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Welcome to the fourth issue of Legion Knots - the magazine about the branches and for 
the branches of Nottinghamshire Royal British Legion. 

Once again our Standard Bearers, joined by many from Derbyshire and other places 
around the country, did us proud at the funeral of Lance Sergeant David Greenhalgh.  

Once again we thank you. 
Again no takers for the locations of the photographs in Issue 3.  They were Green’s Mill in 
Sneinton, Newark Castle and the River Trent, Thoresby Hall, Welbeck Abbey and Notting-

ham. 
 

The Plungar Plane Crash 

Early in the morning of the 5th March 1943, Dennis Kirk was on ARP duty when he heard 

the sound of an aircraft approaching, it was obviously in trouble and the engines sounded 
like they were starved of petrol. The aircraft passed overhead and then crashed about a 
quarter of a mile from Plungar (Leics) in the direction of Langar airfield (Notts). When 

Dennis and his group rushed towards the scene to render assistance they found one dazed 
survivor on the railway line. They asked him if there were any bombs onboard and he was 

able to reply that they had already been dropped, sadly all the other crew members they 
found were dead. Personnel arrived from RAF Langar and took control of the crash site. A 
fire tender arrived from Melton Mowbray and the crew promptly ‘mashed some tea’. 

A recently discovered piece of the aircraft shows damage from a cannon shell so perhaps 
some crew members were either dead or wounded which would explain why a ‘bale-out’ 

order was not given. The aircraft was not on a correct approach to land at Langar and it 
would appear that the pilot 
was struggling to maintain 

height and control which 
could indicate that it had 

suffered battle damage.  

The crash is timed at 03:08 
on 5/3/43, the aircraft was a 

Lancaster 111 ED 549 100 
Squadron HW S. This night 

was a ‘quiet’ night for 
Bomber Command prior to 
the commencement of the 

Battle of the Ruhr.  Mosqui-
toes had flown to the Ruhr 

and 27 aircraft had been 
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Remembrance 2009 
 

 

Below Left: Robin Wilson Provincial Grand Master receives a ‘thank-you’ plaque from Bob Privett 

Nottinghamshire Community Fundraiser 

Below Right: Chris Hazard presents a cheque to Robin Wilson 

Above: The Worksop Standard Bearer leads the Cadets into the Service 

Worksop Masonic Remembrance 
(Submitted by Colin Shields) 

The annual service of Remembrance at Worksop Masonic Hall celebrated its 10th year in 

November 2009.  This event raises funds for the Poppy Appeal at Worksop.  The Service 

takes place in their beautiful temple and is followed by lunch.  The event, now well estab-

lished, is supported by local cadet forces. 
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Flight Sgt G.R. Avey RCAF Pilot Sgt B.T. Hallett Flight Engineer 

Sgt A.H. Spence Navigator Sgt G.D. Cumberbatch Air Bomber 

Sgt J. Robinson Wireless Operator Flight Sgt R.R. Landry RCAF Air Gunner(Rear) 

mine-laying ( the role of the crashed aircraft), 16 aircraft were from Operational Training 

Units from which one Wellington was lost and a Lancaster was presumed lost over the 
target area. 

100 Squadron was formed in February 1917 and by December 1942 was operating from 
Waltham (Grimsby) Lincs where it remained until April 1945. It had only begun to fly 
Lancasters against Germany in March of 1943. The Squadron was part of No 1 Group 

Bomber Command based in North Lincolnshire. The Group’s operations cost the lives of 
8,577 British and Commonwealth airmen. 100 Squadron lost its last two crews from 

Waltham on the 16th March 1945, raiding Nuremberg. That brought the tally to 89 
Lancasters lost in 25 months flying for the Squadron. 
The crew of ‘our’ Lancaster took off from Grimsby at 1838 on the 4/3/43 they were; 

 
 

 
 
 

All of the above were killed.  Sgt D.S. Davies Air Gunner(Mid-Upper) was injured 
 

Armed forces personnel who lost their lives in the UK were normally buried at locations 
requested by close relatives, this was obviously 

not possible with the many overseas members 
serving and so three of the crew were buried at 
Long Bennington St Swithun’s churchyard. 

The photograph below shows a piece of the 
aircraft which was donated to the squadron 

museum at Waltham. Dennis still lives in Plungar 
and he has a very clear picture in his mind of the 
events of that fateful night. The site has recently 

been planted with trees by the landowner but we 
hope to erect a memorial in memory of the 

gallant six airmen who lost their lives whilst so 
close to safety. 

Tim Chamberlin Bingham RBL 

Continued from page one 

A piece of wreckage from the crash site 

HOW TO STAY YOUNG. Submitted by Dave Ward, Mansfield. 

1. Throw out non-essential numbers. This includes age, weight and height. Let the doctors worry about them. 
That is why you pay them.  

2. Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down. 
3.Keep learning. Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever, even ham radio. Never let the 
brain idle. 'An idle mind is the devil's workshop.'   
4. Enjoy the simple things.  
5. Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath. 
6. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person, who is with us our entire life, is our-
selves. Be ALIVE while you are alive.  

7. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it's family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, what-
ever. Your home is your refuge. 
8. Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond what you can im-
prove, get help.  
9. Don't take guilt trips. Take a trip to the mall, even to the next county; to a foreign country but NOT to 
where the guilt is. 

10. Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity.  
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER: Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that 
take our breath away.  
Life's journey is not to arrive at the grave safely in a well preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, to-
tally worn out, shouting '.holy #!*% ....what a ride!' 
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Photo of the Affiliation ceremony of Eastwood Army Cadets 
and Eastwood & District Branch. 

PRICELESS ANTIQUES FOUND IN 

COLSTON BASSETT? 
 
The 17 March 2010 saw 35 members of the 
Colston Bassett, Owthorpe and Cotgrave 

Branch and their friends at the Branch An-
nual Dinner at the Vale of Belvoir Hotel.  

The Branch doesn’t hold regular meetings 
but usually runs five events each year of 
which the Annual Dinner is the main social 

gathering.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Gilly Cross, Event Organiser (Centre) with Roy and Joy Ev-
ley, Lillian Neeley , Don and Betty Yaxley 

and Suzy MacCullach 

This year the Branch invited Charles Han-
son, from BBC’s Bargain Hunt and Antiques 

Road Show to be the guest speaker. Being 
the prospective son-in-law of the Branch 

Chairman, Charles agreed to attend with 
his fiancée Rebecca enjoying an excellent 
meeting along with other new faces and 

new members. 
 

(left to Right) Bryan and Carroll Tansley, Bunty and John 
Fletcher and Mike and Jackie Fish  

The Branch members have now finished 

searching their houses for antiques 
(nothing priceless found) and are looking 

forward to the main fund raising event, the 
RBL Colston Basset BBQ on 10 July. 

 

Photo of Maria Kirk, current Eastwood Poppy Appeal Or-
ganiser, receiving her 35 year poppy Collector Brooch. 

John & Rita Restorick, previous PAO's received 

a presentation Brooch and the following mem-

bers also received a 10year Poppy Collector 

Certificate:-  

Stan Cooke, Richard Dodge, Valerie Dodge, 

Tom Heaps, Maurice Price (Branch President), 

Albert Wardle (Branch Chairman) 

The editorial team welcome articles for en-

try into Legion Knots and every effort will 
be made to include them.  However, due 

to space constraints the editor reserves 
the right to amend or omit submissions. 
 

Please note that photographs in newspa-
per/Magazine articles are not suitable for 

reproduction.  Proper photographs (paper 
or electronic) only, please. 
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Kevin Topham - A Goldfish? 
 

Kevin Topham 
is well known 

to many as 
the curator of 

the Duke’s 
Wood Oil Mu-
seum in Eak-

ring but less 
people know 

he is a mem-
ber of the 
’Goldfish 

Club’. 
The ‘Goldfish 

Club’ is an or-
ganisation of 
people 

(generally aviators), who have involuntarily 
ditched or baled out from an aircraft into 

open water. 
Kevin joined the club – which has 500 
members – after being contacted by an-

other member. 
He served in the RAF from 1946 – 1952, 

mostly in bomb disposal. 
Kevin was working as a civilian on an oil rig 

in the North Sea in December 1965 when 
the legs of the rig collapsed.  
He was one of 19 survivors of the incident, 

which killed 15 men. He jumped from the 
rig and spent 45 minutes in the sea before 

he got into a dinghy and was rescued three 
hours later by an RAF helicopter. 
Kevin Topham did not expect to be ac-

cepted as a member of the ‘Goldfish Club’ 
as he was not flying but he was delighted 

to be accepted into the membership. 

Vic Bunyan - 

County Vice Chair-
man and County 

Poppy Appeal Or-
ganiser 
The life of Vic Bunyan 
was celebrated at his 

well attended funeral 
which took place at St. 

Leonard’s Church in 
Wollaton following his 

sudden death. 
The Church was full to 
overflowing and again 

our Standard Bearers 
did us proud. 

A tribute to Vic was 
read out by his friend, 
Graham Sneath. 

Friends and family then 
went on for the Com-

mittal at Bramcote 
Crematorium. 
Light refreshments fol-

lowed at the Wollaton 
Village Legion Club 

 
 
Editorial Decision 

The editorial sub-committee have taken 
the decision that normally, the death of a 

member will not be reported in Legion 
Knots.  They will continue to be reported in 
the County Newsletter - Roll of Honour. 

Exceptions will be made for important 
county figures such as Vic.  He will leave a 

gap in the County structure that will be 
very hard to fill. 
 

 

actor acorn antler avert Calverton (village 

where Rev.William Lee invented the  stocking 

frame)     invented stocking frame) cane cant 

canter cantor caret carol cart cartel carton cater 

carve cavern coal clan clean clear cleat coat 

coral crane crate crave craven croat lance 

lancer lancet lane late later lean leant nave na-

vel near neat nova oral oval ovate race rant 

rate rave ravel raven real  recant tare tarn 

team tear tern trace trance travel tonal vale 

valet varlet veal venal vocal 
 

KNOTTY WORD no.3 
A 

RTN 
OECVL 

 

How many words can you make from these  

9 letters ? Each word must have 4 or more let-

ters and contain the first letter (A); all 9 letters 

make a word connected with stockings!  

32 Granny  54 Turks Head  65 Topknot 

 
Answers on the right 
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County Membership Cup 
 
Farnsfield again win the Membership Cup 

at County Conference for their work in re-
cruiting new members. 

Chairman, Trevor Wilds accepts the cup at 

County Conference 

FARNSFIELD BRANCH  

WIN LISTER CUP 
Congratulations to Farnsfield Branch on be-

ing awarded the National 2010 Lister Cup. 
This award is made by Head Office  to the 

Small Branch (having less than 10,000 
population) who have ‘made the most 
progress in all aspects of achieving a 

high standard of efficiency’. 
The Branch will be awarded a ‘Scroll of 

Award’ to be added to the lower panel of 
their Branch Standard. 

The Warsop and District Shoebox appeal has now sent about 300 ‘comfort boxes’ to our 

troops in Afghanistan but are still looking for names to send out more. 
Anyone with friends or family currently serving out there can guarantee them a box by 

passing on their details to the Editor. 

Farnsfield Branch Celebrations 

30th May 2010 
At this years extravaganza the Branch are 

to create a Legion Information Centre 
which hopefully will include the County Dis-

play Boards, the Giant Poppy, the County 
Minibus, Poppy Calls van (if available) and 
possibly one or two Bikers Branch mem-

bers.  We want as wide a range of exam-

ples of how the Legion works as possible. 

Hopefully no one will be in any doubt that 

this is a Legion in the Community event! 

We have asked the County recruiting 
team/other branches to come along and 
provide us with very valuable, and much 

appreciated, assistance in making sure that 
we maximise any opportunities to recruit/

gain donations/provide information.  Mem-
bers of our branch will also help on the 

stand. 

We are aiming to recruit to the Legion, not 
just to Farnsfield, and hopefully begin to 

address the shortfall in membership in the 
north and eastern parts of the County. 
Hopefully this will provide a good opportu-

nity to find out what works and what does 
not. 

Submitted by Nigel Caldicott 

Focus on Farnsfield 

Garden Party Helps Send Cadet on Training Ship 
Farnsfield Garden Party, organised by Farnsfield Branch has financed a donation to Mans-
field Sea and Royal Marine Cadets for their invaluable help at last year’s Garden Party. 

The Cadets provided a team which helped to prepare for the event and providing security 
overnight. 

The Cadets averted disaster by taking urgent action to prevent damage to large marquees 
due to the strong wind and heavy rain. 
During the event they demonstrated their version of the famous Naval Gun Run, and or-

ganised a Tug of War competition. 

What is your Branch up to? 

Next month could be a focus on you, but 
only if YOU tell us! 
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Southwell - Annual County Parade & Service 

Sunday the 20th June at 6pm. 

Submitted by Andy Gregory, Southwell Branch 

This year will see a Spitfire flypast at the start of the parade and the parade will be led by 
RAF Cranwell Band, and will follow the usual route from the Burgage to the Minster.  

Members of the Riders branch are planning a ride past after the service. 

The salute will be taken by the Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire, Sir Andrew Buchanan. 

I want this to be a community thing as well as a Royal British Legion event so we would 

like people to come out and see the flypast and come to the service.  We should have 

about 30 standards representing the branches and some sub-branches. 

I don’t suppose anybody has asked before but I contacted the Battle of Britain Memorial 

Flight and asked if they would do a flypast and they said they would send the Spitfire. 

Each year the legion remembers a different branch of the Armed Services at the county 

service and this year it will be the RAF.  The flypast will be particularly appropriate as this 
year is also the 70th anniversary of Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain so it fits in nicely 

with that. 

I don’t expect the same number of people to line the streets as when the 2nd Battalion, 
the Mercian Regiment (Worcesters and Foresters) marched through the town last month 

but hoped people would show their support.  A lot of the veterans we have in the legion 
fought in the Second World War and a lot have been involved in conflicts since.  I hope 

the event would raise the profile of the legion. 

I don’t think a lot of people realise what the Royal British Legion does.  We all support 
Help For Heroes but we’ve got to remember the Royal British Legion has been working for 

90 years and there is still so much welfare work we need to do. 

The flypast will take place at the Burgage at about 6pm on Sunday, June 20. The service 

will be at 6.30pm.  
 

The Mercians visit to Southwell 2010 

Bilsthorpe Branch 
Mr David Scott received a glass encased clock from the President of Bilsthorpe Branch, Mr 
B Gibson.  Bilsthorpe hold an annual dinner to thank their Poppy Collectors and this year 

it was held at South Forest, Edwinstowe. 
Mr Scott has collected for the Poppy Appeal for 32 years. 
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Future Events 
June 20th 6pm - Notts RBL Annual Parade and Service, Southwell. 
June 26th/27th - Armed Forces Weekend, Wollaton Park 

July 10th - Farnsfield Branch Armed Forces BBQ.  Old Manor Farm, Main Street Farnsfield.  
Contact Cynthia and Derek Carr on 01623 792332 for tickets. 

10 July RBL Colston Basset BBQ 
August 5th, 7.15pm - Ollerton Branch Kohima Service, Ollerton Village Memorial Gardens. 
September 25th - Southwell Ploughing Match (Being held at Farnsfield) A great country 

event with the chance to ‘meet the Legion’.  Contact Nigel on 01623 883368 
October 30th, 7.30pm - Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham - The Band of the Blues and Roy-

als together with 7 local male voice choirs.  Proceeds to the RBL and Cancer Research. 

A Week In The Life of The County Chairman by John Jackson 

Monday 

A.M. Made arrangements with County Parade Marshall, for Standard Bearers 

to attend Parade in Beeston on Saturday. P.M. Travelled to London for 
meeting of all RBL County Chairmen.  

Tuesday 

All day. Meeting in Headquarters with 60 other County Chairmen and Headquarters staff 
and National Officers. 6 Hours of Meetings and discussions on the future of the RBL. 
Subjects covered included: Property, Affiliation fees, Friends of the Forces Awards, 
County Budgets, Fundraising, 90th Anniversary and Welfare.  
Wednesday 

All day. In County Office, catching up on mail, speaking with Lord Mayor of Nottingham 
ref: VC's graves in Nottingham and new War Memorial in Clifton. Answering letters, mov-
ing offices in Portakabin. Arranging meeting with Head of Community Fund Raising.  
Thursday 

All day. In County Office, Electricians in to wire new Portakabin. Moving offices, an-
swering mail. Meeting with a local RBL branch. Preparing speech for Branch dinner.  
Friday 

Evening. Attend local Branch dinner, presented certificates gave speech.  

Saturday 

Morning. Attended 75 Regt RE Freedom parade, with County Standards.  

This is a typical week in the life of the County Chairman.  

When I took the post of County Chairman on, I was told it was a one day a week commit-
ment  with perhaps an occasional evening visiting a Branch. 

I’ve been a brave young soldier, 

I fought every day, 

These are my last few moments, 

So I’d just like to say..... 

 

I’ve put my life on the line, 

To show that I care. 

I’ve fought for my country, 

I did not despair. 

 

With injuries to remember, 

And a damaged heart, 

Tears are shed, 

As I quietly depart! 

 

My Family behind, 

And my children too. 

To see them grow up, 

Would be a dream come true. 

 

I supported my country, 

And I want you to see, 

That I died in peace.... 

........Remember me! 

REMEMBER ME 
By Bethany Knowles (aged 14) grand-daughter of Mansfield member Pete Dawson 


