For Your Diary

I1zsi Dee.  On Bio Disl Radio (106.6 FM) at
ahbout 12,15, an interview with Peter
Wilson & Connie Halsall.

9¢h Dec.  7.20pm Branch mesting (see p17}

12tk Dec, 11.30am Civic Recaption &
Prasentation of Légion d'Honneur to
Robert Cramp (3o enclosure)

i6th Dec. 1200 Xmas Lunch.
The Countryman, Great Bowden.
Ring Tony Jahnson (MH440501) for
detatls or 10 book.

13th Jan. 7.30pm Branch Meeting

Waich this space for details of the exciting
programmie of events being planned for 1999

CHINA ord GLASYWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
oppariie the Patich Charch amd (i Grawvnar Schood
Market Harborough
Phone £252945

Weidgewood * Aynsley * Crown Derlry
Doulton = Liadr/Nao = Caithtagss Glass
Swarovski Crystad « Masons Tronstons
Rayal Scot Crystal + Lillipnt Cottages
Coalport = Poartmeiion

Cattmaed from page 13

Ammistice Day Hera in Market Harborough, a simple
wreath laying ceremony at cur Mamerial in Welland Park
was toliowed on Tha Square by & well aitended Act of
Fomembrance in which The Last Fost & Reveills ware
beautifully plaved by & Harborcuoh Band solist. The Two
Minatas silence was very well respected by the public.

Onca again we are most gratetul for the help and suppaort of
the Police on the {1thand on Remembrance Sunday .
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MrB His & Hers
Hair Fashiozs

14 5t. Mary's Road
Market Harborough

Tek {11355 464308
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

Regutar meetings &rs
held on Hhe Second
Wednesday of each
rcith &t 7.30 pm in the
downstairs  Funclion
Rooem, Conservative Clib
Buiding, Fairfiskd Head,
Market Harborough.

&t the next mesting, on
oth December, after he
vsual  short  business
session, ther wil be a
wlk by Tohy Johnson on
setfing up and ranning a
Police Fegional Serous
Crime Squad .
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Ecditorial

For the past two vears, Dick Fulford has been
out hard working Editor, and wader his
guidance Im Tosech has prown in distribution
as well as in content. I am certain that all
members witl join me in thanking Dick for a
job well done and wigh him & happy retirement.
T hope that he will put pen to paper from time
tp time so we may enjoy more of his stories.

Letters to the Editor on any subject and other
contributions will be warmly welcomed
glthough this does not guarantse publication!

Thus, this issue bas fewer contributions from
member than vsual, not throngh tack of tens
submitted, but because there is so much to write
about what has been happening is the Branch.
S0 active has the Branch been that “1997/98 -
An Active Year” could only just be squeszed
onto three pages. The AGM always prodeces
news and the names of your new Commuttee
amd Office Holders are duly reported. We also
bring you up to date with the Poppy Appeal in a
nots from the Organisers. We did find room for
another of Jack Stmpson’s poems of the
Seasons and for a tale from a civilian Howspur.

The Dimry page has fewer firm dates than usual
and more “dotails later”. However, one cvent is
fixed - the Civic Reception and presentation to
Robert Cramp of the Légion d* Honneor. Your
invitation to take part in this great occasion is
incluged with this Newsleiter. Time is shor, so
if you wish to attend, you must reply by 7th
December.
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r.——- :
The Three

& iwndu, puperbly rencvaied SO0 per odd coarhing irin
The perfect visiting glace. .

# Jdral Fot = cambyrmible cwemdghk ourng mop - cven better
o m banper sty

# Morping coifer, hupches an trax Bn eidher the Cons=tvazamy
mwmmcmmlﬂmw.

# Elegent alkeet seonkze Testatraht awazded Ak mantte bor
gerul laod and wine.

& Apznothor funcHon racis and peivate dinne rame for
Pttt ard celetatines. R

Swans, fFotel

e E0ligh Stzert, Mz Hachortgh, Leset LEGE 7HT i
q Phone 54850 455644 Fex 61855 $13101 )

- MOWERS

CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Speciatists
Scrlex-Service-Spares
FREF professional advice, wasranty work
undertaken, all work guarantocd,
collection & dehvery.
5% distount to REL members on

all purchases, on produclion
of membarahp cand,

33 - 35 5t, Mary’s Road
Tel: (P1R58) 467589

The County Jewellers

WATCTE, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
OUR SPECIALITY 15 TG CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough

Tel: (01858) 462773
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I Touch

Market
Place

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Eslatimhed 1958
20 Govwnkry P, b0t Harcorough Tl - T1858 463092
1Y - VIBED - AURIG -

Authorised Main Dealers for

ROBERTS

FRANK GILBERT'S

forall your
HOUSERHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COOIKOWARE
Spocislivte

50 HIGH ST., MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01350462148

We thank all tha
local Busingsses
which support us
by paying for
sdveftising space
in this Newslatter,

Service gad Producis
designed for YOU

Vi
HARBOROUSH

Tradltigmp] wabugst bw i ivmging wowld

Welland Hmsa The Seare,
Murket Hatwrough, Leies, LEMG TP
Tet [01358) 4824

e F tha Buldivg Brohaler deartid
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1998 Poppy Appeal

A rote from Peter Wilson & Dick Fulford

e Poppy Counting Houose
Eas just repoited yet another
successful Poppy Appeal
period.

In Market Harborough wnd the

Bowdens we collected £7076 %1 for poppies
and crosses, very close to last vear's £7082.91.
The villages did better than hefore and Ken
Stimpson has banked £661.17 compared 10
£636.44 in 1997,

'The prand total will not be available for some
time as wrezth and other donations take a while
to coime thirough, but carly indications snggesi 5
result at least as good as Tast year's.

(e dedicated band of helpers and coliectors are
warmty congratulated. Their hard work is

greatly appreciated,

Generous Viarket Traders

Once again the stall kolders in the Market Hait
paid the rent for our Poppy Appeal stall for bath
the Friday and the Saturdsy. This is a gesture
which is greatly appreciated and is equivalent to
a penerous denation to the Appeal. Traders, we
thank you.

T officially record our thanks,
the Secretary of the Market
Traders Association was
presented with a certificate of
appreciation, a copy of which
was displayed on cur stall.
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Remembrance, 1998,

Andrew Mardolf's excellent orgamsation producsd &
Parade and Sarvice In Market Harborough most worthy of
our 75th Annbversary year. The Parate was yndat the
commsand of ASM Dave Hamald with the ATC Band
isading the more abie members of the RNA, RAFA & our
own branch and confingents from the Police, Fire Sarvics,
St John's Ambutance, Red Cross, Cadat Forces and
Scouts.

The vary wel attanded Sarvice in 8t Dionysius Church
was conducted by Rev Chris Moody, lessons were read
by our Connie Hafsall and Andrew Marriot and an
exceiant sermon was given by Canon Treanor whe from
the puip, thankad the members of the Harborough 8and
for their mest beautifid and moving playing of the Last
Post and fieveils,

These same stiring sounds were hoard again at the
wreath laying ceremony on the Seare.

In the villages

tn Ghurch Langkon, Rey Keith Shepherd took the well
attendad service at which Cubs and Brownios wera
reprasented. L. Col. Dongld Jeltrey, OBE, RE read the
Actof Homage and wreaths were laid by Mes Bam
Handerson and ex Japaness POW Maurics Kinmonth.

The Servica in Lubenham is held by their War Memorzl
wherg thee year, not only did the Harborewgh Band play
the Last Post and Revaille, they also accompaniag the
Hymns.

in the past our W1 Veteran, Bobert Cramp has read
the Act of Horrage and faid & wreath ak the Hallalon
fdamonal, but s vaar he was not wall ensagh b do so. |
However, their kindly vicar with a faw of his parishianess,
hekd a short service in Robert's house.

Cortimed ot Fage 16
Page 13

Branch Newa

October Lunch, A record turmout of 22 peopie
showed that Tony Johnson’s two-monthly social
pet-together is still popular, Maost of those
presgut put down their names for the Christmas
Limch which had been aoranged for 16th
Decetnber, again at “The Combryman”, Great
Bowden, See page 16 for details.

Husbands Bosworth Annual Dinner. It is
interestiag that the reasor given by two of our
members for not being able to attend was not
betng able to get baby-sitters - an indication that
we do indeed bave some young members!
Whether being baby-sitters prevented others
going is not knows but the result was that onr
branch was very poorly represenled, with only
four people aliending. This is a pity, especially
ds our neighbours {ielded twice that rumber at
our Anniversary Dinner,

New Service {Welfare) Committee. It is a rule
thal the Service Committes of a Branch has to
be elected atf ihe first meeting of the Branch
Cammittes after the AGM. The result this vear
is that Ken Pardy remaing Over

as Welfare Officer (in
RBL parlance, Services -
Committee Secretary), and Yez‘g
he 18 supported by Charles
Freer and Tom Jeacock, Tf %
vou know of any ex-
service person or dependant who needs help or
advice please contact one of this welfare team.
Their phone numbers are:-

Charlgs Freer MU 467167

Town Jeacock MH 466829

Ken Purdy MH 440623
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The Annual General Mecting

The Legion year muns from 1st October to 30th
September and each Branch s required 10 hold
its AGM within twe months of vear-end, ie.
before the end of November. Tn 1997 we were a
bit naughty and did not have the meeting il
2th Decentber. This vear we made it in Hme by
= substitoting it for
- The busiest what  would have
period in been the November
the Braneh hBIanuh meting, T}tllis
- a5 el that
oalendar. proparations  for the
meeting came al lhe time of the Poppy Appeal
and Remembrance. the busiest perod in the
Branch calendar. The Tressurer had cven loss
time for prepanng yom-ond accounts if the
Coramittee was to discuss them before the
ACGM. Nevertheless, it would seem sensible to
adhers to this vear’s [omaola in futurs years,
especially as theve could be difficulty if one
meeltng was held on a different day of the
month trom all the others.

Yo what happened this vea? Four things will

= have stmck those
-4 very good |; connng intc  the
affegdaree” | room just before the
i omeeting opened,

First, they will have noticed a shortape of seats
m the main body of the room and found
themselves behind the pillars at the side. Yes,
there was a very good attendmmce. Then they
will have noticed the white clothed tables
bearing [oit covered dishes heralding, later eats.
At (be far end of the voom they will have seen a
large display soreen (see pages 5 fo 7 for an
explanation), Fourthly. and most eve-catching
of all, bevond the “Top table” stood our
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Top Swap & other Changes

One interesting result of the Elections at he
ACh, is that Chamman and Viee Chamman
exchanged office. Tom Ashiaore had said that
he did not wish to stand for re-efection and
Connie Halsall was elected wnopposed io the
Chaiv. Two mambers had been nomomated for
Vice Chainnan and Tom was ¢lected afler the
necessary ballot,

Stan Snow stood down from his position 48 2
Vice Prasident but as nobody was nommated 1o
replace him Ken Stimpson remains the sole
bearer of that title.

Andrew Marriott did not wish to be re-clected
as Homorary Secretary. The Office was not
conlested and Betty West, the only nomnnes,
bravely accepted the duties of this responsible
position. The unanimous support shown by
mertthers should kave retnoved any doubts she
might have had because she had so recently
joined the brangh and was an  Associate
member.

Two Comonidtes maembers glgo daclined to serve
aggin, Dick Fulford and Bernard Halsall. Nine
nominations were received so oa ballor was
requited to fill the  seven  places

Thus the full Ene-up with phone nombers is:-

The Office Tolders

Pregidant Pater Wilson 4E458H
Vice President Kgn Stimpson 545820
{Chaimmnan Connie Halsall 465314
Yiee Chaiman Torn Ashmaore 433108
Secretary Betty West 434923
Treasurer George Fleming 468271
The {ommittee

The Officers cx-0fficio and
Gordon Adnett 4668533
John Cox 434983
Charles Freer 467157
Mark Mudson 469527
Tom Jeacock 466829
Fony Johneon 440501
Jook Stuart 431850

Ag is usnal, the meeting also elected as

Standard Bearer George Fleming
Dreputy Standard Bearer John Cox

Other appoinhnents and responsibidities are aot
decided at the AGM but by the Committee,
Details will be given in futwre 1ssues of T
Touch and In Touch, Too.

Hrgent Message
from Membership Secretary, George Fleming,

Your Subscription of £6.50 was due on 1st October, If vou have paid, thank vou. If you have not,
please do so without delay otherwise vour membership may lapse. Cheques or Postal Orders should be
made pavable to The Roval British Lepion. Cash shovld nmot be sent through the post. During my
absence on hehiday, please post or debver your payvment to Tom Ashmare, 9 The Pastures, MH. If you
have any problem with payment ving Tam on MH 433108,
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& Autumn
W

Today the lsaves began to fall

and 1 heard the huntsmars distant call. RE@

The morning mist crept stealthily away
fike a ghiost from the night travelling into day.
The Pampas dance gently in the bresze
d|spiaymg their beauly with consummate eage.
S e The last Hose of Summer still stands to
remind
of the hesuly to come when Spring is
: behind,
Chrysanmmnums are each showing ifs lovely head
and so all in the garden is not yet dead,
but of course there are sfill the Michasimas Daises
standing proud and erect with their many faces.

v ® !1’

Blacikbarries gﬂlsten in the early
morning dew
waiting i he garnerad ty the disceming few.
Hips and haws paini the hedges a glowing
red
Mature's bounty for the Winter aheag.
Mushrooms appear ag if by chance:
Flatiermes for the falries on which to dange.
Swallows dive around making ready ko
isgve
andt depart from that nest just under the eave.
The Squirrels are chasing backward and fonvard
gathering nuts for their winter hoard,
bt whare will the rest of the wildlife an?
| do not know! 1 do not know!

J. B. Stimpson

Fage &

Company Cor
by Hotspur

“They're afl daft but thee and me” is part of an
old Fancashire saying, ag the following story
confirms.

I was given the task of trainming a young man
with a view to him joining the munagement
team at some fiture date, He was 8 pleasant
fellow, but prone to lapses of concentration
from Hene o tie. However, in doe course he
was given 3 company ¢ar having made
sitisfactory progress, although there was stilla
question mark about his ahility to keep his mind
on hiz work,

Although we did not start work before & am, |
was usnally mn the office by 7.40 - probably the
result of 61 years Army traming?! One motning
riy phone rang about 7.50 am.

“Ch! Peter bere”, said the voice of my trainee.
“¥Yes Poter”, [ replied.

"My car 15 guck in Wigston™.

“What do vou mean by stuck®”.

“The doors are locked, but the keys are inside™.
In the 1970°s this was possible if vou were not
very careful geiting out of the car.

“I stopped to net some cigarettes”, he condmed,
“Leave it then and walk w”, I instructed him.
“Tcan’t do that” he said, “The engime is shll
running” - and then before 1 could say anything
else he added, “and ['m on double vellow
Lines™.

1 managed to pet the garago chap out before the
police got there!

Twenty yvears and this same Fellow was running
his own business. Such is life!
Page 9

Standard to give a feeling of unity and pride in
the Legion and Branch to which we all belong.

A rather amusing detail which some will have
noticed was that a ceiling tile bad to be lifted
ghightly to allow the pole to stand upright,
However, this did ot lessen the dignity and
symbolism of the Standard!

; WARNING
Fa rot swggesi thae @ couple of
inches be removed from the
bottom of the pole lest George fas
you shor al dawn for freason’!

The REL “Handbook for Ceremaonial gnd
Services” sets a procedure for the admission of
new members to a branch. K is formal, wordy
and sote rmyight say embarrassing. It has ot
been followed in recent years, if ever, in this
branch, where there has been hitle more than,
*We are pleased to wetcome Mr (Mrs or
Massh............... .85 a new member”,

A pleasing element of ceremonial was

mtroduced at this
..welpomed as meeting by George

fellow members... | Fleming, as

Membership
Secretary. pﬁ:-wntmg Badges 1o recently joired
Betty West and Tam Mc Shane, Applanse from
the from the floor signified that they were
welcomed as fellow members of ihe branch,

There was more appianse when Peter Wilsor, in
tharding afl who had given seneronsly of their
time helping with the Poppy
Appeal, specially praised the
enornous amount of work done
by Renie-amd Dick Fulford.
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1907/08 - An Active Year

I is customary at the AGM, for the President ar
the Chainnar to give a review of Branch
achievements during the preceding October to
Septemiber. With o much to wention, this thne
spokon words wers largely replaced by a visual
display tor those present to examine as they
enjoyed the after-meeting buffet. If vou wens
not at the mesting or were (oo busy with chat or
“nosh™, here s a remnnder of An Active YVear,

Poppy Appeal - £10,241 & record total, thanks
to 50 wvolunteer collectors, 109 “static”
fhusiness, etc.) collection points in town,
vary good support from the villages and
wreath ang other donations.

Remembrance Parade & Servieg well
attended

Armistice Day, Wreath laying ceremonies at
Walland Park & at the Memorial Gates, 2
minutes silence well ohserved by the Public.

Welfare 11 cases roferrad, 1 withdrawn, 1
autstanding, 9 peopis nelped,

Events for Members Xmas bunch, 3 pub
funches, day outing on the canal.
Wisit to the Edinburgh Tatioo.

75tk Anniversary Celebration

Branch Photos & Insignia Presentation

Museum Exhibition

Band Concert

Thanksgiving Service - 20 branches
represerted :

Presentation of Shield to Toledo Sister Linit

Fresentation of Tumblers to all Members

Mew Logo designed and used.
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Branch Meetines Date & Time changed to
2nd Wednesday of each merth at 7.30pm
Social activities introduced included
Talks by Tony Johnson, Dave Greenway
(REL R.Q.), Mark Hudson, Collectars’
gvening. Fhoto Competition, Quiz, Games,
Buffets, friendly, informat drinks and chat.
Attendance increased.

Commiftes Meetings are now hsid monthly
and deal with rmost Branch business.

Membership 11 now meambers ( bringing total
to 100Y, 4 resigned, 1 died { ¥en Dicking),
Survey of members' views of meetings.
Directory of Mambers produced.

Joining fee itroduced (£2 .50 covers cost of
Badge).

In Towch and In Towch, Too st much
anjoved. |ssues 15 and 7 reachad.

Gifts & Donations
£250 Band Concent sponsarship from Cleco,
£125 for Jewels of Office for President and
Chairmman from an anonymous donor.
£50 for In Touch from Carnival Committee,
£40 for Open Harboro' from Big Dial Radio.
An Album of VE Day First Day Coin Covers
& a RBL 75th Anniversany Collectars' Plate
from Mr Robert Tallett.
Miodifications to the Branch Altar Clath by its
original donor, Mrs jeffery.
Vanous smaH sums from members,

Sadaess & Respect - The Branch was
represented at the funerals of
Arthur Mok, Husbands Bosworth Branch
Eric Buswell, RNA Chaplain
Ken Dickins, Branch Member.
The Branch Standard is carried at the
funaral of any ex-service person when so
requested.
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Branch Tniernet Web Site. Launched in April,
won internationad Award, attracted over 400
“yisitors® in s first 5 months.

Public Awareness & Fund-raising
Participation tn MH Carnival (Tombola
sUccessiul despite dreadful weather) and
Cpent Harborough {poor attendance).

Two Coffee Mornings - Over £200 for
Eranch Funds and £225 for the Sir Andrew
flartin Trust for Young Peaple.

Foppy Appeal, Remembrance Day,
Armistice Day, 73th Arniversary Exhibition,
Concert, Service (see ahovg),

MNews, Pictures and Letters in Local Press.
L eaflet “About the Legion® | *Market
Harborough Branch” revised and displaved.
Our Wat Site linked to many others.

External Contacts & Communication
The branch was represented at.-
County Standard Bearers' Association
rmeetings, drills, parades and competition;
County Annuat & half-year Conferences
{talk given on our Newslatters);
Husbands Bosworih Branch meetings,
Annual Dinner and Flower Show,
Ledtarworth Branch New Standard
Dedication Parade and Service;
Battle of Britain Service & Wings Appeal;
Council of Voluntary Sarvices {CYS)
meelings sbout Proposed Community
Building & Shop Mobility Scheme:
MH Millenium Committee mesting;
HOC Chairmar's Cheese and Wine Party &
also har Civic Barvice at Luttérwortty.

Infommal contacts with organisations in
which individual members are invalved.

Through the Internet, contact with RBL HQ,
County Office & Branches and organisations
and individuals world-widsa,
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