 walkers take part on the day, some even being brave enough to try our new 15 mile route! Despite the clash with the local Air Show we were also joined by many cadet groups. The totals collected for the event are still coming in to me but it looks to be on course for £7,000.  Please can I ask you to let me know of the amount raised or any money you have banked for this event in your area.
2013-14 Poppy Appeal Mailing
The PAO mailing for this years Poppy Appeal is in the process of being sent out to you all. This will include the details of all the stock items you can order and also details of the corporate companies, shops and supermarkets that have offered their support for this year.  The back of the pack also lists each county and the street collection dates they have agreed. Don’t worry if yours are not listed yet, an update does go out again in September.  If you have any questions or queries concerning your PAO pack please do not hesitate to contact me.
Volunteer Recruitment
If you would like some help or support in recruiting some new volunteers for this year please do let me know. There are many initiatives that can be tried and I would be happy to chat through these and offer support and advice where I can.
PAO Photo ID Cards

Thank you to everyone who has returned the ID form and their photos, if you have not already received your card you will soon! Although the ID card is not compulsory, I would encourage as many of you as possible to apply for one. Many of you have mentioned that you have a photo driving licence if photo ID is required, but this doesn’t show that you are a PAO. If you need details of this again please do let me know.

2013 Dated Enamel Pins.

These pins are available for you all from Aylesford and I also have a large stock in County Office. If you would like some for an event you are running, or if you feel you could already start raising money with them, please do let me know and I can send some out to you, or do pop into County office to collect.

PAO Visits.
I have had a great time travelling the length and breadth of Berkshire and The Vale and catching up with many you and also meeting lots of our new PAOs.  Thank you to all of you for everything you do and the support you give the Poppy Appeal and the Legion. Please do come through to me with any problems, queries or questions you have – my job is to support you!  If I haven’t yet visited you and you would like me to, please do let me know.

Poppy Shop

The Poppy Shop website has been revamped and there is also a new stock line. Please do take a look. www.poppyshop.org.uk  They have a good ‘Sale’ on at the moment too – including Christmas Cards if you are feeling really organised.
2013-14 Berkshire and The Vale Poppy Appeal Launch

The date for this years County launch is Saturday 26th October. Once again Newbury Racecourse are supporting the Berkshire Poppy Launch with an Armed Forces Race day. There will be military theme to the day, a guest of honour to launch the appeal & complimentary tickets for the race day for RBL members and Military personnel. Please do come along and join us.

Poppy Picnics.

Poppy Picnic is a new fundraising initiative.  This summer we would like everyone to get together and enjoy a Poppy Picnic with their friends and family whilst raising much-needed funds for our Armed Forces. We believe that one of the keys to success is through our team of volunteers; those who can encourage local groups such as cadets, rotary clubs, scout groups, schools and local businesses to host picnics.  We think Poppy Picnic is potentially a great way to engage with the whole community. Anyone interested in holding a Poppy Picnic can order a Picnic pack from the website.  These packs contain all the materials needed to promote their event and invite friends and family.  The picnic itself can simply be a few friends sharing sandwiches and scones in the garden or perhaps something bigger in a local park incorporating a bake sale, sponsored rounders match or treasure hunt for the kids.  Income raised can be attributed directly to your PAO account, but please do let me know any amounts raised so we can keep track of the amount raised by this imitative.  There is also a text donate facility available. Text ‘picnic’ to 70800 will donate £5. Individual picnic packs can be ordered directly from www.britishlegion.org.uk/poppypicnic and posters, postcards and invitations can also be downloaded for print at home. For bulk orders of materials please email poppypicnic@britishlegion.org.uk 

School Poppy Packs.

This year we are trialling 500 special schools Poppy packs. If this is successful then these will be run nationally next year. We have 10 primary schools trying these out in our County and the special school Poppy boxes include wristbands, tattoo, friendship bracelets, rulers, rings and bugs.

New Poppy Appeal Personnel.

For those of you who are not aware, we have 3 new people in key positions within Fundraising and Poppy Appeal. This is an exciting time for us as they are all keen to progress the Poppy Appeal and try new initiatives, many of which have come from you PAOs. The new people are: Charles Byrne, Director of Fundraising, Ray Sheppard, Head of Poppy Appeal and Stephen Belding, Warehouse and Development Manager.

Deputy PAOs

Many of you have taken up the initiative of formally appointing a Deputy PAO. For those who haven’t considered it yet I would encourage you to do so. If you would like more information on this, or would just like to chat it through, do let me know.

Skydives

Don’t forget that we are looking for hundreds of adventurous volunteers to make a fundraising parachute jump, and if they raise enough in sponsorship they will get to jump for FREE! It’s simple to take part - No experience is necessary as all training is given. So, if you would like to make a thrilling skydive from 10,000 feet or an exhilarating solo jump from up to 3,000 feet, or you know someone who would, give us a call at the office on 0118 9761551 - we will send you a full information pack and everything you need to take part in the experience of a lifetime. Posters are also available if you would like some to promote this idea around your area!
And a Sad Goodbye to Lin.

It is with great sadness that I have to say that Lin Jubb is leaving us on the 28th June. Lin has been a huge support to me and I will miss her greatly! I know many of you have also benefited from Lin’s practical support, cheery telephone manner and sympathetic ear. If you would like to send a card to Lin, or email her a goodbye message, please do so, I know she would appreciate it.
	
	2012/13 TOTAL YTD
	Same Period 2011/112*
	2011/12 TOTAL

	National
	£35,135,753
	£ 38,991,467
	£39,417,086.78

	Berkshire
	£     814,394
	£     885,653
	£     916,603.19



*NB: 2011/12 figures include the additional income form the 90th Anniversary events.
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