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Ecditors Ramblingo

JANUARY - and we have araved at that time
of year when Chnistmas s becoming, just
anether  Giding, memory amd  the "pop” ol
champapgne corks on New Yew's Eve s just
distant Fading celo {amd an editor is allowed to
become o little lyricalll),

Whether you subseribe to the theory that the
2t century bepan on Janwwry the st, 2000 o
1, we e now unipedably into the 2 1st
cueniury,

Acquick plance back over the past 100 years iy
indeed o mixture of the pood and el Grewt
progeress s been made i socml conditions
and health conditions fow the maosses; medicine
and serence hins seen pant stodes, and man has
set foot on the moon, aml the preat class
divide, so prevalent m the carly part of the
century, os all but been eradheated,

Bat the negative side was all oo obvious,
there been  muany, tnl
conflicts. As we entered the 20ih century (he
Boer War was i progoess, then cime  (wo
World W, Wirs,  Vietum,
Falklands and the Gull' War, The threm ol the
Cold War between the Western nations and the
Lastern bloe hng over us e many years and
there hiave been prmed contlicts in many paris
of Advien and Asim, and the Tnish problem s
still on-gomge. Even as 1write there is serious
Apehting taking, ploce in lsemel and Palestine,
wiath many deaths resulting

have nuny Wi

Forean

Acsid retlecton on mankind (o s it gust the
politicins?,
Cantinued an pooe 3
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BN BOLITY
Pradiblonal vuloes bs b chingling worlid
Walland Houge, The Squarn,
Mackot Hurborough, Lesos, LE1G Y00,
Tol: (OLAGAY 40244
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-2 HARBOROUGH
(01868)
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POINT T0 POINT TAKIS

HIGHLY COMPETITIVE
AIRPORTS - LOCAL
\ DISTANCE - COURIER
G150 Mory's Rood
\\ Muaiker Hurbarogh
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The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
CHIR SPECIALITY 1S TO CREATI
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY
56 High Sireei
Market Harborough
Tel: (D1858) 462773
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R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD,

Establishad 1955

20 Covenbiy M0, MW Haboreagh  Tol @ 01858 463092
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Panasonic SONY

J.V.C. . ROBERTS
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FRANKGILBERT'S
for all your

HOUSENOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE

Spocialiats

SOHIGH ST, MARKE T HARBOROUGH
Tol 01058 462148
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Market Harborough
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Wedgewood = Ayvnsley « Crown Dl
[Douhton * Lhsdro/Mng = Caithness Gl
Swirovsk E'J}':-.Illl * hasons lronstong
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On the Briny

By Bay Tyl

WHEN T wan o ovoungster T lived very close
Southamptan Water and regularly watched the
large Liners, such as the Queens, headimg fo
Southampron or ou to sea My grea JOy Wit 10
eyele along o Gospart and watch the Navy Shipes
cotmng  andd ,-J,-.1it|||" H|'|I|1". hike  the  BKodoey,
Melsorn, Hood, Hhasteions, the FExeter, the Bellist,
and g0 many more would come and eo, and |
Fenew them all by sighi

The other day Towas wondering just what had
happened toothem 1 know thal some went o 1he
Battonn ol the briny and 1 sopposed the rest to the
serap vards T have now discovered thit o ald
triond the Croiser TEMCS Blelfist s sl atloa

She was lonched i 1938 and hod enjoved g
wanderlul coreer until 1963 when she was sent 1o
the scrap v, bod was saved byoa group o
people. and sinee 1971 has heen apen to the
pubilic an the Thames near Greenwich She s
nowe cowvned By the Trostees of the Tmperial W
Mlusenm

She wie danmged o P39 Dy mgnetic mine
and wan oul ol service Tor aboutl Two vears, In
Pt d the Dbt wa part o the Deet that sank
the Ciermon Battleship Schambors, and Lty
helped o0 eopple the Tirpite. When Lipan
surrendered the Bellist was heading Tor the ot
wnad Feenied iy survivors of Japanese 1POW |
and vl atemment camps hetween
Shanghat and Hong Kong She bombed  doee
targets between 1950 gnd 1952 in the Korenn
Wi

e wood o hear that this ol Navy shipoas sl
illoat oa the brony {or ot least on the Thames! ), £2
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An Unusual Find

THE son of one of our members was starting,
o renovirions to an old cottage. Belind o
fireplace he discovered an old bake oven
When the oven was opened up it was Tound
tor contimn old bits ol paper, pmong which
wits Tound o copy ol the Brtish Lepion
Jomrnal tor May 1953,

The  magazine is, notueally, mooa poor
concdition,  but shll readable m the mon,
Sowne Leweedtershive branches are mentioned
on the pages (alas, not Market Hinborough)
nned one the articles concerns the winning ol
1500 a Hshang, competition by the Birstall
Branch of the British Lepion,

Hopetully  our member will allow us 1o
exdmine this journal more fully and i’ 50 we
will be able 1o bring, you the news and events
that were interestiing, the Legion members ol
the 500,

Woateh this space!!! [y

Weer Poensions Incroeano

THOSE i receipt of o War Pension should
be wware already of the 3. 3% crense to be
twde Trome Apnl 2000 Thas is o hine with
the annuoal imnerense m the retal pice ndex,

Puge 13

We Will Remernber Them

L Col fames Patter TD
I It is with saduwess that we have fo amonce
the death on ast fawwary of oo olidest
member, L Col Potter. Although he will not
funve beens kenowne to many .:,".' yirte, Colonel
Potter took a great deal of interest o the
progress of the Bramch and was full of
praise for its suceess. For wnany years fie dod
another bhly swccessful branch, Evington
witicly won the fadk Quain: Troply o times
I i the wooo's aud ro's, bt e could never e
persuaded fo talle about this or Jiis Aranry
Serviee,
His funseval on ot famuary was follnwad by
a Seeviee of  Thanksghving af which the
Brancly wiis reprresemted Iy onr President,
I Chtirrean, Viee Chadvnean and fodie oy
Wil carevied the Stavdand

My Chris Blenkinsop

s L fe press e fecienr the sid news
that Chiis died on asth famary. Born iy
ot e senved in the Royal Letoestershive
I Reghnent from goqe do sogqo0 He las not

attended mectings for some years bat he will
be remembered .Irr}-’ Hrborkans s the one
time lardlond of The Red Cow i the Hri'a.:fi
Steeet, His fuseerad will be on 2400 fanseary,

W entead o .\}*!JJ;JJJ.'I:}' fo the fnnilivs of
l Dertde onar fate 4'41.ﬁ’4'.:gnrr.~'.
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Christmicas Dinnes

TWENTY-ONE mombers and guests pathered
ab the Countryman, Greal Boweden, on Frday,
Diecember IT5th, o the branch  Chrstmas
Diner Evervone emoyved o pood wenl foprether
with convivinl  company.— Tany  Johnson
entertined us with some ol his jokes, wineh
unlortanately 1 conal - proint e case ol
prosecution!!

Bob Fogland told the company that this was the
last event o wluch he would be responsilile fo
organising as Socil Secretary and thanked those
prosent  for their support ol the  Socil
Compnttes durmg tns teom of ofliee,  and
enprressed the hope i even more members will
add their support of the new comminee

Beltre the guests lell, enchowas haoded o osmall
Clstoas il of chiocolites and it wid voted a
proend evenimg by all and o g end 1o the year

Coontined from poge

It would  have  been wonderful i we had
progressed inte the 21se century with peace the
world over: We can but hope than belore the year
2200 arvives even the peed B any countey 1o
Bavee o defonce budeet will have become
delimel

Bat, commmg back to present tooe, may | wish
yourand yvours, somewhat belatedly, a0 very
happy, healthy and prosperous New Yoear and o
venr inowhich all your hopes and aspirations may
CONe e £
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County Conference - 2001

FHE CONFERENCE 5 the County's AGM
Lake our Branche AGN, there are reports Trom
Pregident and Chatrman,  subvmiasion o
approwval ol accounts, election of (eers and
Comoulies [0 dellors me that only nominaed
delegntes {one  or  fwao Trom each  beaneh
depending on size) may vole = others present arg
"Wismtors" B0 as aluo o Bleer for resolutions thit
bramches  wash 1o pul Torward 1o Nationoal
Conlerence. A preater degree of formality (and o
lomger ppendaly reflects the igher level me the
crgamsnhonal  bierarchy, A paest speakor
adiresses those present on some appropriale
topie And sandwiches wre sorved  duning an
interval, ke owr butter taken afler the ond ol
e Duginess meeting!

Wiggton RBL Club was the venne on Saturday
2h Janwary for s year's event Macket
Harbarough was well represented by George
Fleoung, o his eapaciy as County Deputy
Standird Bearer (contributing 1o the foomaliny),
mvsell wearing, my unnamed  delegate badpe,
ad Con Halsall, Betty West and  Jobn oy
segrewited o the “visilors" area Most ol us
Fownd o interesting allernoon feom which P've
selected u lew ems tooreport bick to you

ation ol the Women's  Seclion wilh
mainalrenm RBL was again strongly advocated
by the County Pressdent,  and  formed  the
substance al o Kesolution Trom Melton Mowhray
corned by Conlerence nnd was supported by
Counly Women's  Section,  Dallicaliies  include
differences of conalitution,  olyectives, linance
anel Mational level opposttion, TG imtiatives ol
closer lnks with SSAFA were welcomed and are

lirtegar

alremdy operating e el welthee work Al
Clounty level some acceptinee of change and the
use of new approaches o communication were
evident judging by the Taptop computer an |he
toygs table controdling a digital prajectar

Fasgger 10

by Tomm Ashimone

CECr Peter Locket veported that the Pappy Appeal
naticnal Grgel of £20m s very bikely 1o be met and
the Connty figure is well above Tast yew's He also
mentioned that Joeal Welfure courses would be held
o 288 o L0 Mareh (John Liddell please notely

The rehrement ol M Tony Gritlith from the County
Chair was marked with the presentation ol o County
Certilicate af” Apprecintion and tributes 1o lis seven
venrs ol laed work, helplidness and achicvemend. He
i stccoeded by the previows Viee Chorman, My Lim
R linson

The County allilintian lee !mi.:E by bramches wall he
L1 per LI members Tome Tsn Celober 2000

Fhe bk O Trophy for Eadenvour T
992000 wis waon by Croft Branch (they must
hive done veey well to have beaten usl ')

st speaker M David Greemway, who somie will
vemember s Bast Midlands Orseaniser, spoke o Loy
new rolde s one ol the three-man Indernal Aadii feam
which  exists 00 review BB svatems  andd
orpnnisatesn o oensure thit Lepion  assels ore
protected from malpractee o Traud 1 s impartial
ad independent of any HEO department and has wide
canging powers ol dovestigation  heoughooat e
whale Chiganisation

The second !L[PL“'LI]\.L"J' W Milke Seabourne Trom 1R
Atlendonts Compuny gave otk about this oo
widely knovwa aspect of the Legion's actvities. This
o separnte entity with s own chanfable statas
which developed from the many small uoits created
in the Tate 1920% o provide employment for exe
servicemen as cne park attendants 11 now has o
Brosncer Busimess buse, o ool teraover of £30m, o
paveedl of 16500 and o non-churitable subsidary,
Legion Security ple. Tt also provedes troming grants
o help exeservice  people  improve  their job
prospects, (ol Liddel] has detalsy £}
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Making your Sub go
Further

WHEN you receved your membership
card for the curvent year (2000/2001), you
were asked o complete the Gilt Awd Tonmn
o which the card was attached, 11 you pay
Income Tax {even  that deducied  Trom
mberest on o savings w/e) then as o Chanty,
the RBL  can clinm from the  Inlond
Revenue the tax vou lhave pad on an
arnount equal to yvour sub, 1 you did not
return the Torm & soll lave i, please
complete and send it off now, 11 you have
destroyed i, plense ask Treasarer, Georpe
Flewnge (METAG2TT 100 for o veplacement
This extea cosh for the Legion costs you
nothing  but helps o postpone another
merease i lees, £2

By Popular Demand

Most members will know the nime George
Crannble and those wlo have been Tortunate
enough o have lstencd o one of his alks
on Maedals will oot be surprised 1o lemn
that he has now enthealled audiences a total
ol 28 times and aleeady bas B bookings Tor
2000 Georpe makes no charpe [or these
talks but does mvie donotions o the
Conmmonwenlth War Groves Clomnmission
o wluch he has now been able o semd
L7780,

s hoped that he will be able to 1 imte
s busy schedule, another visit 1o Market

Hurborough this vear. Watch the Dimy!

Fapo &

Remembrance ?
Fob Eopland Muses

THE Festval ol Remembranee  Service
Manned Tor the De Montfort Hall, 1eicester,
last Movember was concelled. Was this
really due 1o orpamesational didficalties, or o
prefude o something else”

We were intoomed th omly soame 350-0dd
tekets were apphied For: Did thes signal the
Do of  the  end  Tor the  amnual
remeinbrnce service of two world wars? 1y
I gust e passing by?

Consider Tor a moment. How many ol us
verncimber, visi {or even know) where our
prent-prandparents are buned? Very  few
people even have memories of  fanly
beyond prandpacents. And now (he veteransg
ol the Second Waorld War are of that preat-
prandparent peneration

Weo do not especally commemorate any
other wars or battles prior 1o 1914 15 this
because we no longer have any personal
(Homly)  connections with these  events?
And now the two world waes are Tnlling, into
this catepory with our present generition
and gust becomvmg no more than additions 1o
our hstory books,

[ this the beginmng ol the end for the
services of remembrance as we have known
them For the mugor part of the 200h century?

Let me know your views, vin "Letters to the

Eduor”, | feel sure there s an interesting
debote here i)

Fagge @

Social Committee

AT THE me of putting together s
ciiton ol In Towch, Andrew Marmol,
our Socil Sceretary, was away with the
Army Cadet Force and therefore unable 1o
contribute to this column. We behieve that he
has an outhine programme that includes some
[J1& 4 iilk"il'\' 15 'I,l,'l_"” K I'l;,‘lll,:-'l."{ ﬂf Cwenls "|"r'|:||.|..'h
were enjoyed o the past, However, we do
know that we have o ColTee Morming booked
ot the Harborough  Theatre  Tor Saturday,
February 24th, So can we as usual call on
members onee g for then support by way
of donation ol raffle and tombola prizes,
cakes, bric-a-brae, and most of all by youw
attendanee on the day?

Incidentally, the Social Conunitiee have now
taken on the vesponsibility for the "alter
meetings events”, so il you feel you could
pive o talk of any kmd, about personal
experiences or explum/display your mterests
or hobbies, | am sure Andy would be very
plensed to hear from you L8]

Donations

TWO  pencrous donanons have  been
recenved during, the past Tew weeks, One
was Trome the Marker Flivhorough Clioral
Society for £71.60 rsed on the occasion
ol their Movember concert. It has been
credited o the Branch Trost/Wellare fund
The other was o chegue for £137 drom
Arthingworth - Parish - Church following
their Remembrance Suaday Service and
his been passed 1o the Poppy Appeal. €3
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Somcona Knoew the Amnowe

LAST November o subseriber (o the Legion
Flectronic Mmling  List  asked  questions
concermng the motto on the Royal Artillery
badpe, and to clantly the difference between
RHA and RA, It chicited the following reply
from another subseriber o Windsor. You may
Tl ot o interest,

Fhe motto of the Roval Repiment of” Artallery
CRAY 15 om Ladime "Ouo Sas et Glona Ducant”,
which is translated as "Whither nght and plory
fead™, The RA also share another motto with the
Corps of Royal Engineers: "Ubique”, which s
translated  ns “"Pverywhere”,  marking, the
Lhversal deployment of those two large corps

The Royal Repiment of Artillery (RA) is a larpe
and aneient clement of the Hrtish - Army,
known colloguially as the Guoners, There have
buzen PURTers over sinee the mvention of FRLTTHES
i the  13th century, and the  first olticial
pranmers were appomted i 1485 as part of what
becmme the Board of Crodoanee. Throughout the
next 400 yeors the Torts around Britin had
master punners penmanently appomted by the
Board of Ordnance. Trams of arnllery were
formed fon campaigning bath home and abroad,
eouipped with gons and the men o serve them,

The Royal Regiment was formally created 1n
1716, under a Royal Warrant, Two companies
ol artillery, each off 100 men, were formed at
the Woolwich Warren (lner the Royal Arsenal)
o ensure that o regular force of punners was
avalable when needed. Woolwich has been the

Pavggie 5

Over the Net

spartual home of "The Gunners™ ever since that
time, although the regnnent had moved 10 is
fumous bareacks on Woolwich Common by
805,

The Gunners were orngimised  mto companies
and  troops,  the  tenm sometimes being,
mterchangeable, Today most Royal Artillery
Regiments are :1|'|\-,:1|r'lﬁ;:d wilh three batteries,
Chverall, out of all the 16 repiments in exstence
today, there 56 tled battenies who trace their
histowies to Gunous battles or engagements, Five
batteries trace their histories (o the orginal
estublishment of 1716, they are believed 1o

have  served w0 some, i not all, of

MarTborouph's campargns,

The Royal Artillery was once split into several

bramches, AL the e ol the contury  the
repament was divided o the Royal Horse

Artillery (RHAY using hight guns i support of

the cavalry, the Royal Feld Artillery (REFA)
providing the man elements of the fire support
for the infantry i the trenches, the Royal
Mountm  Artillery (RMA)} and  the  Royal
Ciarnson Artillery (RGA) that mamned the siatie
puns defending forts and coastal bases, €}

Editor- We wanted a picture of a R A badge
Bul wa are not aure iF this js 1L Have we any
ax-Cunners who can pul us fght?
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c-pctid From Haolon
Iy Tom Ashimore

"L student at the University of Central
Loncashire studving, jowmalism”, wos how
the comal started. Why was o yvoung, lady in
Preston writing, 1o me and how did she know
my address? The rest of the  message
explained that as part of her conrse she had
(o write an article based on iterviews with
people about therw experences of WW2,
Someone had  supgested  that she should
contact the KEBL G help and on the Intermet
she Tound the Market Flarboroueh website
which gives my name as Vice Chaimman and
iy el nddress. Toinipoed (o know how
she had found our sie and why she thought
someone in Leicestershire: would help her
with aiterviews, | discovered that she lives
"just down the road” in Saddington, was
homme on Christmans vacation aned - D
therefore searched for a local branch

The result of her initiative was that she
mterviews with theee branch members with
very different wartime expeniences, HBermard
Halsall, Ghder ot extraordimnre, Tony
Johnson, RAEF Bomber crow, POW cscapee
andd mysell, school-boy, college stodent and
Uk Bosed REME techmenl bod, | wonder
how she will condense that mto 350 words
and af her tutor will be sutably impressed,
She smd she would send us a copy ol what
she writes < | hope she keeps that promise

OF course she could cheat and copy from the
"Members' Stones" papes on the website!!
P'm sure she won't and  perhaps we can
publish her aricle,
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