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The Poppy Appeal Honour Walk on the Malvern Hills 

 
Armed Forces Day, Saturday 29th June, from 11.30am 

The Clock Tower car park, North Malvern Road 
 

Walk shoulder to shoulder with us or cheer on the Armed Forces stretcher bearer teams to 
honour the work of those who put their lives on the line to bring in the wounded, as 
exemplified by Bill Coltman VC, DCM & Bar, MM & Bar, the most highly decorated ordinary 
soldier in British military history, on what is the anniversary of his death in 1974, and 
coincidentally, Armed forces Day 2013.  
 
Bill Coltman was a modest man of immense courage whose bravery was always in the 
saving of lives. He was a stretcher bearer with the 6th North Staffordshire Regiment in WWI, 
and his comrades trusted that if they fell wounded in No Man's Land, a place where many 
wounded died slowly over days in shellholes surrounded by decaying corpses, Bill would 
bring them back in. He risked his life time after time to retrieve casualties, and is the 
exemplar for those who are putting their lives on the line for the wounded today. 
 
Nick Martin, Community Fundraiser for the Royal British Legion in Worcestershire said  
”The modern day stretcher bearers or more properly, 'Combat Med Techs' or, go out under 
fire and treat casualties with the same spirit and selflessness of Bill Coltman. These young 
men and women, sometimes only months out of training, are part of the medical operation 
that enables 25% more casualties to survive serious injury than ten years ago. 
 
The Royal British Legion Honour Walk on 29th June gives the chance for anyone to raise 
money for the Poppy Appeal, which spends £1.6million per week on vital welfare work for 
the Armed Forces Family. You can donate on the day or register with me and I’ll send you a 
sponsorship form. The shorter, family friendly walk to the top of the Worcestershire Beacon 
and back to the Malvern Clock Tower Car Park is about 5k, and for the more athletic and 
adventurous there is a 12k walk along the hills to Pinnacle Hill and back 
 
In addition some seventy Armed Forces personnel are doing a sponsored stretcher carry on 
the 12k route, setting off from 1130 at the Clock Tower Car Park, so if you do not feel up to a 
vigorous walk, turn out and support them on the route on armed Forces Day.” 
 
 Please register to support us and raise money for the Poppy Appeal by getting sponsorship 
for the walk. Please contact Nick Martin, Community Fundraiser by email, 
nmartin@britishlegion.org.uk or tel Direct:  020 3465 9376 Mobile: 07721 432 921 
 
 

Ends 

mailto:nmartin@britishlegion.org.uk


Notes to Editors: 
 
For general media enquiries contact: The Royal British Legion:  
Nick Martin, Community Fundraiser, Worcestershire Tel Direct:  020 3465 9376 
Mob: 07721 432 921 
Email: nmartin@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
There will be a photo opportunity at the start of the event 
 
The Royal British Legion Standard will be there. 
 
For more details of Bill Coltman VC, DCM & Bar, MM & Bar please contact Nick Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Royal British Legion is the nation's leading Armed Forces charity providing care and 
support to all members of the British Armed Forces past and present and their families. It is 
also the national Custodian of Remembrance and safeguards the Military Covenant between 
the nation and its Armed Forces. It is best known for the annual Poppy Appeal and its 
emblem the red poppy -- www.britishlegion.org.uk. 
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