For Your Diamy

28th Jul Branch Committee Mesting

3istJul Royal Tournament - Seats may be
available on County Stendard
Bearers’ outing. If interested, ring
Bob Hendry on 0116 2680 9296

5th Aug? Grass Rink Bowis and Aftemoon

Mote new Tea, Meet at Weland Park Bowling

Date!! Green at 2pm. A chance for novices
to "have a g, the expatiencad to
enjoy & game and spactatars to ses
b it's done?

11th Aug Branch Mesting + Games {See p17}

14¢h Aug CoachTrip to Shrewsbury {on day of
Fiower Show). insufficient demand
for a group booking but if you wish
to go, contact LOROS charity shop
in Coventry Road, or Lutterworth
Coaches (Tel 01455 553353)

25th Aug Branch Committet meeting

7th Sep  Branch Lunch - venua to be
annotneed

8th Sep  Branch Meeting

17th Sep* Long Alley Bkittles evening -
at the Railway nn, Kibworth,
£3.75 including buffet

1st Oct  Subscriptions due for 1999/2000 1

I5th Oet* Annual Dinner gt MH Golf Club

* For more information please contact Bob
England {MH 464288 between 4,30 pm & Bom)

or John Cox (MH 434983)
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Meetings

Heguizr meetings are
held on the Second
Wadnasday of sach
month &t 7.30 pm in the
downskairs Function
Room, Gonservativa Club
Building, Fairlield Road,
Merkat Harbarough.

Folicwing  the business
part of the next mesting,
on 11th August, thare wil
be & social session of
ight-hearted gamas (B,
cards, dominoes, bar
skitthes, or snything you
wish to bring &long).
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In Touch

tssue 20 July, 1988,

Editor -~ Bernard Halsall, M.C.
22 Welland Court, Stamfird Close,
Market Harborough, LE1G 9ED.
Tel: 01838 465314

Branch Internet Web sita at
hitp:fimambers xoam cormn/MktHarbraRBLL




Editorial

On Thursday, 17tk June, 1999 in thee High
court, the soldiers involved in the “Bloody
Svaday™ affair on Sunday, 30th Jannary, 1972,
won their case to remain anonymouse before a
special wibunal sst up o investigate thr
shootings. All servicemen, past and present,
will greet thus decision with satisfaction,

As those mmvolved go from ome deadline to
another, it would be quite wrong to pass any
commment which might not help in finding &
schition. We can only hope that common sense
and respect for ones fellow human beings, of
whatever tace, creed or colour, will finally

prevail

A wonderful day out was had at the Poppy
Race day at Newmarket, and one or two even
managed to find a winner - congratutations! The
Ertertainmnents Commilice under Bob England
moves from steength to strength, and this asgers
wll for the future. Well dore Bob,

The Editor has received a most interesting letter
from one of our meinbers, Tony Mullin, who
contributed the arficle “Food for Thowght”
which covered hree issues of In Fosch,
writes 1o tell me that the Prison Reform Trost
printed an edited version in their magazine,
“Prison Report”. Also he has been visited by
the Head of RBL Benevolent Department and
hiz article has been forwarded to General Sir
David Ramsbottorn, Chief [nspector of Prisons.
Tony 13 surprised at the intzrest shown in his
article and has promised to keep me posted of
further developments. At #m Fowch we have
received many inferssting comments on his
thoughtful ariicle,

Page: 1

)

Fin)

r_—- E <=
The Three Swans Hotel

2 g, ruparbly renouarsd G0z year oid cogehing tn
The perfect visiting place...

* ﬁ Far 4 m?mmhuh!r.mmi@x oty o - sven hetter

+ hormiog coffes, Linther and tear by zichez the
- Louange Bar, with cownsgmed dinimg chig sustone.

# Trgantdiver stovice termtren: awamed A4 msste Far
g Baed nd orine,

* Armacihe feoerion ranema and advabe dinfng raatna &
mcetig and cebebrations,. il

werem High Streer, fatoe: Hathortngh, Tein LIt6 71 s

N Fhoge (HASE 456544 Faw D1BFE 438101 g

MOWERS

CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Specigliaty
Soles-Service-Spores

FREE peofesstongt advics, Werrgmty work
unnfertgioen, att work guarantocd,
collection & delivery.

% dizcount {0 REL mambers ot

al pigchases, on production

of memmborship carg.

33 - 35 51, Mary*'s Road
Ted: (01858) 467589

The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & [FWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
QLR SPECIALITY IS TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWLLLERY
56 High Suset
Markel Harborough
Tel: (01858) 462773
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We thank alf the
local Businesses
which support ug
by paying for
atvertising space
in this Nawsletter.

R,D.JgﬁCOCK & SONS LTD,
Eslalishad 1955

20 Covertry A, W30 Harbowowgt:  Tof @ 01858 463003

I¥ - VIDER - RUEW - #1 A
Authovised Main Dedlers for

ROBERTS

FRANK GILBERTS

forallyour
HOUSEROLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COOKWARE
Sipacialimts

SGHIGHET., MARKET HARBOGROUGH
Tel: 01558462148

Service and Products
designed for YOU

;| MARKEY
HARBOROUGH
BURIHNG SOCETY
rmdfanet valyet b b gy waid
Wotland Heoose, The Stilare,

Market Harbarough, Lebed. 1E (¢ 78D,

Tek (01958) 462254
Pobrbeey o thes Bboheiy Giot it Al
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Champers

With acknowiedgemants fo “The Wine Sacioty
News, Jupme 1999" for the following story by
Col P M Castle-Smith, which was spotted by
Torn Jeacook.

On 3rd September, 1945, the Guards Armonred
Division entered Brussels, followed closely in
support by 231 (Malta) Brigade. A signal
teceived thal day said “Collect Champagne
from ... a map reference” (in appropoate
code). My unit, 295 Field Company Royal
Enginecrs, looked through all the codes to see
what “Champagne” was the code for, expecting
engineer stores such as explosives or bridping,
and finding nothing, sent two three-tonners. The
two vehicles returned fuil of Moet & Chandon,
the labels of which were succharged, “Fir
Wehimnacht™.

The first three ton load was distributed to afl
ranks..... but as the company was in a caseme in
Erassels for the night, no hanm befell vs. ..
My memores of a tumbler of Charmpagme
dnmk before stand-to, which was slways an
hous before dawn, will always remain.

CHINA and GLASSWARE SPECLALISTS

WHITEMORES
epparite the Parish Charoh and Ofd Grommar School
Market Harborough

FPhone $67945

Wedgewood * Aynsley * Crows Derby
Doubton * Ladro/Nag + Caithwess Glass
Swatoveki Crystal * Mesons ronstone
Royal Scot Crystal » Lilliput Cottages
Coslport * Portireirion
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Puzzle Cormes
WHICH WAY?

You find yourself in the stimge counby of
Everywhere and have lost your way, You could
be in the town of Here or of There. All the
whabitants of Here speak the truth, but the
inhabitants of There always tell lies. As you
walk down the stregt vou see a man approaching
and you know that he is either from Here or
There. Whal one question woutd vou ask him to
find oat where you are?

The name of the first person to ring the Edilor
{on MH 465314) with the correct answer will he
published (with the solution) in the next Tssue.
There miight even be a prize!!

Food for Thowught

Death is no big deal.
The least of us can accomplish that
Living is the trick.
Red S,
fate Sports Columnis? of The Now York Tioes,

MrB M
The Barber o gy

Appointments

Phone

DIB5E 464308 01858 468394

14 St. Mary's Road, Market Harborongh,
Leicestershire. LE1§ TDU
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News

Newmartket - This was no ordinay race
meetmg, bur a the Awthority’s Charity Day,
which this year was for RBL, hence the “Poppy
Race Day”. HQ had dome a great job i
publicising the Legion and in supporting the
many membera who altended.  Pre-race
atiractions culminated in a parade down the
course of 163 Standards led by the RBL Band.
We were proud that the Matket Harborough
standard was one of these and carried our so
smartly by George Fleming, bt disappointed
that none of the other 66 Leicestershire & -
Rutlaud Branches appeared to be present. One
member i the parade received a special
mention fiom the commentaior - he was 80
vears old and had betm his Branch Standard
Bearer for 40 years!!

July Branck Limch - Continuing the idea of
trying different venues, the Social Commnitiee
arranged this event at the Old Red Lion, at
Welbam, Those whe attended enjoyed the meal
but some wonld have preferred the single long
table layout. Nevertheless, much convivial chat
was in evidence so, overall another sucoessful
social gvent,

Visit by the CFO. Peter Locket had been
invited 0 meet members of the Branch
Committes at their meeting on 30th June, He
outhined his role as County Field Oficer for
Northants, Leicestorshire & Rutland and
answeting questions on Welfare and Fund-
raising, allayed a number of concems expressed
by members. It was gratifying to hear his praige
for some aspects of the Branch’s activities,
especially weifare case paperwork and the
production of In Touch.
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Newos (continuedd)

July Branch Meeting. Thanks to the the CF0’s
mtervention, HQ bhad mesponded to an
outstanding query from the Treasurer about the
payment of interest from the main Branch Trust
Account. A letter of thanks had been received
from the Secretary of the Stroke Club for the
loan of the Wheelchair. The Chaimman had also
received a letter from Mrs Cramp thanking the
Branch for its snpport before and after the death
of her mshard..

At the end of the social part of (he evening,
there was a showing of the Video film made by
Harbarough Movie Makers of the Civic
Reception and Presentation Ceremony for
Robert Cramp’s Légion d"Honngur. The video
is available for loan to members on application
to the Chaimman {Tel: MH464314),

Prior 10 the showing thers was an interesting
and often very amusing session of anecdotes by
several members concerning “Characters™ they
had known and “Coincidences™ in which they
had heen involved.

Dunkirk Veterans., Jock Stuart swrvived the
evacuation, but are there any other memnbers
who HA? If s0, a Mr B, M. Beattie, a teacher
who will be doing some work on the event next
term, would like to hear from you. His address
is 77 Toton Lane, Stapleford, Nottingharz, NG9
THB.

TR —

Charlie James. The death has been agnounced
of Market IHarborough’s other recipient of the
tégion d"Honneur at the great age of neardy
102. We safute his memory.

Fage 3

1 had been towed by A-V, Pilot Ft/Lt Jobnson, and we were aitbome at 0725, 15).

As I read through this scrap of paper 1 was taken back the {bil 54 years to relive, onge again, the excitenent,
and the tension, and the fzar,

NA. 337 went missing refurning from a successful dropping mission, code name Crop 17, on the mountain
near Groe, 50 miles NE of Oslo. NA337 was hit by ftak at the head of Lake Mjosa around 0130 trs on
Tuesday, 24th Apnl, 1945, Only the Rear Gunner, F/Sgt Tom Weightman survived. The Pilot was F/0Lt
Alexander Tuwnbull, D.F.C. The crew lie buried in the War Cemetery at Lillehammer.

Operation Varasity

In the eatly morning of Mach 24th 1943 a

force of 440 ghders of the Glider Pilot
Regiment soved by 440 tug aircraft of the RAF,
fook off from amfields in southem England.
Their comribudon [
towards the invasion
of Cenmany waz to
capture and hold the
town of Hamoinkeln
along with three vital
bridges over the River
Issel. Their ipads
meluded 3380 troops
of the &th  Air
Landing Brigads, 27)
Jeeps, &  Locuost
Tanks, 2 Balldozers,
and more than 30
Anti-tank  guns with
ATHLORITON.

g a i MEE

offenstve, six miles away, many of the gliders
failed to reach their allocated landing zones.

Of the 402 gliders which reached the battle
zome, 37 were destroyed by fire and only 88
remaingd imdamaged.
102 giider pilots were
1 killed {42 GPR and 60
RAF} and 102
s woundod, most of these
casuaities QCourTing
B withia the first 35
| minuies of the battle.
Many of the tug aircraft
of 38 and 46 Group
RAF were also shot
down or damaged with
the loss of 43 srcrew
g killed and 153
T 1 wounded.,

S AT
Atank emearging from the encrmous Hamilcar giider.

Due to concentrated anti-zirerafi defences and
the drift of the smoke screen covenng the land

Varsity was the largest
zirbome operation in history and has been
described ag the most suceessiil,

The aboye is reproduced from the Qrder of Servics for The Giider Piot Regirment Operation Varsily Service of
Remembrance on 246 March, 1855, This annual event s beld at The Marks Haif Obslisk Memoria! Cogaeshall Esgax.
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A Scrap of Paper
By Bernard Hajeall

Some 12 years ago [ was able to visit the RAF
Museum gt Hendon, snd a worthwhile visit it
wis. On leaving, The commmssionaive asked me
if | had enjoved the visit, and [ told him that [
had, although the aircraft T most wished to see
was pot there, Without prompting he said, “You
mean the Halifax” “Not one remained that
oould be repaired”, he said, “although | believe
they have found one in a fjord in Norway. But it
will be difficuli to salvage.” 1 heard nothing
more of the Halifax and presumed if had not
been recoverad.

Then, three months ago, I received a letter that
got me involved again pessomally with a
Handley Page Halifax Bomber. The leder
reported thal the Halifax had been salvaged
successfully - what cemained of it after over 50
years at the botiom of the lake - and had heen
transferred at pgreat expense to Trenton,
Ontario. This task was undertaken by the
Halifax Awcraft  Association (HAA) in
Canada, which then set about reconstructing the
plame. Scwee parts  have becn  sought,
manufactmred or bought from many sources, but
mainly from UK The project is due to be
completed in 2001, and is to become 2
memorial to the 10,000 Canadians who lost
their lives whilst flying & Halifax with Bomber
Command.

The letter went on to say this particular aircraft
was nurnbered NA 337 and had been delivered
in March, 1945 to RAF 644 Squadron at Tarrant
Rushton. Furthermore they had found that it had
been used to pull a Hamilcar Glider on the

Rhing Crossing (Operation Varsigy - see p 11)
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for its first operational flight And the letter
welt on {o say that the glider wis one of twenty,
cach carrying a 17pde AT Gun, its lorry and
crewi. These twenty cammed Chalk Nes. from
239 to 258, The Canadians were keen to find
out the namne of the Glider Pilot who was pulled
by NA337, 1 looked up my ofd log book - my
Chaik No. had been 248 - but there was no
record of the name of the Tug Pilot.

I 0}l have one or two contacts, and | put out
appeals without nmch hope - it ig all so long
apo. Last week T recetved a sheaf of Photostats,
none of which gave me the answer. But amonyst
therr was one foolscap sheet, all hand written,
ebviously as events ocowred, from the Control
Tower, and headed “Special Mission - 24,3 457,
It listed the Atrcrafi Flight Number, the Pilot’s
name, take-oft” fime (to the nearcst second),
ETA (o target, Release time and return time to
basc.

There had been 38 Halifax and 36 Gliders lined
up for fake-off - 2 Halifax were “spars”. Fach
ghider weighed just over 21 tons. Take-off was
fixed for 0730 hrs, All g engines would be
fired by 0710 hrs - all 152 of them! - and the
first “train™ is recorded or the sheet ag “Take-
off (719 hrs. By 0725 his, 85 seconds 16 trains
were airbome, and the lift off was completed by
0739 hrs 50 seconds.

The Control Tower record sheet also included
such entries as “Tug retuned to base (745/45
starboard onter U/S”, “Returmed early with rope
- no glider”, “Burst tyre on Janding™ and three
“Did not Return™. From afl these entries T found
P-X 337 was flown by /O Tumbull, who
pulled Chalk No. 233 - bim no entry of any
Glider Pilots’ names. (Incidentally, T {found that

Fage &

Balla
By Hotspur

Nowy here’s a good quesiion - who invented the
ball? Most of us are familiar with more notable
imventors - wireless, telephone, electric light and
various others spring to mind more or less
immediately, but who invented the ball No
doubt it was ap American, but whoever it was
he has a lot to anewer for!

From cannon batl to eyeball, from meat ball to
firgc ball the isst is almost endless. And
undoubtedly the greatest influence the bal] has
had is in the sporting world. Soccer, mghy,
cricket, hockey, handball, neiball, rowmders,
golf, teanis and croguet are but a few of the
many sports involving balis.

And where is al this leading yon may well ask,
It is 1 draw your attention of those who may
not be familiar with the sport of the ureatest
gamne of all. Yon can start plaving from sbout §
vears old. These days the chanpions are
usually under thirty but only a decade or sc ago
the world chainpion was arownd 50 years of age
and people are playing in Market Harborough
who are well into their 80°s. The game, of
cowse, is Bowls. The balls are called “woods™
and have a bias, making the whole thing appear
casy, but in fact is extremely difficult. Ladies
play on a level pitch with men, and the whole
game is played, generally, i a friendly and
dignified manner,

The Leisure Centre has a super indoor unk.
Why not try your hand at it?

Also note in the Diary coluson on page 16, the
Bowls & Afternoon Tea Event on 5th Augnst.
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A Vote of Thanks
to the 8th Hussaro.,

By David Grove, MBE

Thre year 2600 will mark the 3Mh anniversary of
the Korean War. I was there in 1951-52, Age 23
vears. 14474163 Spt. D. (. Grove, 1 platoon,
A" company, 1st Battalion, The Royal
Leicestershive Regiment. The British Korean
Veterans Association will remember those they
ieft behind and celebrate with those who,
happily. have survived. The coming aomiversary
causes me 1o recall incidents, from those furous
battles which could not, all, be recorded in The
Regimental History,

At first light on the moming of the 5th
November The Kings Own Scottish Borderers
had been forced back under pressure from the
ridge ling PT 317. The 1st Battalion The Royal
Leivestershite Regithent was ordered to retake
the hill feature. The Battalion went into attack at
1400 bours and impaediately came under heavy
arfillery and mortar five. It was a Guy Fawkes
Day to forget! "A" company closed the
objective and became epgaged in close, quarter
battle with a zealous enemy, well prepared and
it syperior numbers. Despite the odds the atiack
pressed forward and the objective, a bill feature
known as "United” on point 317 was reached.
"A" company susiained heavy casuslties and it
became ohviovs that it would be unable to hold
its objective that day. At last light the order was
given 1o withdraw.

My platoon commander had been wounded
earlier and I reccived the order to take the
wounded off the Il As darkness fell we
searched apd cleared the ground of wounded
survivors, Still under fire as we did so, more
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casualties ocowred. | owas a  difficowt
withdrawal|

It seemed. abmost, t0 be a miracle when, at the
base of the spur, we met two Centarion 1anks of
the Bth Hussars, withdrawing from their support
positions. The tank commanders were pressed
to wait and take our severely wounded om
board, The tanks now came under fire and
received hits, some of the inmred took
secondary wounds and as he heiped usg to load
up, one of the tank commanders was wounded!
We pulted slowly back to, what had beesn, that
mommings "Start ling" and the wounded were
trasisferred to the Reghmeatal Aid Post.

On the moring, 6th Novetnber, 1 called the full
platoon toli, 37 names. 17 men stood 10 answer!
We re-grouped and went back into the line.

I never saw the tank conmmanders again, or
knew therr names, or {hanked them for their
gallent belp to my platoon. If any former Bth
Hussars Tank ¢tew should read this today and if
he 1s one of those who, at last light on the 5th
November 1951, was in & pretty nasty situation
m the vichity of the hill Featme Kojankan
saemel, and delayed his withdrawal to help
"some chaps from The Leicesters”, [ thank you
oW,

Dawd Grove, 8 fierd of Tommr Ashimore, was
refating  one of s experienices of agolive
satvice i the Korean War and how he was
anxious o get news of two gafant lank crews
of the Bih Hussars. Tom suggosted thal he
wroie fug story s an article for T Towuch and
offered o circubalo it on the Lagion Elecironic
Mailing List o see if anyons had knowledge of
the aclion he described or could suggest how
he might find ouf what became of those who
Fage &

ffisked  fhelr Iwves o save Ris  wounded
comrades.

Withinr & few days Tom received the Tollowing
e-rnadl:-

“Legr Tom,

Hope this helps -

k1058 the 8th Hussars were amalgamated
with the 4th to become fhe Queens Royal lish
Hussars and our Regimental Association
inciuding alf who served in fhe Sih and 4th /s
thriving.

{ have faxed a copy of your emart fo our Regi
Secrelary for infa - suggesting ho pul # in the
next Newsletter. [ am hopafid the Regt History
will shed move light andior some people may
fecolfect the evert,

Should Mr Grove wish to ring the Regt
Associatfion they can be confactad on
DI71-387-347 1 asking for Major Tinmy
Tinwnons, Timeny Aas 8ccess fo aff the
Regimenial Hislories s6 would be g good
Slarting poinl. He /s a great chap.

Regards
Cuy Voige
ex-RIH 1931-1956¢"

David Grove, now a member of Tenernfe
Branch of the RBL wilf shortly be transferting to
Markef Harboropgh Branch. He will fef us know
the odtcome of cofect with the QRIH
Regimental Associalon.

Footnete

The Korcan War broke ont on 25th June, 1958,
and technically has not vetr ended although an
armystice was signed on 27th july, 1953, Britain
was involved as part of a ndted Nations Force
which included wnits from fifieen countries. 660
British Service personnel lost their Hves.
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